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               HW Land Marker 
 

     The sandstone property line marker pictured 
above was found many years ago along the north-
west edge of Manheim. Miles Keiffer was one of the 
owners of the Manheim Water Company and the 
marker was found during excavation done near the 
reservoir area. Miles and others believed that the 
marker was placed on its original location by Henry 
William Stiegel. The date on one side of the marker 
is 1765 and the initials above the date are VL. The 
other side has the initials HW.           �  
 
The following programs have been scheduled for our 
Carriage House meeting room: 
 
Sunday, July 30th  2 pm  
      The Fascinating World of Postcard Collecting 
                                       by Gary Frederick                   
Sunday, Aug. 27th  2 pm  
      The History of Root’s Nursery of Manheim & 
      The Art of Landscaping      by Clyde Root                               

Sunday, Sept. 24th  2 pm  
      Show and Tell 
      Members are encouraged to bring a few items to 
this meeting.  The items can be collectables, family 
heirlooms, or just something unusual or puzzling.  
You are sure to have fun! 
           
                                      �                              
 

                    Program Chairman 
 

     Members and friends will want to give a hearty 
welcome to Gary Frederick, pictured below.  Gary is 
a new member and is now serving as our new Pro-
gram Committee Chair.  Gary grew up in Manheim 
and has a deep interest in Manheim’s early history 
and in antiques.  He attended sales, collecting items 
and helped dealers as a teenager.  One of Gary’s col-
lecting interests is antique postcards and, as you see 
in the Foundation’s program schedule, Gary will be 
presenting a postcard program on July 30.  Please 
plan to attend, for you will find the program very 
enlightening and interesting.                           �  
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                                                                “Enemies leaving Philad”.      
 
 Pictured below is a letter that was written in 1778 from Manheim by Sarah Bache, Benjamin Franklin’s 
daughter, to her friend Mrs. Samuel Meredith at Columbia, Pa.  At the time, Sarah and her family were 
occupying the building shown on page 65 in the 1912 Manheim Old Home Week book.   Mrs. Mere-
dith’s husband was serving as a brigadier-general in the Pennsylvania militia.  Later, Samuel Meredith 
became the first Treasurer of the United States.  Sarah’s family, like Mrs. Morris’ family and Mrs. 
Meredith’s family, moved to Lancaster County to be safe from the British troops.  Mrs. Robert Morris 
and her family were living in the Stiegel Mansion.  Susy Wright is Susanna Wright of the Wrights Man-
sion in Columbia and Mrs. Clymer was the wife of Daniel Clymer, who along with Robert Morris 
signed the Declaration of Independence. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The following is a transcript of Sarah’s letter: 
                                                                                                              Manheim May 28th 1778 
      Mrs. Morris and I have long promised ourselves the pleasure of spending a day with you at the river, 
she is so much engaged with company that I do not think it will be in her power to come, and the desire 
I have of seeing you all is so great, that I shall now only wait for horses to convey me, as soon as Mr. B 
returns, which I hope will be in a few days, you may expect to see me �   I had a letter from Mr. Bache 
yesterday, it was wrote in the morning, and dated Headquarters, it has put us into spirits about the Ene-
mies leaving Philad.  I therefore send you an extract, Mrs. Fergason’s letter I think a strong proof of 
their going�  Will you be so good as to remember me affectionately to Miss Susy Wright and her Fam-
ily�  You cannot think how much I wish to see the three little strangers together, tell Mrs. Clymer the 
mother thinks Betz Bache beautiful if nobody else does�  I had a few days ago a letter from Mrs. Meron 
with many inquiries about you all. 
                                                                 I am my dear Mrs. Meredith with real esteem 
                                                                                Your Friend 
                                                                                 S Bache 
Mrs. Meredith 
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A Treasure Acquired 
 

     The 1769 map of Manheim drawn for Henry W. 
Stiegel and Isaac Cox is now on display at the Foun-
dation.  This map was part of the George H. Danner 
Collection acquired by Milton S. Hershey.  Through 
the thoughtfulness and cooperation of the Hershey 
Museum Board of Trustees, the map was de-
accessioned and made available to our organization 
under a purchase agreement.  We have until  Decem-
ber 30th to make a one time full payment of  $4,500 
for the map. 
 

      We are counting on our members to realize the 
importance of acquiring this early Manheim map 
and support this purchase through their gifts.  Such 
gifts are tax deductible according to current federal 
tax laws.  We express our appreciation to those 
members, friends and businesses that have already 
contributed.  Pages 4 through 7 of this newsletter 
will give our readers an understanding of how Isaac 
Cox acquired joint ownership of  Manheim.  You 
will also find some interesting information concern-
ing when and how Henry William Stiegel acquired 
all of the acreage comprising the town of Manheim 
and the out lots.  
      

