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A Welcoming Place! 
By Daniel Snyder 
 

   Activities at the Historic Manheim Preservation 
Foundation over the past year included serving as 
host to children from Small Frey’s Day Care for an 
enjoyable visit to the Museum including “Sparky” 
the local Manheim clown. The photo below illus-
trates the number of happy youngsters that enjoyed 
Sparky sporting their bag of gifts lovingly created by 
Foundation member Nancy Zimmerman. This was a 
successful opportunity to introduce children to the 
amazing history of Manheim waiting for them at the 
Museum. By their smiles, you can tell the day care 
staff enjoyed themselves as well! 
 

 
  
   The Foundation was host to the Manheim Lion’s 
Club for meetings. Despite the wet Spring and Sum-
mer, the Lions were able to enjoy a catered meal on 
the patio of Elizabeth’s Garden having a great time 
of fellowship and delicious food from Enck’s Cater-
ing. Attendees received an introduction to the work 
of the Foundation and toured the Museum learning 
more about Manheim’s rich heritage and the inter-
esting treasures on display. 

   The Foundation has hosted local community or-
ganizations such as the Manheim Development 
Group for their regular monthly meeting. This 
group is charged with promoting the development 
of business opportunities and business vitality in 
Manheim. The Manheim Development Group was 
joined by representatives of the Main Street Pro-
gram underway in the town center of Mount Joy. 
After their meeting, the attendees received an in-
troduction to the Foundation and toured the Mu-
seum finishing off a productive session. 
 

   The Foundation has also provided a lovely set-
ting for the marriages of Mrs. & Mrs. Wesley Kulp 
and Mrs. & Mrs. Derry McFarland.  These special 
events took place in Elizabeth’s Garden and the 
Carriage House, both areas accommodating a 
pleasant and  memorable day for the new couples 
and their attendees. 
 

   These are just some examples of the many ways 
the Historic Manheim Preservation Foundation 
serves the local community by linking with com-
munity groups and helping others to grow, learn 
about and embrace our local heritage.            �  
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Interesting Facts 
By Jim Hosler 

 

 In 1885, the ONE-PRICE 
CASH STORE in Manheim, 
Reiff’s Old Stand, was sell-
ing Heavy Red-Leather Lined Shoes-Children’s 
$1.10, Misses $1.25, Ladies $1.50, brooms at 10 
cents and 12 cents, soaps at 5 cents and Ladies and 
Gents Gauze Underwear 16 cents, 18 cents, 25 cents.  
      
   In 1893 the men working on the Manheim and 
Lancaster Pike were paid 12 cents per hour.  That’s 
what one could call “minimum wage”! 
 

   It’s it amazing how times have changed.   �  

David Lehman Seed Scale 
   The seed scale pictured above displays the initials 
D. E. L. on the base and was sold in 1983 at Mrs. 
Luther Boyd’s sale, 123 Fruitville Pike, Manheim.  
Mrs. Boyd’s parents were Amos and Maggie Nissley 
and were from the Union Square area north of  Man-
heim.  Mrs. Nissley’s maiden name was Maggie 
Gantz and her family operated the Union Square Ho-
tel on  the northwest corner of Colebrook Road and 
Elizabethtown Road. Since the seed scale was 
handed down in the Gantz family, it is believed that 
the scale was used at the hotel for weighing small 
amounts of seed sold to customers. 

 

   Hotels in rural areas sometimes sold supplies that 
were usually only available at stores in towns.  
While the brass scale was being polished,  the pre-
sent owner discovered the answer to the mystery of 
the letters D.E.L.  Faintly scratched on the base is  
“by David E. Lehman invented”.  Information on 
David E. Lehman is now being researched. �  

Fisher’s Plaster 
By Jim Hosler 
 

   The label above describes a well-known local rem-
edy commonly found for sale at Oscar H. Fisher’s 
barber shop located at 61 South Main Street in Man-
heim and at Harry F. Ruhl’s Drug Store.  Fisher sold 
this healing ointment made from an old German rec-
ipe passed down in his family through many genera-
tions.  The recipe was never to be known by anyone 
outside Mr. Fisher’s family. One ingredient in the 
mixture was red lead, which today is considered 
harmful to humans.  Recently the Foundation ac-
quired items from the Harry F. Ruhl, Sr. and Jr. 
Drug Store which included a wooden ointment con-
tainer with the original ointment priced at 50 cents. 
The container was accompanied by the label pic-
tured above.  The prescription pictured below, was 
made on Christmas Day in 1891, the first year of 
Harry F. Ruhl Sr.’s operation of the Drug Store.  
How’s that for reliable customer service!   �  
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lilies. Many of his flowers were shipped to the Phila-
delphia and New York markets. He was a producer 
of a special variety of sweet pea known as the Mrs. 
E. P. Hostetter Sweet Pea. This flower was origi-
nated by Manheim’s first florist and named for his 
wife. Mr. Shue’s son-in-law, Harvey W. Stauffer 
was also associated in the Shue greenhouse business. 
 

