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Million In Antiques Is Guarded  
At Manheim 
Family of Nathaniel Long, Who Died Re-
cently, Safeguarding Collection, Known 
Internationally; 
Astors and Vanderbilts Seeking Pieces 

A collection of rare 
antiques, believed to 
be valued at nearly 
one million dollars, is 
being closely guarded 
at Manheim as follow-
ing the death of Na-
thaniel Long, eighty-
four, a lifelong resi-
dent of that place and 
well known antique 
collector.   
   The value of the an-
tiques was revealed 
only recently through 

inquiries of representatives of internationally known 
families and millionaires, such as the Astors and 
Vanderbilts, of New York, and the DuPonts, of Wil-
mington, who have announced that they will attend 
the sale to be. 
    Members of the family, acting on the advice of an 
attorney, have securely barred the windows and 
doors of the house to prevent vandals from stealing 
the antiques and placed a grand nephew of the dead 
man, John Long, on guard as watchman.  
 

Valuable China Collection 
   Mr. Long was said to have had one of the most  
valuable individual collections of china in the coun- 

try and it has been inspected by visitors from all 
parts of Europe and America.  His collection of 
Stiegel glassware, pewter, brass and silverware is 
also prized highly.  Henry Ford was greatly inter-
ested in the Stiegel glassware and had planned to 
visit Long this summer, it was said. 
   Among the most valuable antiques in the Long 
collection is a ladder-back chair, belonging to the 
Morris family, descendants of the original signer 
of the Declaration of Independence, which was 
used by General George Washington during his 
stay at Germantown. 
   Other antiques in demand by collectors include: 
an exceptionally large Pamely shawl, hand worked 
in Seville, Spain, for which the Vanderbilts had 
offered Long $8,000; a pink luster tea set, four 
pieces, which was desired by Mrs. Stuyvesant 
Fish, New York City, for $2,000; a pewter Com-
munion set said to be used by Baron Stiegel, six 
quaint china plates depicting a scene from “The 
Bride of Abydos,” by Byron Gallery, English au-
thor; several steel engravings of George Washing-
ton, numerous historical plates, platters, and tea 
pots. 
 

Looked Forward to Anniversary 
   With his death Wednesday, Mr. Long was 
robbed of his dearest desire, to exhibit his collec-
tion of antiques during the 200th anniversary cele-
bration of the founding of Lancaster County.  
Members of the family stated he had looked for-
ward to escorting visitors through his house to 
view his collection this summer. 
   Mr. Long was the son of George Long, who was 
a locksmith, and has spent his entire life in the 
house.  When Nathaniel was ten years old, he en-
tered the employ of Samuel Ensminger, who con- 
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she approached a bank director to influence Mr. 
Long concerning selling the items that she desired to 
purchase.  Well, after Mr. Long was pressured by the 
bank director and told that “Nathaniel you must sell 
the items to the lady”, Nathaniel packed up the china 
and shipped it to the lady, but he sent the lady the 
wrong china.  George Heiges did not know if the 
wrong china was ever returned to Nathaniel and 
whether the lady ever received the china that she 
wanted.     
                                           �  
 

Words of Encouragement  
 

   Over the past two years we have received mes-
sages (little hand written notes) from members and 
the public thanking HMPF for preserving Man-
heim’s heritage through articles in our newsletters 
and for the acquisition of artifacts related to Man-
heim’s early history.  We have also received email 
messages complimenting HMPF on our website and 
our newsletters. The little notes and brief emails 
make our efforts very gratifying.  Below are excerpts 
from some of these notes: 
  
"I received the newsletter today and was really 
surprised by the article and picture and so 
pleased."  Jaci    Jacqueline is referring to the April 
issue concerning her grandfather’s Sears & Roebuck 
home.  
 
"I always look forward to receiving the next issue 
of Our Heritage."     D. F.                                                                        
 
"Thanks for the continual effort to preserve 
Manheim’s early heritage."     A. R. 
  
"I wish that I could be there to help with the ef-
forts at the Foundation."     J. G. 
                                                                    
"I finally found the HMPF website and I’ve en-
joyed reading the newsletters.  I’ve copied some 
of the articles into my files to have the informa-
tion readily available."     D. S. 
 
"What a nice website! Please accept my payment 
for a membership.”     D. J.                                                  

Million In Antiques continued: 
ducted a drug store at Manheim, where he remained 
for four years. 
   It was said that Long first started to collect an-
tiques when he was four years old.  While attending 
a funeral at Mount Joy, his story goes, Long disap-
peared and he was finally found in a store, where he 
insisted his parents buy for him a cup and saucer 
which he had selected.  While employed as a drug 
store clerk, Long is said to have asked to be paid 
with a relic instead of money. 
 

