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A Charming Opportunity for All! 
 

   The lovely architectural gem pictured below is 
the destination of our coming program for August 
28, 2005.  The Foundation will be hosting a tour of 
the famed Charming Forge Iron Makers Mansion 
located near Womelsdorff, PA.  Mr. and Mrs. Earl 
Henderson, owners of Charming Forge since 1994, 
have lovingly and painstakingly restored the man-
sion to its former glory and have furnished it with 
period antiques suited to the amazing history of 
this home. 
 

   The tour will leave the Foundation Museum at 
2:00 pm traveling by car pool to the property.  The 
Hendersons will share with us amazing stories on 
the background of the property, its past owners 
and its current “co-tenants” . . . several spirits of 
former occupants believed to be haunting its hal-
lowed halls!  The home is believed by some to 
have been the place of residence for Henry Wil-
liam Stiegel later in his life, maybe even the place 
of his death.      �  

Local Glassware 
 
 

   The early blown bottles pictured above were bought 
out of homes in the Manheim area by David and 
Minnie Missimer, early Manheim antique dealers.    
Mrs. Missimer believed that they were the type that 
Henry William Stiegel produced in his glassworks. 
The Missimer Antique Shop handled many wonderful 
early American antiques and had a knowledge of 
things that were in families in the Manheim area for 
many generations.   

   When Frederick Hunter was doing re-
search for his book Stiegel Glass, pub-
lished in 1914, he spent many hours with 
Mrs. Missimer.  Mrs. Missimer kept pos-
session of the bottles for many years with 
the thought of passing them along to her 
daughter Katherine, but, after Katherine 
became mentally ill, they went into the 
collection of antique collector and dealer 
Herman Hart.  The bottles were on ex-
hibit at the Foundation in 2003 and at 
that time we had an opportunity to pho-
tography them for this brief article.  

�  
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The Samuel A. Ensminger  
Photography Studio Chair, ca 1860 
 

  The Foundation just acquired the chair in the picture. 
The chair was owned by Robert Schneebeli, having 

been purchased by 
him in 1985 at the 
estate sale of Jean 
Ensminger Mentzer.  
The child standing on 
the chair is Jean 
Ensminger, about age 
three.  The chair is a 
wonderful addition to 
the museum and its 
acquisition is very 
important to the 
Foundation, espe-
cially since Samuel 
A. Ensminger was 
one of Miles H. Keif-
fer’s ancestors and 
the HMPF library is 
named in memory of 
the Ensminger Fam-
ily.  �  

Buch’s Salve 
 

     As a child growing up in Manheim in the 1930’s 
and 1940’s, I spent many days with my great aunt 
and uncle at 144 S Main St.  In one of the kitchen 
cupboards under the sink, Aunt Lillie kept a wooden 
box with her home remedies in it.  One item that al-
ways could be found was a little jar of Buch’s slave. 
 
    I remember going along with my uncle Charlie 
down to Mr. Buch for a new supply of his salve.  I 
don’t know what his first name was and I don’t 
know exactly where he lived except that it was in the 
lower end of town.  This salve was in stick form, a 
few inches long and perhaps a half inch in diameter.  
They were brown in color, and you got several sticks 
in a jar.  To use it, Aunt Lillie used to hold the end 
on one stick at the flame of the gas stove.  This sof-
tened the salve and you could dab it on a clean piece 
of gauze.  It was good for any kind of sore and also 
for an imbedded splinter that wouldn’t come out. 
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Footnote: 
 

Mr. Buch’s first name was Monroe and his home 
was located on the west side of Orchard St. This in-
formation has been furnished by Mrs. Charles 
Rineer, Mr. Buch’s granddaughter.  Mrs. Rineer said 
that she has a small piece of Buch’s Plaster but she 
does not know the mixture.  �  
 

Danner Store Advertisements 
 

From a 1905 Issue of the Manheim Sentinel: 
Queen’s Ware (dishes), Clocks, Nickel and Silver Ware, 
Spring Suiting, Shoes, Harness, Carpets, Linoleum, 
Green trading stamps given with each purchase. 
 

From a 1922 Issue of the Manheim Sentinel: 
Ladies patent leather pumps, reduced from $5.00 to $3.50 
Ladies extra fine silk hosiery for $2.25 a pair 
Ladies aprons reduced from $1.00 to 75¢ 
Muslin reduced from 15¢ to 12½¢ per yard 
Men’s work shoes reduced from $6.00 to $4.00 
Henderson Corsets, the correct foundation for the perfect 
fitting gown. Priced at $1.00 to $3.25 
Children’s dresses at $1.39-$3.00 
George Danner says: 
“We have the largest shoe stock to select from.  Look it 

over and save enough to buy a pair of silk hose”. 

