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 Cherished by the Ensminger Family 
Pictured above is a rare blown glass lace maker’s 
whale oil lamp with a cobalt blue saucer base and a 
clear glass knob stem and onion shaped oil font.  
The lamp was passed down through many genera-
tions of the Ensminger family. The lamp, and the 
cobalt blue Stiegel type master salt pictured on page 
3 in the Jan. 2008 issue of OUR HERITAGE, were 
sold in 1985 at Jean Ensminger Mentzer’s sale in 
Ephrata.  The lamp is considered to be one that was 
made ca 1820 in the Pittsburg area. The superb con-
dition of the glass and the original tin and cork 
burner is an indication that the lamp was cherished 
by the Ensminger family over the past 170 plus 
years. Like the Ensminger Studio chair in the Foun-
dation’s collection, this is another important item 
that has not lost its local connection.. 

The Original Military Purple Heart 
On August 7, 1782, Gen. George Washington cre-
ated the original Military Purple Heart. The Purple 
Heart badge was created to honor the enlisted 
man’s sacrifice.  Below is pictured a specimen of 
the badge, shown here by permission of the Ameri-
can Independence Museum, Exeter, NH.  Please 
visit their site at www.independencemuseum.org. 

The badge, still in existence after 226 years, is a  
wonderful piece of our American heritage. It was 
found by a member of the Society of the Cincinnati 
somewhere in New Hampshire in the early 20th 
century.  The Society was founded at the close of 
the Revolutionary War by the officers of the Conti-
nental line and their French counterparts.  The Soci-
ety is being perpetuated today by descendants of the 
original members and other eligible officers.  Please 
visit their site at www.societyofthecincinnati.org. 
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ROOMS FULL OF RELICS 
THE COLLECTION OF GEORGE H. DANNER, INTER-
ESTING. 
 
   The above appeared at the beginning of a column 
in Volume XXVI---NO. 15 of The Lancaster Intelli-
gencer dated Wednesday 188� .  The following is 
the rest of what appeared in the column: 
 
   A Large Number of Persons View Ancient Arti-
cles on Grand Army Day.  Some Things Several 
Centuries Old. 
   Mr. George H. Danner, merchant, whose place of 
business is on Market Square, Manheim borough, is 
the possessor of relics of which any historical soci-
ety might feel proud. 
   About fifteen years ago, having a number of fam-
ily relics scattered about his home, he decided to ar-
range them in order, and for that purpose he fitted up 
a museum on the third floor of his store room.  This 
room is filled with curiosities from every clime and 
of all ages, but the majority are articles of the last 
century or older.  The size of the museum is 14 by 
36 feet.  His relics increased so rapidly that a year 
ago there was no more room, and he then fitted up as 
an annex a room as large as the museum proper.  All 
the exhibits are systematically arranged, and Mr. 
Danner takes great pride in exhibiting them to those 
who call to see them. 
   On Tuesday there was a constant throng of sightse-
ers and among them a representative of the Intelli-
gencer.  He was kindly received by Mr. Danner, and 
although that gentleman was almost worn out by nu-
merous explanations to those who called earlier in 
the day, he willingly pointed out the most notable 
articles on exhibition and went over their history mi-
nutely. 
   It would be almost and impossibility to describe all 
the rare items seen and the reporter jotted down a 
few, a description of which might interest the read-
ers of the Intelligencer. 
   First on the list is a book by Luther, a comment on 
the Ten Commandments, published in 1520.  The 
book is in an excellent state of preservation.  There 
are also in the book line manuscripts in German on 
religious topics, which are two centuries old, and 
another religious work published in 1523. 