Was Town Librarian 
   In 1857, when the second Lutheran church was 
built, Mr. Long placed the box in the corner stone.  
Fifty years ago when the library was organized, he 
was the first librarian, serving for twenty-four years. 
   Mr. Long, despite his age, had a wonderful mem-
ory, recalling incidents from the time he was four  
years of age.  For the past thirteen years Long had 
attended an invalid sister, Mrs. Sarah Long Eshle-
man, who died about a month ago. 
   Two nephews, Henry Long, of Kissel Hill, and 
William Long, of Manheim survive. Funeral ser-
vices will be held Saturday.  
 

 Most of the above was published in the 
 Lancaster newspaper in 1929. 
 

Foot Note: 
   The income from Nathaniel W. Long’s Estate was 
given to the Manheim Lutheran Church, according 
to his will, and the chimes in the church tower were 
purchased from the funds.  Each year, in June, at the 
“Red Rose Festival”, Mr. Long would decorate the 
church chancel with long-stemmed American 
Beauty roses.  His efforts provided the services with 
unique and beautiful decorations for the occasion of 
the payment of “One Red Rose” to Henry William 
Stiegel’s heirs. 
 
The following is an interesting story told to Jim 
Hosler by George Heiges: 
 

   Nathaniel Long would not sell any of his treasured 
antiques, even though he had very limited finances 
and apparently some debts.  One day a wealthy lady  
from New York State tried to buy some china from 
Mr. Long without success, and, somehow hearing 
that Nathaniel was in debt at one of the local banks,  
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· Purchase a laptop computer and video projector 
for use in public educational programs $3,000 

 

· Purchase additional reference books and         
materials for use in historical research by the 
public     $1,500 

 
          Total Cost: $19,000 
 

   The team believed that these projects would: 
 

· Enhance the Foundation's programming for the 
general public 

· Improve handicapped accessibility to the facili-
ties 

· Enhance the Foundation’s research opportunities 
· Improve the appearances of the facilities 
· Finish several projects in process that needed 

funds for their full completion 
 

   From late 2009 through March of 2010, this team 
made personal, phone and/or email contacts with 
seven local civic organizations to obtain their sup-
port.  Personal contacts were also made by Ray 
Becker, Henry Deemer and Daniel Snyder with our 
local House of Representative Member, Thomas 
Creighton and State Senate Member, Michael 
Brubaker to explain our project goals and solicit 
their support in obtaining State funds toward these 
projects.  Our readers may remember the local pub-
licity obtained from the presentation to Rep. Thomas 
Creighton of a replica town map of Manheim from 
1762, as pictured in this article.  Given the develop-
ing State budget crisis, these contacts resulted in the 
redirection of our efforts toward the State Depart-
ment of Community and Economic Development 
(DCED) for grant funds.  
 

   In communications since those initial efforts, it 
appears evident that the Foundation will not have 
success in seeking funds from the DCED.  This real-
ity is a great discouragement for the team that em-
barked upon this worthy funding project. 
 

   These results cause us to appeal to our member-
ship and the greater community for funds to com-
plete these projects or any portion thereof.  Obtain-
ing outside funds for these needs is essential since 
the Foundation’s normal sources of operational  
 

New Projects Status 
 

   In 2009, Foundation members Henry Deemer, Ray 
Becker, Daniel Snyder, Lon Heibeck and James Ho-
sler formed a team to plan a funding request for sev-
eral capital projects at the Museum.  Given the focus 
of both State and Federal governments on projects 
that would stimulate the local economy, these mem-
bers considered several capital needs of the Founda-
tion to be an ideal fit for local economic stimulus 
and assisting the development efforts of Manheim’s 
downtown. 
 

   These projects included the following: 
 

· Paving of a handicapped accessible parking area 
to the rear of the Carriage House where commu-
nity programs are held   $5,000 

 

· Complete improvements to the artifact display 
cases in the Carriage House  $500 

 

· Complete the interior of the garden handicapped 
toilet with the installation of plumbing fixtures 
and hot water    $1,000 

 

· Complete the development of plantings and add 
a garden wall in Elizabeth’s Garden between the 
Museum and the Carriage House  $3,000 

 

· Purchase a microfilm scanner for the Ensminger 
Research Library    $4,000 

 