   Mr. Harry Earhart had a greenhouse to the rear of 
the Grade School building off South Hazel St. Mr. 
Earhart had also worked for Emanuel Hostetter in 
the early days of his career. His specialties were 
vegetable and bedding plants in the spring time 
while asters were raised out doors under cloth. 
Sweet peas and pom-poms were raised in addition to 
the carnations and other flowers for the market. 
 

   Howard A. Merkey built a greenhouse in 1928 on 
land purchased from the John Shreiner Estate lo-
cated on the East side of North Penn St. This green-
house business was a pioneer in the raising of hot 
house tomatoes. They also raised a full line of cut 
flowers, potted plants such as ferns and geraniums. 
The forcing of bulbs for the Easter season was a big 
part of this operation. They also specialized in floral 
designs for all kinds of occasions. The rest of their 
flower crop was sent to the wholesale markets in 
Philadelphia and New York City. 
 

   Dr. Pursifier F. Guie, a native of  New Jersey, who 
came to Manheim in 1913, was interested in raising 
flowers. He bought a piece of land from Jacob 
Becker, Sr. south of Manheim where he built a huge 
greenhouse. This house was located along Route 72 
at the intersection of the Mechanicsville road near 
Root’s Market. His flowers were shipped to the mar-
kets in Pittsburgh, Philadelphia, New York and Bal-
timore. Dr. Guie had his office at the corner of South 
Main and West Stiegel Streets, across the street from 
the Hostetter Mansion. 
 

   Carl B. Mackley had a greenhouse on North Pitt 
Street. He raised the traditional hot house flowers 
which were shipped to the wholesale markets. He 
also raised hot house tomatoes for the wholesale 
trade in addition to some retailing. 
  
 

Continued on page 4 

The Florist Business in Manheim 
By Janet Atkinson Strauss, 
Manheim Sentinel, issue of Sept. 1939 
 

   The first greenhouses were built in Manheim 
around 1889 by Emanuel Hostetter. He started out 
with two small houses on the corner of South Main 
and West Stiegel Streets. He became a very success-
ful businessman and went on to become one of the 
leading florists in Pennsylvania. In later years the 
greenhouses were torn down and he built the beauti-
ful Hostetter Mansion. This house was later the 
home of Mr. & Mrs. Henry Simpson, which many of 
us will remember. A picture of this house with its 
porch can be seen on page 25 of the Old Home 
Week book. 
 

   Abraham Hostetter also started in the greenhouse 
business by building four houses on South Grant 
Street. When Abraham died his houses were pur-
chased by Emanuel Hostetter. 
 

   In 1906 Monroe Hostetter was employed as an ap-
prentice to Emanuel. As years went by Monroe 
Hostetter became Manheim’s leading florist. In 1928 
he purchased three green houses on the south side of 
E. High Street. These were later torn down and three 
new ones built on North Linden St. He also owned 
the green houses on S. Grant St. once owned by the 
other Hostetters. Monroe Hostetter had thousands of 
carnation, snap dragon, chrysanthemum, sweet pea, 
and tomato plants. Many of his flowers were sold 
locally but he also furnished flower shops in Lancas-
ter, Lebanon, Reading & Harrisburg. The rest was 
shipped to the wholesale markets in New York, 
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. 
 

   I remember Monroe Hostetter as a very jovial man. 
My uncle and I often went to his greenhouse to buy 
flowers. On some occasions he would give me a 
bouquet of sweet peas if I said some Penn Dutch 
words for him. He always seemed to get a big kick 
out of that. 
 

   Another Manheim florist was Allen Shue. He 
owned several huge greenhouses on East High St. 
adjacent to the original Hostetter houses. Mr. Shue 
also served as an apprentice to Emanuel P. Hostetter. 
He raised pom-poms, daisies, sweet peas and calla- 
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Florist Business in Manheim continued 
 

  Norman Kreider had eight large greenhouses, some 
of which are used for experimental work of cultivat-
ing prize flowers. He was the first florist in the area 
to raise plants by use of black cloth, a practice other 
florists have since used. His flowers have won prizes 
in local and national shows. All of his flowers are 
sent to the wholesale markets of Pittsburgh, Phila-
delphia, New York, Buffalo and Washington. 
 

