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Robert Coleman’s Pistol 
 

    Above are three views of a pistol made for 
Robert Coleman by Lancaster County gun maker 
J. P. Beck.  The pistol, with its wonderful silver 
work, is the left hand one of a set of two.  The 
other pistol, the right hand one, is in the William 
Penn Museum in Harrisburg. 
 

     The Foundation members who attended the  
October 31st, 2004  program had the pleasure of 
seeing this wonderful gun and a Pennsylvania 
Long Rifle made by J. P. Beck.  The members 
also heard a very enjoyable and enlightening pro-
gram presented by member Samuel Nolt on J. P. 
Beck and the gun makers in Lancaster County. 
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Sunday, October 23rd   2:00 pm 
Hershey Museum Tour 
 

     With September’s introduction to the Danner 
Collection, this month you can join us for a  special 
tour of the Hershey Museum to see additional 
Danner items on active display and some selected 
Manheim items kept in storage. The collection, con-
sisting of thousands of artifacts, includes items from 
Henry William Stiegel’s life such as a harpsichord 
from the Stiegel Mansion, a desk from Stiegel’s of-
fice and other great pieces from Manheim’s early 
history. This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity you 
will not want to miss!  The cost of the tour will be 
$7 which will be paid upon our arrival.  We will 
leave by car pool from the Foundation Museum 
promptly at 2:00 PM. 

�  
 

 
Worth a Mint? 
 

     Pictured at right is 
an extremely rare Peter 
Getz pattern half dollar.  
Peter Getz was a self 
taught silversmith from 
Lancaster who cut the 
pattern dies for the 
1792 Washington half 
dollars and cents.  This 
finest known specimen, 
in uncirculated condi-
tion, sold at auction in 
2004 for $340,000.00. �  
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The Danner Store 
 

    The Danner Store on Market Square in Manheim 
is still standing.  It now houses the Jacob H. Ruhl 
Insurance Agency. 
 

    This large three story brick building was built in 
1862 by George H. Danner.  It was an old fashioned 
general store, but was much larger than the typical 
country store found in every little village and town 
back then. 
 

    In this store George Danner sold all the necessi-
ties needed by the townspeople and those of the sur-
rounding communities.  Saturday evening was shop-
ping night and the store would be crowded. 
 

    His brother, Aaron H. Danner, managed the large 
shoe department.  In his spare time, Aaron wrote po-
etry under the pen name of “Sinceratus”.  Much of 
his poetry was published in the Manheim Sentinel. 
 

    It is said by people who knew him, that George 
Danner was a very shrewd and cunning business 
man.  He was of small stature, he had a little beard 
and a cackling laugh.  He was of a scheming and 
grasping nature. 
 

    He had a favorite place in the center of the store 
beside a circular radiator where he could stand and 
keep an eye on the clerks as well as on the custom-
ers. 
 

    George died in 1917 and his will stipulated that 
the store was to continue in operation to help support 
his museum and to finance the building of and old 
folk’s home down on Charlotte Street next to the old 
Danner homestead.  The store continued in business 
for over twenty years after George’s death. 
 

   The old folks home had not been built and the trus-
tees were having a hard time keeping things going.  
Times were changing and with the coming of the 
automobile and buses, people’s habits of shopping 
changed also.  There were more stores and it was 
convenient to get on the bus and go to Lancaster to 
shop.  Finally in 1941 the Danner Store closed for 
good.  The contents of George’s precious museum 
were sold as a whole to Milton Hershey of the Her-
shey Museum.  I am sure that George Danner would  
have wanted his collection to stay in Manheim but 
he also wanted the home to be built.  The Trustees of 

his estate had a difficult decision to make. 
 

     I remember going into the Danner Store when I 
was a small child.  It seemed huge to me with the 
high ceiling and the large glass enclosed showcases.  
I remember the big heavy, squeaking entry door and 
if I recall correctly, there was a cuckoo clock some 
where in the store.  I can remember two of the clerks 
who worked there, Mrs. Monroe Pfoutz and Louella 
Gish .  I was always fascinated by Louella’s sparkly 
diamond rings that she wore on both hands.  I can 
still see her wrapping packages and tying them up 
with string. 
                       Compiled by Janet Atkinson Strauss 
 
                        Sources of Information: 
                        1962 Manheim Bicentennial Book 
                        Historical Manheim, 1762-1976 

�  
 
                           LAST CHANCE 
 

   For the few who have forgotten to pay their 2005 
membership, this is the last opportunity to obtain the   
Daniel Danner booklet as a gift from the Foundation.  
Only 100 numbered copies were published.   
 

   Unpaid memberships will also miss receiving the 
limited number of special publication that the Foun-
dation plans to issue in the near future. 

