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Members Learn About Local 
 Quilting Craft 

 
    At the first Annual Membership Meeting held in 
April of this year, attendees heard from Mrs. Rose 
Hershey of Annville, PA about the continuing craft 
of quilt making. Over sixty different variations 
were displayed and explained bringing amazement 
and appreciation from the audience.   
Below is a photograph of Mrs. Hershey during her 
presentation in the Carriage House.   

     This is but one example of the many interesting 
programs provided in the 2004 Program Sched-
ule.  On the following page are listed some of the 
coming programs you will want to take advantage 
of over the coming months. Of particular impor-
tance will be the August 27 “Show and Tell”  pro-
gram where members bring their own artifacts and 
tell a story about their significance and typical use.  
We look forward to your attendance at this pro-
gram.  Even if you have nothing to “Show and 
Tell”, you can come and enjoy what others will 
share with us!  

 Jack Fasig  ~  Manheim’s  
Gentle Giant 

 
      The Foundation recently acquired a poster featuring 
a boxing event held in Geneva, New York on Monday, 
November 11, 1912 between John Fasig, weight 210 
and Walter Jamison, weight 195. This poster and the 
one that hung in Clifford Hosler’s Shoe Repair Shop 
are thought to be the only two posters that Jack kept 
from his events. The poster from Clifford Hosler’s 
shop announced the wrestling match between Jack and 
Louie Bartell. 
     The acquisition of this poster has prompted the 
Foundation to relate some true and interesting facts 
concerning the GENTLE GIANT. 
     Most of the information that follows was provided 
by Jack’s 1st cousins, Mrs. Ruth Cunningham and 
George Garner, both of  whom are living in the Lan-
caster area. 
      A native of Lancaster, Jack moved with his family 
to Newark, New York, where he graduated from high 
school “with honors”. After high school, Jack enrolled 
at Cornell University, but for some reason he did not 
attend the prestigious school. After Jack graduated 
from high school, the family moved back to Lancaster. 
A few years later Jack’s parents separated and Jack 
went to Manheim with his dad, and his sister Laura 
went to Lancaster with her mother. Jack’s maternal 
grandmother also lived  in Lancaster and Jack visited 
her often. Jack visited his mother and sister twice a 
week for many years and he had a warm and close re-
lationship with his family. 
      
           - continued on page 2 -  
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Coming Programs in 2004 
 
Sunday, July 25th     2:00 pm   
 Landis Valley Museum Tour 
 

Participants will leave promptly at 2:00 pm from the 
Historic Manheim Preservation Foundation car pool-
ing to the Landis Valley Museum on the Oregon Pike 
(Route 272 north of Lancaster), to tour the museum 
and related artifacts. The discounted cost of the tour 
will be $7 per person, payable the day of the tour.  
During our tour, attendees will participate in a histori-
cal scavenger hunt at the museum with a special prize 
at the end for the winner! 
  
Sunday, August 29th 2:00 pm  
 Show and Tell 
 

Some attendees will bring historical artifacts to dis-
play and explain.  Any attendees are welcome to bring 
one or two items that may be of interest to others.  The 
program will be held in the Carriage House.    
  
Sunday, September 26th   2:00 pm          
 Pottery Making in the 18th Century 
 

Lester Breininger, collector, joins us in the Carriage 
House to share of his knowledge on Pennsylvania Ger-
man pots and potters.  Attention will be given to the 
materials, methods, designs and characteristics of 
these early artisans. 

 

Recent Acquisitions 
 

The Manheim Tragedy-purchased 
 

Old Manheim Post Cards-purchased 
 

Jack Fasig poster-purchased 
 

Flagstone Block from Dean and Sylvan Brandt-gift 
 

Several Early Manheim Sentinel Newspapers-one 
dated July 4, 1862 and printed in red and two copies 
of The Manheim Whig Sentinel-gift-Vernon Shire 
 

Butterfly House-Judy and Derry McFarland-gift 
 

We express our appreciation for these gifts and en-
courage members to support Root’s Nursery who 

are also assisting with garden landscaping.  

Fasig - Continued from Page 1 
 
When Jack visited his mother and sister at their 
Vine St. home his mother would cook one of his 
favorite meals. If he was there at breakfast time, he 
would eat a loaf of bread, a dozen eggs, a pound of 
bacon and drink enormous bowls—not cups—of 
coffee. 
They also took care of him financially if he needed 
anything and periodically they would provide Jack 
with new clothing and shoes. His clothes and 
shoes were so large that the things had to be placed 
on special order. 
     Jack was his own worst enemy, for sometimes 
he would drink too much and for many years he 
took very poor care of himself. He was intelligent 
and proved it in many ways. He knew and could 
sing opera and he could freely quote Shakespeare. 
If he would have had the desire to pursue a career, 
he could have been successful in most any en-
deavor. 
     Jack, 6-feet, 9-inches tall, did some boxing and 
wrestling, as the posters prove, but he didn’t have 
a strong interest in the sports. He was a gentle man 
and always had a fear that his size and physical 
power could hurt someone. Clifford Hosler wit-
nessed the fear that Jack’s size and strength caused 
one of his boxing opponents in the ring. When 
Jack fought the heavy weight boxing champion of 
Philadelphia, Jack threw several punches and his 
opponent threw the fight. So fearful was Jack’s 
opponent of receiving serious injury that he went 
to the canvas without Jack having a chance for a 
real KO. 
     There are many legendary stories concerning 
Jack and some of these will be covered in a future 
issue of our newsletter, or perhaps a special publi-
cation dedicated entirely to Jack. 
     For additional information on Gentle Jack 
Fasig, please read the article in John Kendig’s 
“Wayside Tales of Lancaster County”, published 
in 1991. 
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The Telephone Comes 
 to Manheim 