  Many of the flowers sent to wholesale market were 
hauled by trucks owned by “Dutch” Witmyer of 
Manheim. My grandfather, Clement Showers, was 
one of his drivers and I remember him talking about 
all the flowers that he hauled.                 �  
 

New Happenings 
 
~  Members having a “membership due” sticker on 
    this issue of Our Heritage are asked to send a  
    check for their membership renewal today! 
 
~  We are hoping to have our Foundation website  
     ready for access in the coming months.  Members 
     or businesses that desire to support this project 
     financially are asked to submit your contribution 
     to the Foundation no later than December 1, 
     2004.  Appropriate recognition will be provided 
     on the website for such contributors.  For further 
     questions, call the Foundation at 665-5560 and 
     leave a message.  We will be happy to contact to 
     you with  more information. 
 
~  After two years of successful programming, we 
    are now in need of additional volunteers to con- 
    tinue program planning and direction for events 
    in 2005.  If this opportunity is of interest to you 
    and you would like to help others in program  
    planning for 2005, please contact Dan Snyder 
    at 664-2280. 
 

 A QUOTE WORTH REMEMBERING : 
 
“We are the custodians of not only the antique items, 

but of their individual histories as well. It is our  
legacy to future generations.” 

 
The Numismatist Magazine 

Recent Acquisitions 
 

Items from the Harry F. Ruhl, Sr. and Jr. drugstore: 
            ~  Handwritten remedies book 
            ~  Early pill making device 
            ~  A variety of paper labels 
            ~  Handwritten prescription papers from 
     1891 & 1892 
            ~  Wooden containers for ointments 
            ~  Early deeds from the store property on 
     South Prussian Street 
 
Manheim Movie Poster from 1945-46, from Tom 
Longenecker 
 
Holograph pass related to Major General Heintzel-
man’s defenses of Washington, D.C. 
 
A treasure of early local advertising ephemera 
 
A grant from the Ressler Mill Foundation for the 
purchase of a projector and a screen 
 
Two custom made cherry display cases through a 
grant provided by the Lancaster County Community 
Foundation 
 
John J. Ford, Jr. Early Americana Collection, Auc-
tion Catalogs, 1,2,3,4 & 5   Catalogue 2 contains the 
largest and finest collection of Peter Getz pattern 
half dollars and cents ever assembled.  Peter Getz 
was a self taught silversmith from Lancaster who cut 
the pattern dies for the 1792 Washington half dollars 
and cents.  So highly skilled was Peter Getz that he 
had once been considered for a job at the Philadel-
phia Mint.  Catalog 3 contains a specimen of the 
April 2, 1723 Province of Pennsylvania issue of pa-
per money; the first year that Pennsylvania emitted 
paper money. 
 
Items placed on loan with the Foundation include: 
 

Tin “J. M. Dunlap Dentist” sign from Helen Warnke 
 
Numerous pieces of R. S. Prussia china, including 
miniatures, from J. Harland Miller 
 

We gratefully acknowledge the support and interest of 
these individuals and organizations!            
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H. H. Martin’s Hardware Store 
By Janet Atkinson Strauss 
 
   The origin of this business goes back to the year 
1859 when Michael White and Jacob Neveling 
founded a lumber company known as the “Manheim 
Lumber Yard”. It was located on the corner of 
Gramby and Wolf Streets. 
 
   A few years later this business was moved to 
South Charlotte and Stiegel Streets and was now 
owned by Worley and White. In addition to the lum-
ber business they built a store to carry on the hard-
ware trade. The business flourished and by 1870 it 
was known as the “Hardware and Lumber Business 
of Worley and White”. 
 
   About 1873 Mr. Abram Kline took possession and 
he operated the business until his death in 1905. His 
estate ran the store for about a year when it was sold 
to Mr. Martin and Mr. Muth. 
 
   Mr. Marin started his business career with the 
George H. Danner Co. of Manheim in the 1890’s. In 
1897 he started a coal and lumber business and a 
few years later he formed a partnership with a Mr. 
Muth. After the purchase of the Kline property in 
1906, this partnership was dissolved in 1907 when 
Mr. Martin became the sole owner. 
 
