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               Eli S. Lichtenberger 
   The three Lichtenberger bottles pictured below are 
in the Foundation’s collection.  Mr. Lichtenberger 
had his bottling works in the southern part of Man-
heim and on February 21, 1902 the following notice 
appeared in the Manheim Sentinel: 
 
   Eli S. Lichtenberger, who has for several years 
past conducted the bottling works at the corner of 
Railroad Avenue and Orchard Street, a few days ago 
sold to Mr. A. Edward Bittner, of Columbia all the 
apparatus, fixtures, goodwill, & contents, of his well 
established business.  Mr. Bittner will take full 
charge of the business on April 1st.  The new bottler 
has for nine years past been a motorman on the Lan-
caster, Columbia and Marietta Electric Railway.  Mr. 
Lichtenberger expects to engage in the hotel busi-
ness.  He has however, not yet decided where, but 
has several locations in view.           

The Second Seminole Indian War & 
           Samuel P. Heintzelman 
   We recently had the pleasure of reading a letter 
written by Samuel P. Heintzelman concerning war 
activities taking place in Florida.   Because the 
owner of the letter wishes to share historical infor-
mation with others, we received permission to 
publish excerpts from the letter in Our Heritage.  
We want to first provide some information con-
cerning the Second Seminole War. 
 
   The Second Seminole War was one of three 
wars fought in Florida with groups of Native 
Americans.  The first war was from 1817 to 1818; 
this second war was from 1835 to 1842 and the 
third was from 1855 to 1858.  The Second Semi-
nole War was the most expensive Indian war 
fought by the United States.  
 
   During the early part of the 19th century, the In-
dians in the Spanish colony of Florida experienced 
great pressures.  When the Spanish and French left 
Louisiana, the southeastern Indians no longer had 
European allies for protection nor a market for 
their goods.  Also, non-native Americans were 
turning fertile Indian lands into farms for cotton 
plantations.  In addition, Seminole communities 
were increasingly receiving runaway African 
American slaves into their societies and these es-
capees became productive community members.  
With southern plantation owners becoming more 
militant, many raids and counter raids took place 
along the U. S.- Florida border involving Seminole 
Indians and whites. 

Continued on page 2 
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Indian War Continued   
   In 1816, detachments of the U.S. Army began pur-
suing runaway slaves into Florida, and in March 
1818, General Andrew Jackson assumed control of 
nearly three thousand men in an invasion of Semi-
nole Florida that began the First Seminole War. Fo-
cusing on several Seminole communities in northern 
Florida, Jackson marched southward, burning Semi-
nole fields, villages, and houses. As Seminoles aban-
doned their settled communities and retreated into 
the interior, Jackson turned west, capturing St. 
Marks in April 1818 and Pensacola the following 
month. In 1819, Spain relinquished control of Flor-
ida to the United States, and when Florida became a 
territory of the United States in 1822, thousands of 
settlers rushed south to claim plantation lands. Jack-
son became the first governor of the Florida Terri-
tory. 
 
   Throughout the 1820s and into the 1830s, Florida 
officials attempted to pressure Seminole groups to 
leave their lands and move westward. The Semi-
noles, however, were required to leave behind their 
black community members, who were to become the 
slaves of whites. Refusing to leave their homelands 
and to break up their families—many runaway 
slaves had intermarried with Seminoles—Seminole 
leaders defied all attempts to force their removal. In 
1835, as U.S. officials attempted a final drive to dis-
place the Seminoles, a young warrior, Osceola, was 
arrested after failing to sign a removal treaty. After 
his arrest, Osceola killed a pro-removal leader and 
called on his community members to join him in 
driving out white officials. This began the Second 
Seminole War. 
 
   During this Second Seminole War, from 1835 to 
1842, Osceola and other Seminole leaders orches-
trated guerrilla campaigns against U.S. Army sta-
tions throughout north-central Florida. Often over-
whelming vastly superior forces, Seminoles became 
renowned for their military prowess and strategy. In 
the last week of 1835, Osceola led his forces to three 
stunning victories over the Americans, culminating 
in his triumph at Withlacoochee on 31 December, 
when the Seminoles dispersed a force of about 750 
whites under General Duncan Clinch.  

