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MANHEIM WEAVERS OF
COVERLETS

John and William Brosey wove coverlets locally dur-
ing the period from 1835 to 1854. Michael Schwartz
also wove coverlets during the period from 1842 to 1858.
The inscription on Michael Schwartz coverlets reads
“Mate by M. Schwartz in Manheim”. The Foundation
has been fortunate enough to acquire the coverlet pic-
tured above. Its maker, John Brosey wove this coverlet
for “E. Baar” in 1844. Come visit the museum to see this
beautiful piece of early craftwork.

Sunday, October 12, 2003 at 2:00 —4:00 pm
Autumn Serenade in the Garden

Sunday, October 26, 2003 at 2:00 pm
Planning Your Future Wisely
Speaker: Sandra Edwards Gray Esq.

Sunday, November 30, 2003 at 2:00 pm
Christmas Ornaments From History
Speaker: Donna Horst
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SAMUEL H. LEHMAN
Master Craftsman — Minister
1871-1955

Samuel worked on the Reading Division of the
Philadelphia and Reading Railroad Co. as a carpen-
ter and, upon his retirement on Feb. 25, 1938, he de-
voted much of his time to working in his tiny work-
shop behind his house on South Grant Street in Man-
heim. In his shop he made handles for axes and ham-
mers and did many repair jobs for neighbors and
friends. The most interesting work that Samuel did in
his shop was the creation of toys and animal carvings
in wood. One of those toys was received by the
Foundation as a gift and is on exhibit in the museum.
The action toy is that of two men with sledge ham-
mers in hand hammering railroad spikes.

The above information was furnished to Jim
Hosler by Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin H. Heesh

“I hope peace will come, and when it comes will come
to stay” - Abraham Lincoln

Quote excerpted from the Manheim newspadper

Flag, dated August 1, 1868.




Kauffman Park

Tradition has it
that the site
given over to
our Borough for
park purposes,
and known as
Kauffman Park,
was from the
earliest recollec-
tion of the white
man a retreat for certain tribes of Indians who periodi-

cally frequented this same spot for the purpose of indulg-

ing in games and mystic religious rites known only to the
wise men of the original tribes of Conestogas, Lenapes

C. J. Snavely, (both members of the State Legislature)
an Act was passed by Council for the protection of park
trees, springs, branches and other improvements which
were placed in the park under the direction of Council.
During the period between 1883 to 1885 a pavil-
ion was erected, walks laid out, the springs walled and
cleaned, dams built and an entrance gate erected. About
the year 1889, Council aided by a number of enterpris-
ing citizens planted maple trees and the result was a very
prettily arranged grove. For a time the park was leased
to certain parties who made efforts to bring it before the
public as an amusement park, and for one or two sea-
sons succeeded fairly well. The park was then somewhat
abandoned and neglected for a period of eight to ten
years. Around this time, attorneys for the Borough dis-
covered that our authorities did not have the right to ex-
pend any public money for its maintenance. In 1911 the

and Delawares. That to this spot came the chiefs and old Legislature was appealed to, and by an Act passed in

men with their attendants for arrows and potent charms
and magic medicine so very necessary to the well being
of their tribes. In 1939, when the information in this arti-
cle appeared in the September 28 issue of the Sentinel,
there were several older residents of our Borough who
could recall stories told them by their grandparents of the
once powerful tribes of Indians who inhabited this part of

this year, boroughs were enabled to own, maintain and
lay out grounds outside the corporate limits for amuse-
ment and recreation purposes, with the right of appropri-
ating public money for such purposes. In the year 1913 a
Board of Park Commissioners was created in an effort to
solve the problem of lack of funds to improve the park
and to reasonably assure its success. The Board’s work

Pennsylvania. As time went on the park seemed to carry Was marked with much more success than was expected
with it certain of these same traditions. The old trees and for the whole town united in the efforts to improve the

enchanting surroundings in the park which witnessed the
passing of the Red Man were hallowed and meant to be
preserved for all time. As early as 1812 this piece of

park.
At the time that the trolley track was laid from
Manheim to Lancaster the track passed through the park

woods was used as a retreat. The original stand of virgin N @ high embankment which divided the park into two

timber which in 1939 was still preserved without any-
body knowing why, has now mostly disappeared.

After the Plank Road between Manheim and
Lancaster was completed in 1855 the park area with its
beautiful timber and spring of the purest water became

more accessible to the people of Manheim and, they were

drawn to the area like the Indians of generations before
were drawn to the cool shade and pleasing views.
Around the time that the Manheim to Lancaster

parts.

