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Matthew Dodd, Songs and Stories

Jefferson Keiffer was appointed Constable in 1902gf the American Revolution
and he was the last person to use the brass lock thg§,r members and the public will have the pleasure

is pictured here. Herme
Hart obtained the loc
from Annie Shelly. Annie
had lived in the house at |
North Charlotte  Stree
where, at the rear of tt
property, the lockup we
located. It is interesting
see the old method of usil
cloth to keep items fror
being separated. The lo
is also pictured in Mar
heim’'s 1962 Bicentenni:
book. Also pictured here 1>

Jefferson Keiffer's badge, his Constable’s Commis-
sion and a picture of him holding his granddaughter,

Mae Keiffer Knittle. Under magnification, one can
see that Mr. Keiffer is wearing his Constable’s
badge. These item will also appear in the booklet
The Ensminger Family of Manheito, be published
by the Foundation. Mr. Keiffer was married to
Sophia Ensminger, Miles Keiffer's grandmother.

The Ensminger
Family history is
being researched
by Janet Atkinson
Strauss. When it is
published , it will
be a record of an
important early
Manheim family.

of being entertained by a talented musician on Sat-
urday evening, Oct. 11. The program will start at
4:30 pm and run until 6:30 pm. The entertainment
is free.

Acquisitions:

God’s Great Country and Manheim Peophg

Rufus Brubaker - DVD - a gift

The book:Mennonite Artdy Clarke Hess

Samuel Lehman carvings - gift - more info later
Antique Christmas decoration - a gift from HMPF
members Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Harold

Programs:
Sunday, Oct. 26 at 2privit. Gretna’s History —
guest speaker Fred Buch

In 2009:

Because we have learned that it is difficult to ar-
range for certain guest speakers to do a program on

a Sunday afternoon, some of the programs next

year will be held on a Saturday evening. Also,
some tours can not be arranged on Sundays. The
bulletin board at the front of HMPF and our news-
letters will keep the members and the public in-
formed.

Here Comes Santa Claus!

Santa will again use our Carriage House meeting
room when he greets the children here in Man-

heim. He will be here at HMPF on December 10,
13, 17 and 20. The bulletin board at the front of
the Foundation will announce his arrival times.

HMPF will again see that Santa has some extra
candy to give to each of the children.




He continued improving his paper, but thinking he

John M. Ensminger, Publisher of could better himself early in 1857 moved to Leba-
“The Sun”, Our First Newspaper non and there began the publicatiombé Lebanon
The following is from Mr. Ensminger's June 19, Valley Timesput within the year returned to Man-

1899 obituary: heim and continued at the head of his journal up to
the time of his demise, and his success can readily

John M. Ensminger, the well-known and highly es- be measured by the growth of the subscription list

teemed publisher and proprietor of the Sentinel, de2"d Popularity of his journal. ~John M. was ap-
parted this life shortly before two O'clock on Mon- Pointed postmaster for this Borough in 1860, which
day afternoon. office he held for a period of fourteen years. In

1866, when his father died, he continued his busi-
The deceased was a son of the late Samudl€SS @s surveyor and conveyancer, and with all these

Ensminger, druggist and ex-County Treasurer, and?CCuPations was kept a very busy man up to the time
was born in this Borough on March 7, 1825, and"€ Was stricken with disease.

was consequently aged 74 years, 3 months and 12 .
days. As a lad, he did clerking in a country store e was enterprising and always worked for the wel-

(Spickler's), several miles east of town. Later On,fare of his native place, often almost exceeding his

and when still a boy at school, he purchased twgM€ans to help a worthy object along. He was

pounds of type from Jacob Stauffer, who occasion-closely identified with all enterprises looking toward

ally did small bits of job work in this Borough. MProvement—was one of the originators of the
With this mere handful of type, John did odd jobs Manheim Mutual Fire Insurance Company and for

for businessmen in the vicinity and this incited him SOMe years its secretary, a director of the Manheim

to adopt the occupation as a trade, and he subsd¥ater Company from its inception, and took great

quently worked for some time in the Lancasfor interest in local turnpikes. He was for many years a
amineroffice. On Sept. 17, 1841, when but sixteen Mémber of Selah Lodge of Odd Fellows and Man-

years of age, he was engaged in job printing herd1€im Council Senior American Mechanics._ He also
and began the publication dhe Suna three col- served a number of terms as Notary Publlp. When
umn, two page paper. This venture did not meet® was a young man h_e also took quite an interest in
with his expectations, and after several issues he dig2°litics. He was a Whig, and at the birth of the Re-
continued its publication. He still continued on do- Publican party became one of its strongest advocates
ing odd jobs at printing and assisting his father untila"d promoters. He never sought office but was of-
January 6, 1846 when he again undertook the puinIen se_nt as a del_egate to represent the electors of his
cation of a weekly paper, known as thideekly Party in conventions met. He served several terms
Planet and Rapho BannerThis was a four column 1N Borough Council.

guarto, and strongly enunciated the principles of the . . . , .
Whig party, and opposed the extension of sIavery.He marrled_ Miss Elizabeth B_aker_ from Klssel_ Hill
The paper met with a hearty reception, and the pednd the union was blesseq with six children, five of
ginning of the second volume found the paper thregVhom survived.  The children were: Henry M.,
times enlarged and a good sized, six column, folio.OPN€lia L., John A., Wien A and Lizzie E. Surviv-
He continued publishing the paper until 1853 when!N9 brothers and sisters were: Samuel A., Mrs. E.
he sold out the plant to D. Bard Rock and taught™ Hostetter and Anna M.

school at what is now know as the East Park school - _ _

house, in Penn township, and was a prominent factofo" the following two pages you will see a copy of
at the first teachers institute ever held in this county. M- Ensminger’s first newspaper. Except for the
After completing the term, circumstances were such€XCess ink being removed by the meticulous use of
that he was obliged to take back the printing office. ©Ur computer, the copy is identical to the original.