     In 1889 the first telephone was installed in 
Manheim. The first switch board that served the 
Manheim area was located in Lititz and operated 
by the Penn Telephone Co. 
     The first subscribers listed in the 1889 direc-
tory were as follows: Lincoln Bomberger, a 
Miller; J. Z. Eby, Flour Mill; J. Z. Eby, Broker; B. 
H. Hershey, Coal & Lumber; A. Kline, Hardware; 
W. G. Litzenberger, Hardware; Manheim Water 
Co; Manheim National Bank; E. J. Pritz, To-
bacco; S. G. Summy, Hotel; Martin Snyder, Hotel 
and J. B Busser, Livery. 
     In 1898 there were two telephone companies 
operating in Manheim, the Penn Telephone Co. 
and the Independent Telephone Co. 
     In July of 1905 the Mastersonville Telephone 
Co. was organized. The exchange was located in 
the Jere S. Hackman Store in Mastersonville.  
     In 1908 this company was moved to Manheim 
in the Martin Building on N. Main St. This build-
ing is known to many of us as the J. Harvey Spahr 
garage building. 
     Up until the 1920’s the telephone company 
went through numerous takeovers and re-
organizations. Finally on November 5, 1927 the 
Manheim Telephone Co. was established and 
moved its offices to the corner of N. Main and 
Gramby Streets. 
     On April 4, 1932 the Manheim Telephone Co. 
was bought by the Denver and Ephrata Telephone 
and Telegraph Co. On Sept. 23, 1932 D & E 
moved the exchange to Market Square in the 
building which is the present home of the Historic 
Manheim Preservation Foundation. 
     In 1939 there were eleven employees at the 
Manheim Telephone Exchange. They were as fol-
lows: Miss Catherine McCloud, Chief Operator; 
Mrs. Emma Ulrich, Margaret Bomberger, Mrs. 
Gladys Fisher, Miss Kate Y. Hammer, Mrs. Hazel 
Shelly, Mrs. Blanch Thomas, Mrs. Annie Danner, 
Elva Mae Fissel, Fannie Kready and John Herr, 
Inspector. 
 

  Submitted by:      Janet Atkinson Strauss 
  Source:  Manheim Sentinel, Sept.. 28, 1939 

Heintzelman Letter 
 
    In 1861, Major Samuel P. Heintzelman wrote 
the following letter, with the hope of receiving 
just and prompt consideration for advancement. 
 
To the Hon. Simon Cameron  
       Secretary or War 
       Washington, March 14th, 1861 
        
Sir: 
                                             
    I have the honor to lay before you the follow-
ing facts in relation to my position in the Army 
of the United States. 
    In November 1859, in Texas, although there 
was an officer who ranked me in the line (a 
Lient. Colonel) within reach, and the command 
ordered, about eight companies were above my 
rank, I was selected by Gen. Twiggs to com-
mand the expedition ordered to Brownsville. 
     The force deemed necessary for my command 
could not be given me, because the officer com-
manding the Light Battery ranked me a few 
weeks, by Brevet. 
      From the examination of the last Army Reg-
ister I find six Field Officers, who graduated af-
ter me, above me. Of the Field Officers on the 
register above me, there are eleven who probably 
will not be able to do field service. 
       On the whole register there are about eighty 
officers who entered the Army after me and who 
now rank me by Brevet. 
       On Feb. 12th 1853, I was recommended for 
the Brevet of Lient. Colonel “for gallant conduct 
& distinguished services as commander of an 
expedition against the Indians in Southern Cali-
fornia, to date from 19th Dec. 1851”. The nomi-
nation was sent into the Senate by Mr. Fillmore, 
but not acted upon, as it was too late in the Ses-
sion. 
             

- continued on page 4 - 
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Heintzelman Letter  - continued  
 

    On the 21st of Jan. 1860, Gen. Scott endorsed on my report of the engagement with Cortinas & his defeat, 
at Rio Grande City, Texas Dec. 27, 1859. “This is the report of a brilliant affair in which Major Heintzelman 
distinguished himself as he had done often many year before. I beg to ask a brevet for him in small part to 
compensate for the outrage done him by the War Department. 
                                     X                                     X                                          X 
 

Respectfully submitted to the Secretary of War” 
 

    Should I get those brevets, it would place me in the position I feel I have a right to occupy. Without them, 
if any operations on an extended scale take place, I am in a position to be subjected to continual mortification. 
I am now a member of a General Court Martial & sit below an officer who entered the Army fifteen years af-
ter I did. On the first of July next I will have been thirty five years and officer of the Army. I have served in 
Mexico, on the Pacific coast, on our northern, western & south western frontiers, in Florida & generally on 
the confines of civilization. 
 

                                                                I have the honor to be sir 
                                                                   Very Respectfully 
                                                                        Your Obt. Serv. 
                                                                        S. P. Heintzelman, Major 