   Next on the list is a spinning wheel, which has 
passed its century mark. 
   A cupboard bearing the initials “D. F.,” which 
through tradition, Mr. Danner has learned was made 
by Daniel Fagar, 37 years ago. 
   A cup used at the reception of Lafayette in Lancas-
ter in 1824 is one of relics highly prized by Mr. 
Danner. 
   Next is a collection of articles that Mr. Danner 
prizes so highly that no inducement offered would 
make him part with them.  These are a cradle in 
which his grandmother was rocked, his grand-
mother’s sewing chair, the bedstead and clothing 
used on it.  The identical pillow slips are now on this 
bed that were placed there 121 years ago.  They have 
never been washed.  This bedstead, dressed, ready 
for occupancy, the cradle and chair occupy a promi-
nent corner in the museum. 
  Tiles, imported by Baron Stiegel and taken from 
the fireplace of his mansion, are fine pieces of work. 
   A flax comb, 118 years old, occupies a prominent 
place. 
   The samples of glass work made by Stiegel, at 
Manheim in 1767, show that the glass industry was 
well understood in those early days. 
    Mr. Danner has china which descended to him 
from his great-great grandmother.  It is 170 years 
old.   He also shows a china bowl, for which $74 in 
Continental money was paid, and a pitcher made in 
Colonial days. 
   One of the relics highly prized by him is a clarinet 
made by his father in 1828. 
   Another delicate piece of work is a globe, which 
was made by his father over half a century ago.  The 
countries on this globe were drawn by his uncle with 
a quill pen, and so fine is the work that it looks as if 
it is printed. 
   Among the relics are a Masonic plate and a pitcher 
having on them the emblems of a master Mason.  
These are very old. 
   A Bible that has been 160 years in the family and 
weighs 26 pounds and another Bible, also very old, 
that weighs 30 pounds. 
   A case of relics picked up on the battlefield of Get-
tysburg has a conspicuous place on the wall.  The 
gathering of these relics first put Mr. Danner  in the 
notion of making a collection of relics.  A clock 



3 

made by Gen. Heintzelman’s father in Manheim,  
occupies one of the corners. It is over a century old. 
   Two zithers, made in Manheim 75 years ago, and a 
bouquet made of sea shells in the Baltimore peniten-
tiary, are among the relics. 
   The baptismal certificate of his grandmother, bear-
ing date 1781 hangs on the wall. 
   Among the valuable articles may be noted a Swiss 
clock, made out of a solid piece of oak.  There are 
only two of these clocks in this country.  The other 
is owned by Mr. Drexel, of Philadelphia. 
   A cut glass wine decanter, brought to Manheim by 
Father Reigel when he located there many years ago, 
is highly prized.  Of china he has dozens of speci-
mens, many of which are very old.  They are taste-
fully arranged in the forms of crosses, circles and 
squares. 
  Mr. Danner never fails to call attention to work 
done by his grandmother when she was 14 years old.  
It is on perforated board and painted in water colors. 
 
                            IN THE ANNEX 
   The first article to attract attention in the annex is 
an immense lock, taken from an old penitentiary.  
This article is very old. 
   A sword carried by one of Lafayette’s officers oc-
cupies a space on the wall. 
   Among the Johnstown relics are a pair of children’ 
shoes, picked up after the flood, a policeman’s mace 
and a part of a lock from the Hurilurt house. 
   A broad axe, made in 1771, used for hewing logs 
in the days when log cabins were the fashion, is one 
of the interesting exhibits. 
   There are numerous Indian relics secured in Da-
kota. 
   A wood stove, cast at the Elizabeth Furnace, at 
Brickerville, in 1769, weighing 615 pounds. 
   A number of images and pottery, the work of the 
Aztecs race, and a collection of Marino insects. 
   A solid mahogany table, 120 years old, and was 
once owned by Baron Stiegel. 
   A tumbler made in 1720 and a set of Britannia 
made 150 years ago. 
   A peculiar ware in Mr. Danner’s collection is what 
is termed redware, silvered.  This ware was made in 
1773 and the art of silvering it has been lost for a 
century. 