This first issue of The Sun was published by J. M. Ensminger where was 16 years of age.
The size of the deckle-edged newspaper measures approximately 7 inehids by 10¥ inches
long.
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What happened to the men who Francis Lewis had his home and properties de-

. . troyed. Th jailed his wife, and she died
signed the Declaration of Independ- i3 s tew monthe o e GG SNE G
ence?

John Hart was driven from his wife’s bedside as she
This is what happened to the 56 men who signed was dying. Their 13 children fled for their lives.

the Declaration of Independence. His fields and his gristmill were laid to waste.. For
Five signers were captured by the British as traitorsnore than a year he lived in forests and caves, re-
and tortured before they died. turning home to find his wife dead and his children

Twelve had their homes ransacked and burned.  vanished.

Two lost their sons serving in the Revolutionary

Army; another had two sons captured. How many of us would have the courage to do
Nine of the 56 fought and died from wounds orwhat they did?

hardships of the Revolutionary War. _

They signed and they pledged their lives, their forQuitrent:

tunes, and their sacred honor. Two important items have returned to Manheim.
Through the efforts of HMPF friends, two quitrent
What kind of men were they? books covering the period of 1796 through 1832

have returned to Manheim. The books contain inter-
Twenty-four were lawyers and jurists. Eleven wereesting payments. Below is pictured the label from
merchants, nine were farmers and large plantatiothe 1796 book and one of the early entries found in
owners; men of means, wediducated, but they the book. The entry is for the quitrent payment re-
signed the Declaration of Independence knowing fulteived from Martin Yetter for lots 8, 10, 18 and 24.
well that the penalty would be death if they wereMartin Yetter is listed in Frederick Hunter's book
captured. Stiegel Glassas working in Henry William Stiegel
glasshouse as a glass enameller. We are hoping that
Carter Braxton of Virginia, a wealthy planter andeventually the earlier quitrent book will surface and
trader, saw his ships swept from the seas by the Brithat we will be able to bring it back to Manheim. A
ish Navy. He sold his home apdoperties to pay his descendant of Martin Yetter, Eddie Yetter, visited
debts, and died in rags. HMPF in September and presented the foundation
with a nice cash donation. We might also receive a
Thomas McKean was so hounded by the British thatopy of the Martin Yetter genealogy for our ar-
he was forced to move his family almost constantly.chives.
He served in the Congresdthout pay, and his fam-
ily was kept in hiding. His possessions were taken
from him, and poverty was his reward.

Vandals or soldiers looted the properties of Ellery,
Hall, Clymer, Walton, Gwinnett, Heyward,
Rutledge, and Middleton.

At the battle of Yorktown, Thomas Nelson, Jr.,

noted that the British General Cornwallis had taken
over the Nelson home for his headquarters. He qui-
etly urged General George Washington to open fire.
The home was destroyed, and Nelson died bankrupt.




Penny Cap Guns

Merchants paid 95¢ for a gross of this type of cast iron toy @stblthey were sold in stores for one
penny each. It's hard to imagine that these neat little ismitsfor this small amount of money and
that only 49¢ profit was realized after selling all of the 144 pieces.

With the exception of two varieties, all penny cap guns conststatast iron pieces and a flat metal
spring. The barrel and handle together form one of the pieces amantimeer and trigger form a sec-
ond piece. The flat spring holds the two cast iron pieceshegelrue penny cap guns must be held
together by a flat spring. There are two varieties that hated cast iron piece. These two varieties
have a piece that pivots on a pin. This small pivoting piece adivthéehammer. There are 25
known guns classified as penny cap guns and some of these are grdligharvariations from oth-
ers. As an example, the OK penny gun style dated June 17, 90 can be found with just theifyK ide
ing it, with OK and USA, without any markings and one marked only . penny cap guns, with
the exception of one, are single barrel guns. The one exceptioares @uble barrel model that was
first recorded in the 1990 publicati@ast Iron Toy Guns and Cap Shooters.

Most penny cap guns were produced by the Ives, Blakeslee andnWilCampany of Bridgeport,
Conn. and the J & E Stevens Company of Cromwell, Conn. The penny guemsnage during the
period from 1878 to 1900 and some are marked Pat. March 22, 87 and Pat. June 17, 90.

Pictured below are two penny cap gun made by the J & E Stéens 1879. The single barrel gun

measures 2%z inches in length and the double barrel gun measuress3imiemgth. Both guns use a
small round paper cap. The double barrel gun is actually two single barrel guiag)etissr.

SINGLE BARREL RARE DOUBLE BARREL