· Purchase the entire collection of microfilmed 
records pertaining to Gen. Samuel P. Heintzel-
man, early Manheim resident,  from the Library 
of Congress    $1,000 
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Stretch your imagination—"across the Square" to the cor-
ner house—where David Missimer now lives.  A photo-
graph which we cannot reprint, on account of age, shows 
this house—one of the best houses in the town, with huge 
white pillars and portico along the entire front of the 
house. The entrance was on a level with the sidewalk. 
This place was the home of J. E. Cross, merchant, 
whose one-story storeroom adjoined the house on the 
south—now replaced by Cassel’s Clothing Store.  On 
the northern corner is the historic Baron Von Stiegel 
office, later occupied by Miss Lizzie White.  A two-
story house took the place of the Gantz home.  Here 
Jonas White conducted a carpenter shop, manufactur-
ing many of the favorite “Chest of Drawers” which 
antique seekers admire. 
 
If you squint your eyes real hard and peer through the 
magnifying glass you can see the next house—
north—where many years ago a little Democrat was 
born.  It was none other than Ira A. Brosey."  
 
                                         �  

                          Treasures Lost 
Imagine what this town would be today, if people 
would have had the foresight to preserve many of the 
early buildings.   The town with its history of where 
fine 18th century blown glass was manufactured; the 
connections with Robert Morris, financier of the 
Revolutionary War; Sarah Bache, Benjamin Frank-
lin’s daughter all provide Manheim with a wonderful 
historical legacy.  In many of the small early log 
buildings artisans practiced the trades of the tin-
smiths, the potters, the basket makers, the cabinet-
makers, the clockmakers, etc.  Today, we could easily 
be a Pennsylvania Dutch duplicate of Williamsburg, 
VA.   According to William S. Rice, his great grand-
father John Arndt regretted the destruction of the 
Stiegel Mansion.  Mr. Arndt converted the Mansion 
into a three-story building for business purposes.   
                                             
What’s lost, HMPF can’t preserve, but we can try to 
retain and preserve the artifacts that are still here, and 
try very hard to see that more of them (our heritage) 
are located and returned to Manheim, and the HMPF 
museum.                                         JH 

 

New Projects Status continued: 
funding from investment income have affected the 
level of available funds for their completion. 
 

   The Foundation asks that our members, friends, 
local businesses and civic organizations consider 
what role they might play in helping us to move for-
ward in accomplishing these goals! 
 
       Daniel N. Snyder 
                                        �        

          Market Square - ca 1890                                                                                    
               
 
                
    
 
 
 
 
 
 

This picture and the following article appeared in 
an early issue of the Manheim Sentinel: 
   "Do you remember when Market Square looked like 
this?  Twas only a few short years ago in the memories of 
our older subscribers, when the Conestoga wagon, drawn 
by sturdy horses with heavy harness, rolled noisily over 
the muddy streets of the village. 
 
The first house is at the corner of South Prussian (Main) 
and Market Square.  It was a Drug Store and Saloon at 
the time this picture was taken and was owned and oper-
ated by Samuel Ensminger.  Mr. Ensminger was a grand-
father of Mrs. Nettie Stauffer, South Main Street, and the 
father of Samuel A. Ensminger, who lived in the house 
adjoining.  These houses were later occupied by Mr. and 
Mrs. Emanuel Hostetter and Mr. and Mrs. Harry Brosey.  
They are now replaced by the Keystone National Bank.  
Adjoining the structure was a huge swinging gate and 
driveway—where Mosemann’s Store now stands.  Next 
was a white frame double house, then a brick house 
owned and occupied by the Kimmels.  Mr. M. M. 
Pfautz’s home now stands there.  
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Memories of Mrs. Missemer 
 

   I consider myself very fortunate to have known 
Mrs. Minnie Missemer and having had opportunities 
to chat with her.  Mrs. Missemer spoke of how, as a 
child, she would walk up to the door of the Stiegel 
office (pictured below) and would lay her hand on 
the large and wonderful iron handle that was part of 
the front door lock.  One of my fond memories of 
Mrs. Missemer is her expression “it’s wonderful 
nice”, when she was shown a fine collectible. 
 

  I also had the good fortune to have known Mrs. 
Missemer’s nephew, John Retallic.  John and I trav-
eled to many antique auctions and had chats about 
Mrs. Missemer, her family, and the Missemer an-
tique business.  It is known that Henry Francis Du-
Pont, owner of Winterthur, was a friend  and cus-
tomer of the Missemers and that Mr. DuPont dined 
on Mrs. Missemer’s Pennsylvania Dutch cooking 
many times.  Also, Mr. & Mrs. Missemer sold fine 
antiques to other major collectors and dealer in 
America.  
                                 Jim Hosler                             

 
 
 
 

   
 
 

           Stiegel Office and Door Lock Handle                 

Postcard Message: 
 

   The Foundation recently added a few more Man-
heim postcards to the archives and on the cards are 
some very interesting messages.  Below is a message 
written by David B. Missemer.   It appears on the 
back of the postcard advertising Minnie and David’s 
“Ye Oldt Antique Shop”.  Watch in future issues of 
Our Heritage for more messages from these post 
cards. 