   A china plate from France is divided and in one  
apartment hot water can be put to keep the food 
warm. 
   The third clock, made in Manheim, occupies a cor-
ner.  It is a century old. 
   A spinet attracts attention.  The music from this 
instrument is similar to that of a piano.  It was made 
in London in 1768. 
   An organ with 175 stops, made in Manheim a cen-
tury ago, by Emanuel Dyer, a cabinetmaker, is also a 
curiosity.  The music from it is fine. 
   There is a coffee mill, once the property of one of 
the first settlers in Manheim. 
   A peculiar toy in the collection is the Chinese 
thimble player.  It is a good imitation of the three-
card Monte man’s game.  It is operated with sand. 
   A piano over 100 years old, made in Dresden, by 
Roswiman, is an excellent instrument. 
   There are dozens of other articles worthy of de-
scription, but want of space prevents. 
   Mr. Danner intends to have a catalogue of his arti-
cles prepared, with a history of each one.  It will 
make an interesting volume. 
   Mr. Danner invites all callers to register their 
names, and his record shows that many hundred peo-
ple have availed themselves of the opportunity to see 
his fine collection of relics.  
                                       �   �   �   
If you missed the June 14th program “Henry 
William Stiegel: A Sampler of His Three A’s “, 
you certainly missed an informative and  enjoy-
able program.   Harry Kels Swan exhibited some 
fine specimens of Stiegel type glass; a letter writ-
ten by Henry William Stiegel to his attorney Jas-
per Yates; a document signed by Mr. Stiegel and 
a few 18th century wrought iron items with a pos-
sible local connection.                                             
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Abraham Lincoln’s  
First Presidential Campaign                                                                                                     
 
  
  
  
  
  
 
 
 
 
  

The item pictured above is called a ferrotype or tin-
type political campaign item.  Pictured on the one 
side is Presidential Candidate, Abraham Lincoln, 
and, on the other side, his running mate, Vice Presi-
dential Candidate, Hannibal Hamlin.  The period of 
issue was the1860 political campaign. 
 
The tintype (actually the metallic material is not tin) 
process was patented in the United States in 1856 by 
Hamilton Smith a professor at Kenyon College, 
Gambier, Ohio.  The term tintype simply identifies 
the image as one placed on a sheet of metal and the 
photographic process.  The process was popular dur-
ing the mid to late 19th century. 
 
For Lincoln's second term, Hamlin was dumped by 
his party to make room for Andrew Johnson, a 
Southern Democrat who Lincoln hoped would ap-
pease the South, since Johnson supported Slavery. 
This was the only time that a sitting President has 
ever chosen a Vice President from the opposing 
Party.  
 
Since this is the year in which the nation celebrates 
the 200th Anniversary of Abraham Lincoln’s birth,  
HMPF thought that it is only fitting that we publish 
something related to Mr. Lincoln. 
 
In a future issue of Our Heritage, HMPF will pro-
vide some information on the early photography 
processes.   The article will also include some photo-
graphs from the Foundation’s archives. 
 

Donations Received 
With referral fees and donations received late in 
2008 and so far in 2009 from HMPF members Steve 
Michael; Mr. & Mrs. Clifford Harold; Eddie Yetter; 
Mr. & Mrs. Donald Longenecker; MC Rec. and 
Arianna Zimmerman, we have been able to acquire 
some important books for our research library; a 
Canon digital camera with equipment and a Canon 
digital video camera with equipment.  Both cameras 
were used in connection with our June 14 program 
and will be used to record many of our future pro-
grams.  We will be able to preserve the programs on 
DVD’s and perhaps add some of the recorded pro-
grams to our website. 
 

Acquisitions: 
Historical Society of the Cocalico Valley journals; 
Pewter in Pennsylvania German Churches; Abra-
ham Lincoln, The Image of His  Greatness; William 
S. Rice, California Block Prints. Also several photo-
graphs of Elizabeth Furnace taken ca 1958 - donated 
by Randy Miller, Lititz. 
 
The above books, along with the McFarland 
Family genealogy obtained in March, are great 
additions to our research library.  
 