   In 1925 Mr. Martin erected a large brick building 
which enabled him to increase his stock with a full 
line of paints, hardware and a large supply of toys 
such as scooters, express wagons, sleds, roller 
skates, tricycles, air rifles and games. 

 
   Some items advertised for sale at Martin’s Hard-
ware in 1939 included:  Monarch Iron Kitchen 
Ranges priced at $90.00 to $140.00; Estate Heatrolas 
to heat your parlor for $39.00 and up; coal buckets 
for 45 cents; alarm clocks for 89 cents; carpet 
sweepers for $2.19; sure catch mouse traps (5) for 9 
cents; butcher saw $1.19; foot balls for 79 cents; and 
a lunch kit with vacuum bottle for $1.19. They also 
dealt in second hand kitchen ranges and parlor heat-
ers. Another side line was guns. Their ad says “Stop 
in and talk guns with us”. 
 

                                                            

   On a personal note I would like to add that I was 
taken to Martin’s store many times while growing 
up in Manheim during the 30’s & 40’s. I still have a 
metal kitchen chair that my uncle bought for me 
when I was about three years old.  
                                
   I ate meals at their house quite often and being too 
big for a high chair and too small for the regular 
kitchen chair, my uncle went down to Martin’s to 
see if he could remedy the situation. The chair was 
just the thing and to this day it is sitting in my 
kitchen. My four children took their turns sitting on 
it and then my two grandchildren sat on it and now I 
have a little three year old great grand daughter who 
is eager to sit on the “Baby Chair” whenever she eats 
meals at our home. That chair has certainly stood the 
test of time! 
 
Taken from Manheim Sentinel 
Issue of Sept. 28, 1939 
 

�  
 

Elam Showers and the $5.00 Dutch 
Cupboard 
By Janet Atkinson Strauss 
 
   Elam Y. Showers was born in Manheim on Jan. 15, 
1866, being the first child of William Showers and 
his wife, Kittie Ann Young. 
 
   When Elam was growing up he learned the baking 
trade. He started a baking business of his own in 
Manheim, the year unknown to me, but in the 1912 
Old Home Week book he placed a full page adver-
tisement. His bakery was located on North Charlotte 
Street, and his ad says “Parties, Weddings and Fu-
nerals Promptly Served on Short Notice”. He also 
says “My Team Will Stop at Your Door and Serve 
You”. 
 
   Now, it so happens that my uncle, Charlie Rickert 
of Manheim, who was Elam’s brother-in-law, was 
an employee at the Showers Bakery. My uncle and I 
often visited Elam, and I heard lots of stories from 
their baking days. I would like to share one of my 
favorites. 

Continued on page 6 
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Elam Showers continued 
 

   The Showers bakery had several teams serving 
routes in Manheim and also around the country side 
surrounding the town. It was customary for Elam to 
allow people to run up bread bills and then they even-
tually paid up when they had some money. 
 

   There was one family out in the country who came 
on hard times and their baker bill was run up to 
$5.00, a huge sum back in those days. They desper-
ately wanted to pay their bill and they came up with 
an idea to give a piece of furniture to Elam to make 
up for their debt. Elam was agreed to accept any old 
Dutch Cupboard to erase their $5.00 debt. 
 

   Elam and Charlie often talked about this when we 
visited Elam’s home at White Oak. The treasured 
cupboard was a prominent piece of furniture in the 
“front” room. When Elam and his wife decided that 
they could no longer live alone, they held a public 
sale for all their belongings and they moved in with a 
son. 
 

   The $5.00 Dutch Cupboard was sold for quite a 
sum to a lady who lived in Manheim. I wonder where 
that Dutch Cupboard is today? Elam Showers died  

March 17, 1951 and he is buried at the East Fairview 
Church of the Brethren Cemetery. 
 

   Elam’s son Charles S. Showers had a bakery at his 
home in Elstonville. His baked goods were sold in 
Manheim up until the 1940’s. Sam Gantz of Man-
heim drove a horse and baker wagon through the 
streets of Manheim on a regular schedule. After 
Charlie Showers sold out his baking business he 
went to Hershey Industrial School and worked in the 
bakery.          

   �  
 

                Coming Programs 
 

October 31st  2:00 pm 
Lancaster County Gunsmithing 
Mr. Samuel Nolt 
 

November 21st  2:00 pm 
Show & Tell 
Various members will share artifacts 
 

Refreshments provided by Nancy Zimmerman 