Around 1915 the Indian spring in the northern end
of the park was walled and this work was done by em-
ployees of the then Eisenlohr Cigar factory and spon-
sored by H. H. Berntheizel.

In later years the trolley track embankment was
removed and a new pavilion and bandstand were built.

Under the W. P. A. project the stream flowing
from the large spring was walled up and slides, swings

Plank Road was completed, Abraham Kauffman, by deed and furnaces were constructed. Kauffman Park has un-

presented to the Borough of Manheim the area of the
park land which he owned and in 1868 the Borough pur-
chased land to enlarge the park area. The park is, of
course, named in honor of Mr. Kauffman and his gener-
ous gift to our community. The park was not brought
under the control of the Borough until 1875. In

1875, through the efforts of Dr. John M. Dunlap and Dr.

dergone many changes over the years but we are fortu-
nate that in these days of persons holding less to things
of real value to o society, Councils saw
fit to retain and 7\ preserve this wonder-
ful wooded area.




A LOST TREASURE

This was

once the mansion

of Henry Wm.

Stiegel, glass-

maker, ironmas-

ter, church-man

and founder of

Manheim. After

Henry Wm.

Stiegel met with
financial difficulties too great to recover from, he lost
his mansion in 1775 at a sale conducted by John Ferree,
Sheriff of Lancaster County. Henry Wm. Stiegel had
already lost most of his estate in Manheim, including
the Glass House to Michael Diffenderfer at a sale con-
ducted in1774. The mansion became the property of
William Bausman and was sold by William Bausman
to Robert Morris, the great financier of the American
Revolution and the first head of the Treasury of the
United States. It was purchased later by James Jenkins.

Later John Arndt moved from Lebanon County
to Manheim and began the tanning of leather. His son,
John, Jr. succeeded him and in 1825 purchased the
Stiegel property and engaged in merchandising. Thus
the year 1825 marks when the building was first used
as a business establishment rather than a residence.

In 1846 John Arndt, Jr. sold the business to his
son and son-in-law, Messrs. Henry Arndt and Adam
Worley.

The new firm of Arndt and Worley lasted until
1857. Worley, Bomberger and Boyd, dealers in lumber
and general merchandising was the next business which
lasted one year and nine months when a new partner-
ship of Arndt and Boyd was formed. Five years later,
H. C. Boyd withdrew and built the “White Front Store”
at 33 Market Square. Henry Arndt was now the sole
owner of the business until during the early eighties
when he sold out to the Beckers.

The store was known as Becker’s store for a pe-
riod of twenty years. Later H. D. Lemon purchased the
property and in 1919 it passed to the Rettew Family.
The last person in the Rettew Family to operate the
property as a business establishment was Elden Rettew.

What a wonderful treasure this community would
have if only the building had remained a residence and
undisturbed over the past 239 plus years.

< The Five H's.— Five of the sweetest
words in the English language begins with

H: - Heart, hope, home, happiness, and
heaven. Heart is a hope place, and home is a
heart-place, and the man sadly mistaketh who
would exchange the happiness of home for any-
thing less than heaven.”

November 7, 1868 issue Our Flag.

ROBERT MORRIS LETTER

A scarce Revolutionary War-date letter from Robert
Morris, written to Eldridge Gerry, his fellow Continen-
tal Congressman and signer of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence, was displayed recently at the museum. An
excerpt of the letter reads; “l take the liberty to en-
close you Genl. Greenes letter relative to Colo. Barton
which | forgot to deliver you at parting. | think that
brave man deserving of a reward better adapted to his
circumstances & probably this letter of the General
may assist you in serving him. A Spirit of Enterprize is
wanting in our Army and every instance we meet with
ought to be highly encouraged, With my Compts to all
Friends | am Dear Sir,

Your Obed & Humble Servt.
Robt. Morris”

William Barton, a Rhode Island militia officer, had
captured British General Richard Prescott in a daring
raid in July 1777. That same month, the Continental
Congress had commended him and voted to present
him with a sword. In November, Barton had been pro-
moted to lieutenant colonel, but he was actively seek-
ing the rank of colonel. Barton petitioned Congress
and on December 24, Congress did promote Barton to
the rank and pay of a colonel in the Continental Army,
and he served until the end of the war.

On the following page you will find the entire letter
reprinted. As you read this document, you may reflect
on the bravery, fortitude and commitment our forefa-
thers held for this great land and people. A rich heri-
tage we do indeed hold and the small town of Man-
heim, has played host and home to such men as these!







Letter from Chambers Gibble to Mr,
David Hershey, Manheim Borough, Lan-
October 28
1864, from Atlanta, Georgia.

caster County. Penna.

