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Heirloom Treasures
by Helen Warnke

During one of the Show
and Tell programs at the
Foundation, | showed these

and plate. They are part of an
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Barber Shops and Beauty Parlors

How things have changed! In 1939 Manheim
had four beauty parlors and nine barber shops.

) : _ Today we can find many beauty shops but the
painted china butter dishes |4 tine harber shops are getting scarce.

incomplete dinner set, and were hand decorated and e Manheim Sentinel of September 28, 1939
painted by my paternal grandmother, Katie Warnke. ists these proprietors of beauty parlors.

On the back of each piece she signed her name and
the date, 1899, and on some pieces, inscribed the

exact date they were painted. Outlined in gold, each
of the plates is painted with a different flower, and
each of the butter dishes has a matching flower de-
sign, in the ornate style so typical of that period.
Unfortunately, she died before finishing the paint-
ing on a complete dinner set.

The following programs have been scheduled
for our Carriage Housemeeting room:

Sunday, October 29th 2 pm
The Early American Blacksmith
Guest Speaker, Larry Long
The speaker will explain the art of blacksmithing
and he will show fine reproductions crafted by his
hands. You will see decorated kitchen utensils,
betty lamps, etc. Don’t miss this program.

Sunday, November 26th 2 pm

Show and Tell

Another fun time. Bring a few items to this
meeting and share the information with others.

hPwpPE

Mrs. Anna Boyd of North Hazel St.

Mrs. Lou Showers of West Ferdinand St.
Mr. Jack Haas of West Ferdinand St.
Mrs. Mary Haines of South Charlotte St.

The barber shops were operated by:

(G20 SN

1. Jake Earhart — West Ferdinand St.
2.
3. Howard Achey — Washington House, Market

Jacob Haldeman — North Charlotte St.

Square

. Charles Haug — 29 South Main St
. Keith Robinson — 127 South Main St. (he

took over the barber shop of Charlie
Gochenauer)

. Oscar Fisher — 59 South Main St.
. John Swarr — The Uptown Barber
. Leroy Peiffer — 117 South Charlotte St.

Harry Zartman — Rear of the American
House (South Charlotte St.)

Compiled by Janet Atkinson Strauss




Ira Brosey — Manheim Storekeeper

Ira Brosey’s salesman career began when he was

only eight years old. He was given a box of to-
bacco twist and some apples to sell in his father’s
confectionary store on South Main Street. Ira was
very proud of his ability to sell these articles and

later he and his father sold home-made ice cream.

His father was also a cigar maker and Ira learned
the trade from him. Ira became a foreman at Abe
Balmer’s cigar factory. Then for twenty one years,
Ira was the proprietor of Brosey's Green Front
Store at 143 South Main St. He built up a large
business from practically nothing.

In February 1930, Ira sold his grocery store to
Claytone Sharbone of Elstonville. After selling
the store, Ira worked at several places, including
H. L. Cassel, Ensminger's Drug Store, H. F.
Ruhl's Drug Store and he clerked in the U. S. As-
bestos Plant. He then began clerking at public

They are both buried at Manheim Fairview Ceme-
tery. Ira A. Brosey was born Sept. 6, 1861 and died
Oct. 27, 1939 and Mary S. Brosey was born May 21,
1869 and died April 29, 1958

Compiled by Janet Atkinson Strauss

Ira Brosey’s Shop

sales where he accumulated lots of odds and ends.

Perhaps he was the “Penny man” at public sales.  This is Mr. Brosey in his shop at 132 South Main
With all of these items that he collected, he opened Street in Manheim. The calendars hanging on the
a little shop next to his home on South Main St. walls indicate that the year was 1930. One can see
This little shop was crammed full of items around Mmany items in the shop that today are highly prized
the store and the curved glass show cases held theby those who are fortunate enough to own an item or

small articles. There were many little toy and
knick-knacks that the children of the 1930’s loved.
When | went into his shop with my uncle, he usu-
ally bought a little toy for me. | remember a spin-
ning top, a little wind-up monkey that combed his
“hair” and a pull-turtle.

Ira Brosey died in 1939 and his little shop was
closed. The building was converted into a dwell-
ing and the Andrew Kissinger family lived in it for
many years. Ira’s widow, Mary or Maze as she
was known by everyone, continued to reside at the
130 South Main St. home. | remember that when
Maze Brosey married a much younger man from
Berks County it was the “talk of Manheim” for a
while.

Ira and Maze Brosey were wealthy people and
owners of quite a few rental properties in Man-
heim.

two from that period. From what can be seen in the
picture, Mr. Brosey sold candy, pop guns, shaving
brushes, small American flags, toys, celluloid dolls,
Lifeboy Shaving Cream, pipes of many brands at
25¢ each, metal clasp leather coin purses, telescopic
music stands, Darn-Saver Guaranteed Hose, and he
had many White Owl Cigar boxes empted of cigars
and filled with small item for sale. Mr. Brosey even
provided something from a Garland icebox. The
person furnishing this picture recalls going to Mr.
Brosey’s shop with a parent and the parent purchas-
ing for him one of the very small turtle pull toys.
Here it is!