�  
 
                 RECENT ACQUISITIONS : 
 

Two manuscript copies of THE SPY, publications   
produced by Manheim High School students in 1894 
and 1896 
                                      �   
 

A small group of Manheim to Lancaster Plank Road 
certificates  
                                      �  
 

A blown glass Ensminger apothecary  bottle 
                                      �  
 

Early Manheim turnpike and voting  documents 
                                      �  
 

An Award presented to Jean (Ensminger) Mentzer 
by the Philadelphia College of Pharmacy – gift from 
Joan Mentzer Gibble. 
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from scows.  The force on the boats will be available 
to threaten the whole course of the Potomac to 
its mouth, James & York Rivers, and will be avail-
able to land at Aquia Creek, land at Dumfries or   
Occoquan. 
 

    From the latter point an advance to cut the com-
munication of the forces at Manassas & Richmond 
can be made.  After the advance of a day’s march 
from this point we would be in a position to support 
the advance from Occoquan. 
 

    The report of an advance from Fort Monroe, with 
this floating force to strengthen it, the advance of 
Gen Patterson’s column from Harpers Ferry & Gen. 
McClellan’s from farther west, will so distract the 
rebels attention, that it will become a comparatively 
easy task to cut off the forces this side of the junc-
tion & force them to fight at a disadvantage, or dis-
perse.  The country they now occupy cannot support 
them forty eight hours, after their communications 
with Richmond are intercepted. 
 

    If the troops are landed at Occoquan the cavalry 
can be assembled at Alexandria & march down the 
Potomac in time. 
 

    By means of the boats & railroads centering here, 
the reserve of this point or any one of the columns in 
advance can be withdrawn in a few hours & form a 
reserve for the advance from Occoquan. 
 

   The cost of transportation to supply troops on this 
will be much less than Washington in consequence 
of the facilities afforded by the railroads. 
                                  

                                           S. P. H. 
�                 

 

Call for Volunteers! 
 

Our faithful Chair of the Program Committee finds 
himself over committed to voluntary obligations 
throughout the local community.  As a result, the 
Foundation is in need of people to take on the role of 
planning and coordinating one or more programs 
starting in April of 2006.  If you are interested in the 
continuation of the successful programs we have en-
joyed over the past three years, please contact the 
Foundation at 717-665-5560 to offer your help.  
Your help will be greatly needed!  �  
    

CHRISTMAS (WASSIL) BOW L 
 

 1 ground nutmeg 
 3 cracked nutmeg 
 2 tsp. ground ginger 
 2 sticks cinnamon 
 6 whole cloves 
 2 lumps (large spoons) butter 
 4 cups cider (hard or fresh) 
 2 egg yolks 
 2 cups water 
 1 lb. brown sugar 
 2 cut limes 
 

Bring to a boil, add 2 quarts rum or brandy.  Stir and 
fold in egg whites.  Serve hot or cold. 
 

From Miles Keiffer’s notes in 1927, this recipe was 
found in the attic of Elizabeth Mansion in an old 
book with H. W. Stiegel’s name and the date 1771. 

�  

Important  S. P. Heintzelman 
Memorandum 
 

  Below is a transcript of a memorandum written by 
Col. Samuel P. Heintzelman just prior to the out-
break of the Battle of 1st Manassas (First Bull Run).  
It is the Col’s battle plan, and it is believed that it 
was sent to Winfield Scott, then commanding Gen-
eral of the Union Armies.  General Winfield Scott 
was pushed by public demand to advance on the 
South and the attack took place on July 21, 1861.  
The Battle of 1st Manassas was the first major battle 
of the Civil War. 
 

                                                     Alexandria 
      Memorandum�                      July 1, 1861                                                                                                                                                                                                                               
   

    Send over the Brigades & organize the three col-
umns on this side of the Potomac.  Then advance the 
whole line from Vienna to Alexandria & repair the 
Orange and Alexandria railroad & telegraph. 
 

     Prepare column of men with Artillery & Cavalry.      
This force can be transported in steam boats, propel-
lers, barges and scows.  A sufficient number, with 
those here, can be obtained from the water commu-
nications between Baltimore & Philadelphia.  The 
wharves at Georgetown, Washington, the Navy Yard 
and Alexandria will afford great facilities for em-
barking this force.  The artillery can easily be landed  
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First Major Turn-
pike in the United 
States 
 

The Philadelphia and Lan-
caster Turnpike Road was 
chartered by Pennsylvania on 
April 10, 1792.  The stock 
certificate pictured here, 
which bears a vignette of a 
covered wagon approaching 
a tollgate house, was issued 
for the first major turnpike in 
the United States.  Edward 
Hand, John Hubley, Paul 
Zantsinger, Matthias Slough 
and Abraham Witmer, all of 
Lancaster County, were ap-
pointed commissioners.  This 
certificate was issue in 1795 
to John Burg in the Borough 
of Lancaster. �  