Acquisitions: 
 

     A set of microfiche (1888 thru 1998) containing 
many articles on Americana -a gift from Arianna and 
Nancy Zimmerman. 
 
     A wrought iron heart and scroll boot scraper-
crafted and donated by Larry Long. 
 
     Four photographs showing the laying of the scout 
hall cornerstone in 1949-donated by members  
James and Margaret Funk. 
      

2006 Membership Dues 
 

If a check mark appears here_____, your 2006 
membership payment of $20.00 is past due.  We 
hope that you will continued to support the His-
toric Manheim Preservation Foundation by send-
ing your payment at your earliest convenience.   

                                             Thank you! 

.Rollman’s Harness Shop  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                 Billhead  ca 1906 
    Howard F. Rollman, harness maker and repair 
man of leather goods, had a shop at 28 North Main 
St.  He was in business for himself since 1900, after 
learning the trade from his father-in-law John 
Fulmer.  He always loved horses and was one of the 
last persons in Manheim to own a horse. 
     I loved to go into his shop and smell the leather 
goods.  I can still see him sitting on his high stool at 
his work bench full of tools and repairing the straps 
on my roller skates.  Mr. Rollman was a personal 
friend of my uncle and we visited him often. 
     I was always intrigued by the horse collars.  I 
could not understand how you would put a collar on 
a horse.  (I later learned how it is done.) 
 
     Howard F. Rollman     1873 – 1953 
     Mamie A. Rollman      1878 - 1957 
 
             Compiled by Janet Atkinson Strauss 
             from the Sept. 28, 1939 Manheim Sentinel 
 

Two Humorous Articles from the 
Sentinel: 
 

     Wanted – A nice young lady, age from 20 to 30, 
black hair, prepared to do all housework and some 
farm work, homely and kind, and able to cook a fine 
meal. Wages – a partner for life. 
 
     Many of our young people attend the revival ser-
vices at Ruhl’s U. B. Church.  We don’t know 
whether they attend so regularly to hear the sermon  
or whether the feminine sex are the attraction.  Can 
you guess? 
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FROM THE ARCHIVES:  
 

    With the announcement of the Foundation’s acquisition of the Manheim map drawn in 
1769 for Henry William Stiegel and Isaac Cox, we feel that it is appropriate to give credit to 
George L. Heiges’ research and to quote from his 1948 publication, Henry Wm. Stiegel.  The 
following can be found on pages 85 thru 91 in Mr. Heiges’ book, and it  concerning the map 
and those persons connected to the ownership of the 729 acres that comprised the town of 
Manheim and the out lots. 
 

                                                         CHAPTER SEVEN 
                                    A COMPLICATED FINANCIAL PICTURE 
 
    Hardly was the town of Manheim begun when either by choice, or through urging.  Alex-
ander Stedman took steps to rearrange his finances.  Externally, at least, his condition 
seemed to be better than ever, and he had gone forward another notch in public life by reason 
of his appointment in 1764 as a judge of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, in which high 
office he continued for ten years or to a time when his unsympathetic feelings for the cause 
of the colonists forced him to withdraw from Pennsylvania.  On June 2, 1765, Judge Sted-
man who with his brother Charles had purchased from Isaac Norris and daughter Mary the 
tract of 729 acres in Rapho Township for a town site, mortgaged the Stedman two thirds un-
divided interest in Manheim for 2700 pounds to Isaac Cox, who before this had been helpful 
financially to both Alexander Stedman and Stiegel.  In the autumn of 1765, the dissolution of 
the business partnership of Judge Stedman and brother Charles was announced in the news-
papers, and the Stedman mercantile business then continued under the sole ownership of 
Charles.  It appears that Judge Stedman by some financial arrangement before this had taken 
over his brother’s one third share in the town of Manheim, so that Charles had stepped out of 
the Manheim project entirely. 
    On July 1, 1766, an assignment was made by Judge Stedman to Daniel Wistar of Philadel-
phia for his one third undivided interest in Elizabeth Furnace, and in 1767 he mortgaged this 
same interest to Mary and Sarah Norris, spinster sisters of Philadelphia, and daughters of the 
same Isaac Norris who had sold the Rapho tract to the Stedmans. 
    Looking for a reason for these various moves, it is but reasonable to assume that Judge 
Stedman was financially embarrassed.  However, back of this rearranging of his investments 
may have been other reasons than financial trouble.  Because of England’s shortsighted pol-
icy toward her American colonies, a storm was surely brewing, of which several squalls had 
already given promise.  Judge Stedman discerned this, and as he and his son Charles, re-
ferred to as Junior, were supporters of the Crown, the Judge may have wisely decided that it 
would be very much to his advantage to put his financial house in order and remove from the 
Province of Pennsylvania and its capital Philadelphia, which seemed to be developing as the 
canter of a growing antipathy in the colonies towards England.  We see evidence of such a 
purpose in an advertisement which he inserted in the Pennsylvania Gazette, dated February 
5, 1767.  He announced that as he “intends to leave this Province in six months from the 
Date hereof he will therefore dispose of the following Estate.”  From the list which then fol-
lows, we see that Judge Stedman had accumulated a considerable estate during his years in 
the province.  He offered for sale, his interests in Elizabeth Furnace, in Charming Forge and  