William S. Rice, California Block Prints  
This past March we were contacted by Ellen 
Sexauer, the great granddaughter of William S. Rice, 
offering to provide HMPF with a complementary 
copy of a wonderful new book illustrating Mr. 
Rice’s beautiful block print artwork.  William S. 
Rice was born in Manheim in 1873 and moved to 
Calif. in 1900.  He went to School in Manheim with 
John Kendig’s mother and he and his parents lived 
on Market Square and were neighbors to John’s 
mother.  While Mr. Rice lived in Calif. he neverthe-
less kept in touch with John and others here in the 
town Manheim. 
HMPF has a few copies of this new book for sale. 
The books are $24.95 + sales tax.  We also have a 
few boxes of block print note cards with enve-
lopes, at $14.95 + sales tax, per box of 20.  Even 
the note card boxes are quality items. 
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Laus Deo 
Once you know the meaning Laus Deo, you will 
want to share this with everyone you know. These 
words have been there for many years; they are 555 
feet, 5.125 inches high, perched atop the monument, 
facing skyward to the Father of our nation, overlook-
ing the 69 square miles which comprise the District 
of Columbia, capital of the United States of Amer-
ica. 
 
Laus Deo - Two seemingly insignificant, unnoticed 
words.  Out of sight and, one might think, out of 
mind, but very meaningfully placed at the highest 
point over what is the most powerful city in the most 
successful nation in the world. 
             
So, what do those two words, in Latin, composed of 
just four syllables and only seven letters, possibly 
mean? Very simply, they say Praise be to God! 
            
Though construction of this giant obelisk began in 
1848, when James Polk was President of the United 
States, it was not until 1888 that the monument was 
inaugurated and opened to the public. It took twenty-
five years to finally cap the memorial with a tribute 
to the Father of our nation, Laus Deo, Praise be to 
God! 
 
From atop this magnificent granite and marble struc-
ture, visitors may take in the beautiful panoramic 
view of the city with its division into four major seg-
ments. From that vantage point, one can also easily 
see the original plan of the designer, Pierre-Charles 
L’Enfant. A perfect cross imposed upon the land-
scape, with the White House to the north. The Jeffer-
son Memorial is to the south, the Capitol to the east 
and the Lincoln Memorial to the west. 
 
A cross you ask? Why a cross? What about separa-
tion of church and state? Yes, a cross; separation of 
church and state was not, is not, in the Constitution. 
So, read on. How interesting and, no doubt, intended 
to carry a profound meaning for those who bother to 
notice. 
 
Praise be to God! Within the monument itself are  

898 steps and 50 landings. As one climbs the steps 
and pauses at the landings the memorial stones share 
a message. 
* On the 12th Landing is a prayer offered by the 
City of Baltimore 
* on the 20th is a memorial presented by some Chi-
nese Christians 
* on the 24th a presentation made by Sunday School 
children from New York and Philadelphia quoting 
 Proverbs 10:7, Luke 18:16 and Proverbs 22:6. 
Praise be to God! 
 
When the cornerstone of the Washington Monument 
was laid on July 4th, 1848 deposited within it were 
many items including the Holy Bible presented by 
the Bible Society. Praise be to God! Such was the 
discipline, the moral direction, and the spiritual 
mood given by the founder and first President of our 
unique democracy 'One Nation, Under God.' 
 
I am awed by Washington's prayer for America.  
Have you ever read it? Well, now is your unique op-
portunity, so read on! 
 
“Almighty God; We make our earnest prayer that 
Thou wilt keep the United States in Thy holy protec-
tion; that Thou wilt incline the hearts of the citizens 
to cultivate a spirit of subordination and obedience 
to government; and entertain a brotherly affection 
and love for one another and for their fellow citizens 
of the United States at large. And finally that Thou 
wilt most graciously be pleased to dispose us all to 
do justice, to love mercy, and to demean ourselves 
with that charity, humility, and pacific temper of 
mind which were the characteristics of the Divine 
Author of our blessed religion, and without a humble 
imitation of whose example in these things, we can 
never hope to be a happy nation. Grant our supplica-
tion, we beseech Thee, through Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen.” 
 