    Andrew Jackson, now president of the United 
States, appointed nine commanders before finally 
capturing Osceola, who died in captivity in 1838.  In 
1842, the U.S. government at last accepted the futil-
ity of its campaign. Although three thousand Semi-
noles were removed west to Indian Territory, with 
about a thousand left behind, the government lost 
just under fifteen hundred soldiers and spent nearly 
$40 million, including fighting the Third Seminole 
War in 1855. Although enduring recurrent infringe-
ments on their lands, the remaining Seminole groups 
created lasting communities in the Florida Ever-
glades. 
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The following excerpts are from a Seminole War 
related letter written by Samuel P. Heintzelman: 
 
St. Johns River 
Nov. 8, 1841 
 
Dear Capt. 
 
I have had a very rapid trip.  I have been to Palatka 
& will reach Augustine this evening. 
 
The yellow fever has been quite fatal at St. 
Augustine.  You have no doubt heard of the deaths 
of Col. Downing, Major Brown, Capt. Garner & Dr. 
Wrightman.  Major Andrews, - Col., I believe they 
call him - & Capt. Howe are down sick & most of 
the soldiers at the barracks.  Lt. Gaunt is at Palatka 
quite sick with the yellow fever, but recovering. 
 
They met with quite an accident in landing the 
troops, from the Gaston at Indian River.  The pilot & 
twelve or fourteen men were drowned.  The sailors 
of McLaughlin’s fleet & post have gone into the Ev-
erglades, to the Big Cypress. Sam Jones & his 
prophet have guns, etc; the former with some 30 
warriors has left the Big Cypress & gone towards the 
Atlantic coast.  Tiger Tail is at Fort King endeavor-
ing, with Alligator, to get Halleck Tustenuggee in.  
Some of the Second Infy. are out in this vicinity try-
ing to collect some of the fugitive Creeks.  The pros-
pect of a speedy termination of this interminable war 
is certainly frightening.        Continued on page 3 
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War Letter Continued 
They have had a heavy gale at Pauta Rosa.  The sea 
broke over the inland & swept away everything.  
The officers & men saved their lives, but lost all but 
the clothes they stood in.   We stopped a moment at 
the guard Hospital & took off Dr. Dan Brown on his 
way to St. Augustine.  Dr. Foot is a perfect shadow.  
Dr. King is there & looks fat & hearty. 
 
Written to Capt. A. R. Hetrel at Washington and  
postmarked: steamboat, Savanna, Geo., Nov. 11 
                                      ���  

        On the Lake at Penryn Park     
The above postcard shows some Manheim ladies 
enjoying a day at Penryn Park.   In the picture are 
Mabel Koch, Lydia Lawrence, Bertha Koch, Edith 
Stoneroad and Luella Gish.  Some of us will remem-
ber these ladies.  Mabel Koch was an editor of the 
Manheim Sentinel Newspaper, Lydia Lawrence 
taught second grade in our local school, Bertha Koch 
taught piano,  Edith Stoneroad’s father had a confec-
tionary shop on South Prussian Street and Luella 
Gish worked in Rettew’s Department Store.  The 
following has been taken from Charles H. Huber’s 
The Three Faces of Penryn Park: 
 
Because of competition between members of the 
Coleman and Freeman families, Penryn Park came 
into existence.  Robert Coleman owned the Cornwall 
and Lebanon Railroad line and developed Mt. 
Gretna as a scenic attraction and his cousin William 
Freeman, the owner of the Cornwall and Mt. Hope 
line, decided to compete with the Lebanon line by 
developing Penryn Park as an attraction.  Mt. Gretna 
was  becoming  well  known  by  1884  and  in  1885   