Continued next page 
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 in the town of Manheim, eight acres of meadow ground on Greenwich Island, a valuable plan-
tation containing 300 acres in Donegal Township, 200 acres of good land near Harris’ Ferry,  
another plantation of 520 acres in York County, and one more 300 acres in the County of Cum-
berland, 6,700 additional acres of very good in the same county, a house and four lots in the 
town of Reading, three houses and lots in Philadelphia, a lot in Newcastle, and “a valuable col-
lection of near Two Thousand Volumes, consisting of Divinity, Law, Physics, History, & , also 
a few cannon stoves.”  That his intended removal from the Province meant also that he intended 
to leave these shores is evidenced in his proposal to sell his fine library of two thousand vol-
umes, which would have gone with him had he intended to stay in America. 
    Let us turn our attention to Henry William Stiegel whose financial status as far as we have 
been able to see was apparently sound, even though the sales of glassware slumped after 1767, 
as indeed all business did in the colonies.  But even if the glass business was not developing to 
the extent that Stiegel hoped it would, he gave some indication that his interest was more in 
glass than it was in iron.  Needing more capital to go ahead with plans for his glassworks in 
Manheim, he decided to sell his part in Elizabeth Furnace and Charming Forge, and on May 12, 
1767, made this memorandum, which he may have intended to place in the papers as an  adver-
tisement, but which never appeared anywhere as such.  We reproduce it here, as an indication of 
Stiegel’s purpose to get out of the iron business. 
 
                                    Elizabeth Furnace……………………10,454 acres 
                                    Charming Forge……………………...  2,548 acres 
 
    All the above Real Estate, as also the personal estate belonging to the said works for the 
manufacturing of Pig Iron, Cast Iron, and Pots, and also the making of Barr Iron, Together with 
all the Tools, Utensils, Teams, Horses and the said Company belonging to say, one third part 
therein at Elizabeth Furnace and one half therein at Charming Forge, the said Henry William 
Stiegel proposes to sell at the low price of ready cash for Eight Thousand Pounds, Pennsylvania 
currency upon the payment whereof he will convey the whole clear of all encumbrances and 
delivered as soon as the Blast of the Season is ended which shall be by the first of February 
next. 
                                                                                  Henry William Stiegel 
May 12, 1767 
 
    Whether or not Stiegel ever published this proposition, the fact is that he found no  buyers for 
his iron manufactories, and perforce had to continue as master of Elizabeth Furnace and Charm-
ing Forge� and probably was happy in thus remaining at Elizabeth Furnace.  For in a seeming 
effort to break away from the place that had been his home for fifteen happy years, and where 
he had developed from the status of an immigrant to an outstanding iron master, we should not 
feel that he loved ironmaking less than glassmaking, but rather that he saw more future opportu-
nity in the latter field and therefore was ready to put all his resources to work in that field.  In 
fact, Elizabeth Furnace was too close to Stiegel, sentimentalist that he was, for him to give it up 
without a strong pull at his heartstrings.  This sentimental streak in Stiegel showed itself to fine 
advantage when each year, as the furnace went into blast, he had one of his daughters in queen 
like fashion start the furnace going and then turned to his furnace journal to record the ritualistic 
event. 

Continued next page 
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                                                                  Apr. 22, 1768 
                                          This day at 12 o’clock the Furnace was filled 
                                       and fire put in. 
 
                                                                April 25, 17687 
                                      This day at 30 minutes after 2 o’clock the Furnace 
                                  begun to Blow set agoing by Miss Barbara Stiegel 
 
                                                           March 31, 1769 
                                      This evening at 45 minutes after 8 o’clock the 
                                  Furnace Begun to Blow, sett agoing by Miss 
                                  Elizabeth Stiegel. 
 