(The letter paper was supplied by “The U.S. QlanisCom-
mission- sends this sheet as a messenger betwesalther
and his home. Let it hasten to those who waitifbngs.)
Friend David,

| had often sought for to write to you, butaigh our
four month campaign | could get no paper or envelopdo
S0, and as soon as we came to Atlanta and hagdagsdp a
little, we were cut off again, so we had to follow the re-
bels again, and had no paper more than what myseiféin
her letters to answer her letters, till today | iz first op-
portunity to do so.

| think you did hear all about the hard timeshad in the
four month fight in marching and fighting and fdytng.
Near every day | heard little bullets and sometiney near
hit me. One day a solid cannonball took off thenfrman of
me his knapsack and throwed it in my face and kadcke
back. The same day a solid shot hit a limb oéa &nd fell
down on the side of me.

One day | was detailed to make up breast svfrka
battery in front of a rebel fort. Within six huredf yards of it
they opened on us with shells and killed and wodndany
of my partners around me. It was so hot of a pthaetheir
matches of their shells was on fire yet and ond@tboys on
the side of me lit his smoke pipe on the match.

| helped to make four charges in this cagmaOne
morning | went out to the picket line where | lefy cap box
lay the night before and came to the wrong pladhiwir5
yards of the rebels rifle pits, and they openedl&ey at me.
| just left myself drop; they stopped then andid labout 20

minutes, then | jumped and runned back.

They fired a few shot but came safe through. Saalde
many a dangerous time through in this campaignad
all the time along with the regiment and the ontyg o
from our place that had to be in the front all tinge, as
Harrison is detailed to carry spades and picksAandt
was with the teames. | think it is for no use iicegyou
more about the campaign as you perhaps seen ail @&bo
in your paper.

All I wish for is to see a beginning of an esfdhis
humpuckish war, but | can't see it yet for my pavtost
of the boys have good hopes if Old Abe gets eledted!
can’t see that point this time. | sooner standnaéthis
time then to cast my vote for him; then | candroke
myself for doing wrong. In that part there is gondny
can’t vote for either of them, so | will let thodecide
which see more on the end of this wicked Rebellion.

We are now camped at Marietta, Ga., a verg town
and on the railroad towards Chattanooga, some B&mi
from here. The reason | am here is | was detadddtth
our regimental legion, and we are here a few dayfs|
think we can get transportation to move now fogao
back again which | am glad if we do for | expedrthis
old mail in camp till we get back. | did not hdaym
home for about six weeks. We didn't get paid pet, |
think we will get paid before very long. | wrotdedter to
my wife yesterday and told her she must try and get
money from you if she can. This is if you havenall
out and if she needs money. | will soon write d&gain,
and then | can tell her more about when we get. paid

| am in good health and hope this letter firitl you
and all the family the same. | send my best rasgec
Ben and all the rest. Write soon and by so domg will
favour your friend. = Chambers Gibble
Direct your letter: Chambers Gibble -19. P.V.V
3rdBrg. 1stDiv. 1# A.C. —

Marietta, Georgia.




Recent Gifts to the Foundation

Dr. Loy Awkerman, (10) copies of “The Mystery
Lingers”
Cash gifts from:
Thomas Longenecker and Family
Manheim Lions Club
Mike Graham
Willis W. Shenk
Women'’s Club of Manheim
A grant from Lancaster County Foundation
for two table type display cases.

Books for the Ensminger Library:

“Postcards of the Manheim Area”

Steve Michael: “Early American Wrought Iron”

Randal & Violet Geib: “Images of the Storm”,
“Clockmakers of Lancaster County
and Their Clocks 1750-1850" and
“Eye of the Storm”

J.H. “Finances and Paper Money of the
Revolutionary War”
J.H. “The Fascinating World of Early

Tools, Trades & Technology”

%% 18$$"1# &' $"()" #'%

Work Continues

For those that have not visited the museum lately, Eliza-
beth’s Garden has been abloom with more than just lovely
flowers and shrubs! Work is well underway on a handi-
capped accessible toilet. The frame is up and simulated
slate roofing soon to be installed. This addition to the
Garden will facilitate the needs of visitors and those rent-
ing the facilities for weddings and other special events. It
will also add to the accessibility of the garden, museum
and its contents for the public. Such a project was made
possible through a generous donation from Willis W.
Shenk.

As our program schedule winds down for this season,
many various tasks and projects still are in need for the
Foundation. We are looking for others to help us in apply-
ing effective use of the computer and internet, developing
a website for the Foundation, volunteers to assist the host-
ing outside groups, garden care volunteers, and others.

If you have been wondering what you could do to help in
promoting the preservation of our history, look no further!