Mr. Slaugh, Enclosed please find ck. $3.00 for 
work on chair, please send by trolley at once and 
signed.                            Sincerely yours, 
                                        D.B. Missemer     

The following appears 
in Manheim’s 1912 Old 
Home Week and Hope 
Hose Co. Centennial 
book: “D. B. Missemer 
started in antique busi-
ness in 1904 in a small 
way.  At present he has 
the largest stock of 
original antiques in the 
country outside of large 
cities, and is known the 
world over for fine an-
tiques, consisting of 

desks, sideboards, chairs, sofas, settees, Stiegel 
ware, homespun spreads, linens, pewter ware, his-
torical and decorated china, mostly historical curios 
of Manheim and vicinity.” Seen on the real photo 
postcard are: Mrs. Minnie Missemer, her husband 
David, and their daughter Kathryn.    
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Library Acquisitions: 
Facsimile of Washington’s Accounts, from June, 
1775 to June, 1783; M. S. Hershey Lives On; The 
Lower Susquehanna Lake Region by Dr. Herbert 
H. Beck; Feathers and Foliage, THE LIFE AND 
TIMES OF THE PEARLWARE PEAFOWL and 
91 annual and perennial plants for the garden.  
All of these items were received as gifts. 

Programs: 
 

Sunday, July 25th   2:00 pm  An American Archi-
tectural Pioneer  This program will cover the his-
tory of work created by America’s most famous ar-
chitect, Frank Lloyd Wright.  Foundation member, 
Daniel Snyder, has studied the work of Wright 
throughout his life and will include in his discussion 
images of the unique and revolutionary ideas that 
remain popular in today’s homes. 
 
Sunday, Aug. 29th   2:00 pm  Show and Tell  An-
other opportunity this year for our members to share 
information concerning family treasures and col-
lectible.  Please bring a few items to the program  A 
few of HMPF’s most recent acquisitions will be ex-
hibited at the program. 
 
Sunday, Sept. 26th  Native American Life in the 
Susquehanna River Basin Region 
This program, like the April program, will start at 
3:00 pm.   The quest speaker will again be Stephen 
Runkle.  This presentation gives an overview of Na-
tive Americans and their life in the Susquehanna 
River Basin Region during the 17th and 18th Centu-
ries.  The various tribes that inhabited the Region 
will be discussed.  
                                         �  
If you didn’t attend the June 27 program, you 
missed a enjoyable and informative program on 
Antique Paperweights by Jim Lefever. 

Manheim’s First Printer Was Also                
Artist and Scientist 
 

   Samuel C. Stauffer made grandfather clocks and 
kept a store in Manheim during the first quarter of 
the nineteenth century.  His son Jacob was born in a 
house on South Main St. (currently 13 South Main 
St.).  Samuel’s desire was that his son would follow 
in his footsteps and be a merchant.  However, 
Jacob’s purposes were different and against his fa-
ther’s wishes.  Instead, he went to Philadelphia to 
study art, and mingle with artists. 
 

  After several years, he returned to Manheim and 
opened his own store and also set up the first print-
ing press in Manheim.  His Manheim career ended 
in 1840 when he moved to Mount Joy to open a drug 
store and set up a press in that store.  He continued 
his business there until 1858, but having a deep in-
terest in the natural sciences, he then removed to 
Lancaster, and spent the remainder of his life in sci-
entific pursuits, writing voluminously for the maga-
zines of the day and illustrating his articles with his 
own drawings. 
 

  In the archives of the old Linnean Society of Lan-
caster are hundreds of Jacob Stauffer’s drawing of 
flowers and insects.  Some of Jacob’s drawings ap-
peared on the cover of an issue of House & Garden 
magazine.  We are indebted to Jacob Stauffer for 
sketches which he made of the old Stiegel mansion 
(pictured below) and the original Lutheran church in 
Manheim.  If it would not be for the existence of 
these sketches we would not have any knowledge of 
the original appearance of these buildings.  In this 
connection, it is of interest to note that Dr. Henry 
Borneman owns an original painting by Stauffer 
done in 1840.  It is a winter scene in Manheim.  
 

 The above information is from an issue of the 
 Manheim Sentinel.                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