Penryn Park became a scheduled stop on the Corn-
wall-Mt. Hope line.   In 1885 the park was being ad-
vertised in the Lebanon paper as “A NEW AND AT-
TRACTIVE MECCA FOR PLEASURE SEEKERS 
AND TOURISTS.  GORGEOUS SCENES IN 
CLOUD LAND. A WORLD IN TUNE WITH THE 
GRANDEUR OF NATURE”.  The park was also 
advertised on the slope of the South Mountain along 
the line of the Cornwall & Mt. Hope Railroad about 
eight miles from Lebanon.  Here is a bit of what a 
newspaper reporter wrote about the park.  “On 
reaching the spot which hereafter must become the 
center attraction for pleasure seekers from near and 
far, and which has taken the name of Penryn, after 
the old Penryn of England, the scene at once en-
chanted the vision of the enraptured visitor by her 
primitive form.  Here nature seems to have bestowed 
her choicest gifts in wild profusion.  Large boulders, 
from a PALEOZOIC AGE, are scattered here and 
there presenting a scene of rustic beauty and loveli-
ness.” 
 
The Cornwall & Mt. Hope Railroad advertised ex-
cursions to Penryn Park from all parts of central 
Pennsylvania and that the park provided free use of 
CROQUET AND LAWN TENNIS GROUNDS, 
LARGE DANCING PAVILLION BAND STAND, 
KITCHEN BASKET AND CLOAK ROOMS AND 
OBSERVATORY.  There is also a refreshment 
room in charge of a competent caterer, where meals 
can be procured at moderate rates, a photograph gal-
lery and numerous other attractive features.  No liq-
uors allowed on the grounds. 
 
Many churches and organizations held picnics and 
programs in the Penryn Park in the South Mountains 
of Lebanon County as listed below: 
   On one July 4th, 2500 round trip tickets were sold 
at the Lebanon Railroad Office.  On the same day, 
many visitors from Lancaster County also visited the 
park.  The round trip excursion rate to the park from 
Lebanon was 25¢. 
   In 1895 the Democratic Club of Lancaster had an 
annual outing in the park. 
   In 1897 21 members of the Lebanon High School 
graduating class picnicked in the park. 
   1897 also saw 100 people from the Excelsior Lit-
erary Club of Avon visit the park. 
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Penryn Park Continued 
   1900 saw the Lebanon Cycle Club members pic-
nick in the park. 
   1900 saw the American Iron & Steel Company 
Aid Society picnic in the park. 
   The newspaper reported that in 1891 the Sabbath 
School of Christ Presbyterian Church, Independent 
District, held its annual picnic and that the area was 
never more beautiful. 
   There were baseball games between the married 
and single men. 
   Herman (Babe) Ruth played baseball in Penryn 
Park during a stay in Lebanon in 1917. 
   Fireworks were set off at night. 
   It is interesting that on picnic day most families 
packed their lunch in a wash basket and that the Ta-
bor Reformed Church sold baskets as a Sunday 
School project. 
 
In 1901, Edward Freeman and others sold the park 
to the Cornwall Railroad and the same park policies 
continued under the new ownership.  In 1923, the 
Bethlehem Steel Company became the owner of the 
Cornwall Railroad and again the use and enjoyment 
of the park continued. 
 
The park area suffered a flood in 1925, and this 
combined with the depression of 1929, caused the 
use of the park to decline. The park was finally 
abandoned in the early 1930’s.  After suffering ne-
glect, vandalism, theft and decay for about twenty 
years, the Lebanon Kiwanis Club and the Lebanon 
Y.M.C.A. took charge of the area and restored the 
face of the once beautiful and popular Penryn Park.  
 
For those who would like to read the more complete 
story of Penryn Park, HMPF has a few copies of The 
Three Faces of Penryn Park by Charles H. Huber 
available. The publication was issued in 1981 by the 
Lebanon County Historical Society as Volume 15, 
No. 5.                                     
                                       �  �  �   
 

Meeting Room 
 

We are hoping that in the near future, through  refer-
ral fees received, that we will be able to add air con-
ditioning in our Carriage House meeting room.   

                     Samuel Frey Ruhl  
        Cabinetmaker  - Craftsman  
In the April 2004 issue of Our Heritage, we men-
tioned that HMPF acquired a wooden plane on 
which Samuel F. Ruhl’s name is stamped.  We now 
have a picture of Mr. Ruhl at his workbench.   The 
picture is a gift from Dorothy Ruhl, Samuel’s great 
granddaughter.  In Mr. Ruhl’s hand is the very same 
plane that we acquired. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Coming Programs 
Sunday, Oct. 25th  2 pm   Political Memorabilia    
The speaker for this program will show and discuss 
many unusual and unique items associated with 
United States Presidents and their campaigns.   Out-
side of museums, most of the items could not be 
viewed by the public.   If you want to hear an infor-
mative and fascinating program, don’t miss this one! 
 