    With all business in the colonies affected by perilous and uncertain relations with England, it 
would have taken a man with a large amount of courage to lay out 8,000 pound for Stiegel’s 
forge, furnace and wooded hills.  Neither did the Stedmans get buyers for their shares in Man-
heim and in the furnace and in the forge.  Again  on March 24, 1768, they advertised in the 
“Gazette” that on the 9th of May at Manheim would be offered at public vendue  all of their es-
tate in the town.  Also included in the advertisement was a notice stating “All persons who have 
any demands against Elizabeth Furnace, and Charming Forge Iron Works, are herby requested 
to deliver copies of their respective accounts to William Atlee, Esq. in Lancaster in order that 
they may be settled and adjusted.”  This seems to mark an end to the Stiegel-Stedman business 
relationship, although there is little evidence to indicate animosity of either Stiegel or the Sted-
mans at any time toward each other. 
    Again the Stedmans found no buyer for their holding in the town of Manheim, and next we 
see Stiegel after the execution of a series of financial transactions, emerging as the sole owner 
of Manheim, as well as the possessor of assorted fiscal worries.  Briefly, this is what happened.  
On March 9 1768, he mortgaged his shares in Elizabeth Furnace, Charming Forge and Man-
heim, including his iron mine in Lebanon Township, his glasshouse, the “King of Prussia” Tav-
ern and his brick house in Manheim to Quaker Daniel Bendzet of Philadelphia for 3,000 
pounds, and at the same time he leased from Charles and Alexander Stedman their shares in the 
furnace and the forge “for a consideration of one ton of bar iron per month.”  In February of the 
following year� 1769� very rich Isaac Cox foreclosed his mortgage of 2,700 pounds held 
against the Stedmans covering their two-thirds interest in Manheim.  He took title August fourth 
and on February first transferred the Stedman interest  to Stiegel for 3,000 pounds.  Finally, 
Stiegel gave Cox a mortgage for 2,500 pounds on his original one-third share in Manheim, as 
well as an additional mortgage of 560 pounds on his glasshouse. 
    These financial calisthenics which placed Stiegel in the questionable position of proprietor of 
all of Manheimtown made him a debtor by mortgages, interest and other debts of more than 
10,000 pounds.  There was no doubt in Cox’s mind as to who now owned Manheim. A new 
map of the town was prepared, and on that map which hangs today in the Hershey Museum, we 
may read this legend “A DRAUGHT of the TOWN of MANHEIM and SUNDRY OUTLOTS 
THERETO ADJOING SITUATE on a BRANCH of EBIECUS CREEK” in RAPHO TOWN-
SHIP in the COUNTY of LANCASTER BELONGING to MESSRS. ISAAC COX and 
HENRY WILLIAM STIEGEL 1769.”   

Continued next page 
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Footnote: 10,000 British pounds in 1769 was equal to approximately 26,666 Spanish Milled 
Dollars.  10,000 British pound=200,000 shillings or 2,400,000 pence.  Around this time the ex-
change rate was 90 pence (pennies) to the Spanish Milled Dollar. During colonial time and the 
early years of our nation, silver coins were in short supply and coins from other countries were 
accepted as currency.  It is not uncommon to find Mexican and other Spanish Colonial silver 
coins among accumulations of early American coins that were handed down in families.  Span-
ish silver coins were legal tender in America until 1857. 
 
    Some additional information has recently come to light that has an association with the 1769 
map.  The 1770 indenture signed by Isaac Cox transferring his 2/3rds ownership in the town of 
Manheim and out lots to Henry William Stiegel was located recently and we have been fortu-
nate enough to examine this deed and to be able to herewith print parts of it.  This indenture 
verifies Henry William Stiegel’s ownership of the 729 acres. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                    
                                                                  THE SUIT  
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Colonial Pennsylvania’s First Paper Money 
 
 This April 2, 1723 note is a specimen of the first paper money 
issued by the Province of Pennsylvania. The denomination was 
altered from one shilling to ten shillings for obvious reasons. 
Changing the value on paper money or the counterfeiting of 
notes was quite prevalent during colonial times. While notes of 
this issue did not bear the warning to counterfeiters,  tis death  
to counterfeit, many of the later Pennsylvania notes did.  All of 
the colonies had problems with counterfeit notes and notes 
whose values were raised. This note was sold at public auction 
in 2004 for $9,000.00.  Perhaps, someday our Foundation will 
be able to add important early Pennsylvania items like this to 
our American heritage collection. 
 
 This is a Spanish Milled Dollar dated 

1753.  It is the type that circulated in 
the American colonies.  If  Isaac Cox 
would have demanded silver payment 
for his 2/3rds ownership of Manheim  
and the out lots that he sold to Mr. 
Stiegel, he could have received $7,800  

                                         in silver coins. 