3" long - 2¥2" wide
On Three Small Wheels
Head, Tail and Legs Quiver




BASKET 1¢
Manheim, April 7, 1874

“A list of articles sold at public vendue, this
day, by Daniel Danner, Administrator of Susanna
Brown, widow, deceas€d In pencil is addeddn
three months credit on all sums over five dol-
lars.”

The following are some of the articles sold,
who bought them and how much was paid:

Samuel Ruhl (carpenter), meat 4 ¢, hooks 1¢, bas-
ket and sundry 1¢, basket and nails 16¢

George H. Danner, pewter dish 30¢, pewter mug
19¢, pewter dish 60¢, 6 plates 57¢

Daniel Danner, lamp & can 20¢, kettle and iron-
ware 14¢, sundry 5¢

J. M. Ensminger, chaff bag 60¢, table cloths 60¢,
hand tools 40¢ and 25¢

John Brosey, shovel 1¢, spade & fork 9¢

Peter Arnold, chest 80¢, basket 27¢, barrel 10¢,
copper kettle $4.00

Widow Ensminger, crock & apple butter 45¢,
dishes 10¢

Daniel Fasig, cups & saucers 22¢, sundry 1¢

George H. Danner’'s pewter purchases are most
likely in his Americana collection in the Hershey

THE GOOD OLD DAYS!

Above is a picture of William S.
Shiffer's hamburger and hot-
dog wagon that could be seen in
front of 29 Market Square here
in Manheim every Friday and
Saturday. This picture was
taken in 1947. The ad is from
the Manheim Sentinel.

It was a wonderful time! Hot
dogs and hamburgers were 10
and 15 cents and they were deli-
cious. After Mr. Shiffer passed
away, his son Paul operated the

business for a few years. Wouldn't it be nice to be
able to again buy a hotdog or a hamburger from a
lunch wagon on Market Square on a Friday and Sat-
urday.

Museum. Has he identified the purchases made at ACQUISitions:

Susanna Brown’s sale?

. Pharmacy scale from Harry F. Ruhl’'s Drugstore

- on loan from Dorothy Ruhl, granddaughter

. Penryn items - gift from Mark Smith
. Volumes 13 and 14, John J. Ford’s Americana
. A vanity top for the garden rest roomift from

Ressler Cabinet Shop

. Sept. 17, 1864, “The Rail Splitter” by H. M.

Ensminger - A paper supporting Abe Lincoln.
Invitations to Opera House,Fairland Hotel, etc.
and early photographs of Germania Band, base-
ball club, etc. - gifts from Nancy & Arianna Z.




C. J. Hosler’s Old Shop and JackFasig
Pictured is a pencil sketch of Clifford Hosler’'s shoe rephop at 5
West Ferdinand Street in the town of Manheim. The sketch was done by
Draper Buch, sometime in 1938. Draper was a neighbor boy who lived
across the street from the shop. It was at this old shopatiat=asig
spent many hours on weekends and after ending his day’s work at the
Manheim Asbestos Company, and it was here that many reeafigse
Jack. Almost everyone brought shoes to Clifford Hosler's shop for re-
pairs. Those were the days when the people in Manheim spenintime
and around the town and when most of the people knew each other
What follows here are just a few recollections related tinge#ack at
the old shoe repair shop: At the end of Jack’s workday, he could ubediynd sitting on the long wooden
bench just behind the front entrance door in the shoe repair shop, and hespeakdo and kid with people
he knew. Jack never bothered anyone and was always respectheisf. He was always welcome at the old
shop. Many times he would talk about things that he had owned. aidcthat in the days when he had
money to collect antique items he owned dueling pistols, fencingaimilswords. Jack had an appreciation of
fine and interesting things. In the 1930’s and 40'’s he still had atéews ifrom his boxing and wrestling days
and he brought a Jack Fasig-Louie Bartel poster to the shoeskppiand tacked it on the door of the closet
where the icebox and stove cordwood were located. Yes, those wel@ythevhen people still had iceboxes
and got blocks of ice delivered. Back in the early 1940’s, Jack broymgtit af cast iron dumbbell weights to
the old shoe repair shop and gave them to the person relating élnesecbllections and the person still has
the pair of dumbbell weights in his possession. You will see the weights in Vol. 1l aidk&dsig book.

VOL. Il OF THE JACK FASIG BOOK AVAILABLE IN DECEMBER - RESERVE 'Y OUR COPIES
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