Laus Deo! 
When one stops to observe the inscriptions found in 
public places all over our nation's capitol, he or she 
will easily find the signature of God, as it is unmis-
takably inscribed everywhere you look. You may 
forget the width and height of Laus Deo, and its  
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location or architects, but no one who reads this will 
be able to forget its meaning, or these words:  
“Unless the Lord builds the house its builders labor 
in vain.  Unless the Lord watches over the city, the 
watchmen stand guard in vain.” (Psalm 127: 1 
 
                                       �  �  �   
                          

The Four Freedoms 
President Franklin Delano Roosevelt created the 
phrases: “Freedom of Speech,” “Freedom of Wor-
ship,” “Freedom from Want” and “Freedom from 
Fear”.  These four freedoms were mentioned in his 
State of the Union Address delivered to the 77th 
Congress on January 6, 1941.  President Roosevelt’s 
speech to Congress inspired Norman Rockwell to 
paint each of the Four Freedoms and later the free-
doms were printed on World War II Allied Military 
Currency issued to our troops.  The four freedoms 
are also inscribed on the Franklin Delano Roosevelt 
Memorial in our National Mall. 
 
To those of you who have a computer, we suggest 
that you visit the Norman Rockwell Museum web-
site at www.nrm.org, to see the wonderful Four 
Freedoms painted by Norman Rockwell.  This na-
tion is surely blessed by the genius of Mr. Rockwell. 
 
In this month of July, when we celebrate our na-
tional independence, we should also think of the 
many blessings that have been bestowed upon those 
of us who are privileged to live in this nation. 
 
                                           

 
Our National Anthem 
Do you know Francis Scott Key’s profession and 
what led to his writing The Star Spangled Banner?  
 
The British, after taking the city of Washington, 
D.C., moved up the Chesapeake Bay towards Balti-
more.  Somewhere along the way they arrested an 
aged physician by the name of William Beanes and 
held him prisoner.  Francis Scott Key, being a per-
sonal friend of William Beanes, and a lawyer, ar-
rived on one of the British ships to try to gain the   

release of his friend.  Negotiations with the ships 
captain for the release of William Beanes were de-
layed, and during this time, the British started night-
time bombardment of Fort McHenry.  Through the 
night the two men heard the bombs bursting and saw 
the red glare, and, towards morning, when the bom-
bardment ceased and there was silence and dawn 
began, they kept looking to see whose flag flew over 
Fort McHenry.  After the events of the night, Francis 
Scott Key wrote a four-stanza poem: “The Defense 
of Fort McHenry”.  The words of the stanza were 
added to the old English tune “To Anacreon in 
Heaven”, hence “The Star Spangled Banner”.   In 
1931 Congress declared the song our national an-
them.  
                                        �  �  �   

Programs: 
Sunday, July  19th at 2 pm  The Northumberland 
Man   The title of this program is the same as the 
title of the new book that was recently added to the 
HMPF library.  The speaker for the program will be 
Barry McFarland, the author of the new book.  The 
book and the program are about “an Irish famine im-
migrant who landed in Philadelphia in 1847 and 
throughout his lifetime lived the American dream.”   
Autographed copies of this new book may be pur-
chased at this program. 
 
Sunday, Aug. 30th  at 2 pm  Show and Tell  Please 
bring a few items and share with others any special 
information related to the items.  This type of pro-
gram is always informative and a lot of fun. 
 
Sunday, Sept. 27th at 3 pm  The Joller Story, Life 
in a Company Coal Mine and Village   This is a 
personal story of the presenter’s Miller Family who 
developed, owned, and operated the company coal 
mine and village of Joller.    
 

    2009 DUES 
If a check mark appears here_____, your 2009 
membership payment of $20.00 is due.  We hope 
that you will continue to support the Foundation.   

               Thank you! 
 

 