Saturday, Nov. 28th  1:00 pm Tour of Wheatland, 
Home of President James Buchanan   Those wish-
ing to go on the tour will meet at HMPF and we will 
car pool to the 1120 Marietta Ave. location in Lan-
caster.  Fees at Wheatland are: Adults $8.00 and 
Seniors $7.00; less if a group of 10 or more.   
  
The August program of Show & Tell was again very 
interesting.  Henry Deemer in a very entertaining way 
displayed collectibles from Manheim’s 1912 Old 
Home Week celebration, the 1941 Manheim Historical  
Pageant and just a lot of neat and unusual items.  
James Funk also brought an unusual World War I 
brass shell sculpted and decorated by his father Frank 
while he was serving his country in the war in Europe. 
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Board of Directors 
   HMPF has added an additional member to the 
Board of Directors.  The new member is Henry 
Deemer, a life long resident of Manheim.  Henry is a 
graduate of Manheim Central High School and the 
Pennsylvania State University.  He is someone who 
brings to the Board a vast knowledge of Manheim’s 
early history. Elizabeth Keiffer would be delighted 
to know that Henry has joined the effort to help 
guide the organization she established.  Welcome 
Henry! 
 

An Apology and Appeal 
   Unfortunately, the previous issue of Our Heritage 
contained several typographical errors, for which I 
apologize.  It was not carefully proof read before I 
placed the copies in the mail.   Now, fortunately, our 
new Board Member, Henry Deemer, has volunteered 
to help in this effort.  We could also use some help 
here at HMPF in other areas.  If you have some time 
to spare, the Foundation could use your skills in sev-
eral areas such as: cataloging library material; pre-
paring articles for publication using the library mate-
rial; helping with the Carriage House programs and 
helping to maintain the garden and property.    
                                             Jim Hosler 

New Editor 
   Dan Snyder has agreed to be the editor of our 
newsletter, starting in January 2010.  If you can pro-
vide articles based on Manheim’s early history to be 
considered for publication, please send them to the 
museum.  Occasionally, I’ll compile articles based 
on what I know to be true about Manheim’s early 
history; conversations with George Heiges, John 
Kendig, Minnie Missimer, Miles Keiffer and others 
who were with us years ago.  I’ll also try to provide 
what I hope our readers will find interesting articles 
related to collectibles, Americana, Pennsylvania his-
tory and American history.  HMPF’s ongoing efforts 
to preserve our heritage through research and the 
acquisition of Manheim-related artifacts will provide 
a wealth of information for future articles.                                                             
                                            
                                              Jim Hosler 

Another Fine Program 
   HMPF and July 19th provided another enjoyable 
program held in our Carriage House meeting room.  
The PowerPoint  presentation with the accompany-
ing Irish music was simply great. Barry McFarland, 
over a period of more than 19 years, did extensive 
research in Pennsylvania and in Ireland related to his 
family ancestry.  Everyone who attended the pro-
gram became well aware of the research that went 
into Barry’s publication: The Northumberland 
Man.  He had the good fortune to acquire literally 
hundreds of  items related to his great grandfather 
John McFarland.  The treasure-trove of items was 
handed down by descendants of John McFarland, 
and Barry mentioned that at one time one of the for-
mer owners of the records had considered discarding 
them.  Barry also received a brass lantern that was 
the property of John McFarland. Among the many 
ephemera items received are diaries, photographs, 
letters, invoices for many business transactions and 
even an early passport issued to John McFarland to 
travel to his former homeland of Ireland. The pass-
port bears the signature of William Seward, Abra-
ham Lincoln’s Secretary of State.  William Seward 
served as Secretary of State from 1861 to 1869 and, 
in 1867, was responsible for the purchase of Alaska 
for $7.2 million.  Barry’s book was available for 
purchase at the program and he sold and auto-
graphed a number of copies.  If you wish to purchase 
a copy of The Northumberland Man, please contact 
the Foundation and your information will be given 
to Barry.  It’s a fine book by a local author and it 
will be a great addition to your personal library. 
                                    �  �  �   