Recent Acquisitions: 
 
 The Ensminger Photography Studio Chair-purchased 
 
 Several ca 1860 photographs showing the Ensminger 
Chair in the studio. (gifts from Robert Schneebeli)  
 
 Several Early Manheim beverage bottles-purchased 
 
 The very interesting and unusual handwritten legal 
document indenturing Mabel Reist Koch, age 9, to her 
grandfather. (a gift from Robert Schneebeli) 
 
 John J. Ford, Jr. Early Americana Collection, Auction 
Catalogs 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10 
 
 Booklet containing information on Emanuel Deyer 
and the Old Zion Reformed Church near Brickerville 
(compiled by  Janet Atkinson Strauss and her gift to 
the Foundation) �  
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The Remedies Book 
 

     As mentioned in the October 2004 issue of Our 
Heritage, the Foundation acquired the handwritten 
remedies book from the Harry F. Ruhl, Sr. Drug 
Store.  The book contains remedies for over 80 dis-
eases and ailments. There are remedies for Conges-
tive Fever, Diseases Individual, Hysteria, Remittent 
Fever, Waxy Liver, and even Loss of Voice. The 
following are a few of  the remedies as they appear 
in the book: 
 

Headache 
 

Page 19,  When it is excessive, apply cold to head, 
such as ice or a bladder filled with powder ice. Some 
patients, instead of applying cold, you must apply 
warm as hot water in bladder, but try the cold treat-
ment first.  When there is great throbbing of temples, 
apply leeches. 
 
 

Ulcer of Stomach 
 

Page 50,  Prognosis Favorable, Treatment, Regulate 
the diet- Milk with Liquor Calcis- enema of Beef 
Tea- eggs- Brandy- Rest in bed for months Inhala-
tions of tactrate of Iron-Oxide of Silver gr 1/2 to I 3 
times a day. If great deal of pain give opium Hypo-
dermically or by suppository. When peretoneta 
comes on give opium. 
 

Loss of Voice 
 

Page 67,  [Caused by Hysteria or otherwise] Use 
electricity, one pole over the larynx and tongue.  
How to find out actual loss of voice is to “Etherize” 
them, then if they can speak they will yell out. 
 
Waxy or Albumonoid Liver 
 

Page 57,  Treatment – Quinin and Butter Tonics 
Mixture of Ammionia grs X to XXX  3 times as day. 
Also Iron 
 

Reading these remedies helps us to appreciate the 
fortitude of our forefathers!  �  
 
Do you have a 2005 membership card? If you do 
not, please send your $20.00 renewal payment to 
the Foundation this month. 
 

The Apostolic Clock 
 

      The Apostolic Clock, now the property of the 
Hershey Museum, was once a part of the Danner 
Museum in Manheim.  In 1867, 21 year old John 
Fiester of Strasburg, Lancaster County, began to 
build the Apostolic Clock.  The clock is so complex 
that it took him eleven years to complete! 
 

     He carved and painted the nine inch high figures 
of Jesus and the Apostles.  There are other figures 
which depict stages in the life of man.  This clock 
not only records the hour, minute and second, but 
the day of the week, month, the phase of the moon 
and the signs of zodiac. 
 

     Mr. Fiester built a wooden case in three sections 
to house the gears and clock works.  By doing this 
he could haul his clock on a flat bed wagon and 
travel from town to town so people could see it.  
People were willing to pay the 10¢ admission to see 
this wondrous clock. 
 

     Soon after Mr. Fiester began his travels, he be-
came ill.  He was befriended by George H. Danner 
and in appreciation for his help, Mr. Fiester gave the 
clock to Mr. Danner to be displayed in his museum. 
The clock has to be seen to be appreciated.  One can 
not imagine the intricate figures, the movements and 
animation of it.  Be sure to see it at the Hershey Mu-
seum.      �   Compiled by Janet Atkinson Strauss 
 

In Appreciation 
 

     A wall screen and program viewing equipment 
were recently obtained through a grant from the 
Ressler Mill Foundation.  This equipment will be 
very helpful for future programs in the Carriage 
House.  Many thanks to the Ressler Mill Founda-
tion! 
 

Coming Events 
 
Sunday, July 24th       2:00 pm 
Basics of the Early Iron Industry with John Tyler 
 
Sunday, August 28th      2:00 pm 
Charming Forge Tour 
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The Danner Museum 
 

     This Museum was located on the third floor of the George H. Danner store.  Special arch braces and fire-
proofing were done to protect the contents from harm.  George Danner had visited Gettysburg after the battle 
in 1863 and he picked up a few relics.  This was the beginning of this collection, which grew to include about 
twelve thousand artifacts. 
 

       Danner collected things from his own family, from neighbors and from anyone who had something of in-
terest.  People from all around even wrote him letters offering to sell something that they thought he would 
want.  A letter, dated May 12, 1902, came from an Ephrata woman who had a Baron Stiegel stove dated 1765 
and displayed tulips, hearts and flowers.  She offers it to him cheap for $2.50.  She says she would consider 
taking out and exchange for dishes from his store, as long as the dishes have flowers on them. 
 

       His collection continued to grow to include antique furniture, grandfather clocks, antique china, Stiegel 
glassware, furnishings from the Stiegel Mansion, Indian relics and the most famous of all, the Apostolic clock.  
I was told, many years ago, that George Danner obtained a lot of his dishes by offering to trade new dishes 
from his store for old copper luster pitchers and old antique china pieces.  The people back there did not realize 
the value of the old things they had in the corner cupboard or Dutch cupboard.  They were only too glad to re-
ceive some new flowered dishes for their old stuff. 
 

       The museum was open to the public every Thursday afternoon.  George loved to take people through it 
and tell them how clever he had been to collect these antiques.  There were boxes on the wall for donations to 
the poor.  But, according to what John Kendig said, George was “the poor”.  With the demise of the Danner 
Store and dilemma facing the trustees of the Danner estate, the contents of the Danner Museum were sold to 
Milton Hershey for his Museum for the sum of $50,000. 
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