In 1909, Manheim 
had six rural deliver-
ies, and No. 1 was 
delivered by carrier 
Monroe Gonter.  
The route was: 
“Runs East to Fair-
land, then to Roots 
Nursery and return 

via East Petersburg.” Mr. Gonter could have had as 
many as 229 deliveries along his route of 20 miles.  
The post card pictured above shows Monroe receiv-
ing a letter from his son Bloss. 
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        Ruins of the Mt. Hope Furnace  

 
   The above charcoal sketch was done by William S. 
Rice when he was 18 years old.  It is signed W. S. R. 
and dated 1891.  “Sketched from Nature by W. S. 
Rice” is written under “RUINS OF THE MT. 
HOPE FURNACE” .   The actual size of the char-
coal sketch is 14x18 and it is in wonderful condition. 
 
   In the July 2009 issue of Our Heritage, we men-
tioned that a wonderful new book was added to the 
Ensminger Library collection.  The book we refer to 
is: William S. Rice: California Block Prints.  Below 
is some information found in the new book.  The 
book is a quality publication, and we highly recom-
mend it to anyone who loves art and books with a 
Manheim association. 
 
   William Seltzer Rice (1873–1963) was a young 
artist of twenty-seven when he stepped off a train in 
Stockton, California, in 1900; he had left his home 
in Pennsylvania to take the job of assistant art super-
visor for the Stockton public schools. California be-
came not only his lifelong home but also his muse, 
inspiring a prolific career in art. 
 
   Rice soon moved to the San Francisco Bay Area, 
where the region’s Arts and Crafts movement was 
flowering. He was talented in several mediums, but 
block printing ultimately became his favorite, for it 
gave him the opportunity to combine his skills of 
draftsmanship, carving, and printing.  California’s 
flora, fauna, and landscapes—from Sierra Nevada to 

the Pacific—were the subjects that fed his creativity. 
 
   William S. Rice: California Block Prints is the 
first book published on the artist’s work and presents 
more than sixty of his color block prints dating from 
1910 to 1935. Among the prints featured are scenes 
from Yosemite, Mt. Shasta, Monterey, Carmel, the 
San Francisco Bay Area, Lake Tahoe, and other 
California landmarks. An essay by Roberta Rice 
Treseder, Rice’s daughter, recounts his life and 
achievements, with special emphasis on his block 
printing methods and materials. William S. Rice’s 
works are in many private and public collections, 
including the Smithsonian American Art Museum, 
the Oakland Museum of California, the Achenbach 
Foundation for Graphic Arts, the New York Public 
Library, and the Worcester Art Museum. 
 
The William S. Rice book contains 80 pages and is a 
hardcover with a dust jacket. 
 
Foot Note:  Ellen Sexauer, William Rice’s great 
granddaughter, is writing an additional book on Mr. 
Rice’s life as an artist and the charcoal sketch might 
appear in the next book. 
                                   
                                      ���  
 

Recent Acquisitions 
1. A book and two CD concerning early American 
tools - a gift from a member of the Mid -West Tool 
Collectors Assn.   
2. Two DVDs: “Bookbinding at The Harcourt Bind-
ery”, and also “Nineteenth Century Bookbinding 
Techniques at the Harcourt Bindery”-The Harcourt 
Bindery is the last large hand book bindery in Amer-
ica working in a nineteenth century tradition. - gift  
3. Books: The History of Printing in America; The 
First Ladies; Autograph Collector’s Checklist - gift  
4.  Small collection of Manheim post cards  
5.  Book: Historic Preservation, An Introduction To 
Its History, Principles, And Practice, 2nd Edition, 
by Norman & Ilene R. Tyler and Ted J. Ligibel.- gift 
from W. W. Norton & Co., by way of Kevin B. Ol-
sen - a very informative and helpful publication 
 
 


