Or Where is Henry W. Stiegel Buried? By Jennifer Rounds

By David Balmer o S .
After having lived in big cities my entire

Most people, who live in the Manheim area, are life, | moved to Manheim a little over a year ago.
aware of the stories of "Baron Stiegel". Dr. Loy Compared to Denver, Colorado and Orlando,
Awkerman, retired local veterinarian and historian,Florida, Manheim has been quite a change for me.
recently addressed members of the Foundation orWhat has been the most interesting and amazing
this topic. His slide presentation gave a historical discovery for me is the history of this little town. |
walk-through of the Stiegel life and where he mighhave enjoyed walking past the home where my
be buried. As of this date his exact "burial place" father grew up as well as the little newspaper shop
has not been determined. that my grandfather owned and my great
grandparents operated. Now known as “Rick’s
News”, this little store was once known as “Mac’s
News Agency.” Mac’s was opened in 1954 and
operated by my family until it was sold to Don Helt
in 1964. My father told me all about how he would
have to get up at 5:30 a.m. to deliver the
Philadelphia Inquirerand theBulletin. He would
ride his bike to deliver the newspaper or if the
weather was bad, they’'d deliver the paper from the
back of their panel truck. The newspaper was
delivered to the people who lived in the city as well
as those living in the country. My father told me
that they delivered the paper rain or shine and out
The Stiegel residence in Manheim, located on the of the ten years of operation, the newspaper was not
Square, has been altered beyond recognition.  delivered only once, due to a blizzard.
Almost all natives know that Henry Stiegel built In addition to supplying the newspaper to
this home. But, do they know that, Robert Morris, dhe citizens of Manheim, Mac’s News Agency was
member of The Continental Congress, signer of the meeting place of sorts. The store had a soda
immortal Declaration of Independence and the  fountain, a penny candy counter, and a pinball
“financier" of the Revolutionary War, began machine. | can just imagine people going into
looking for a refuge for his family that would be farMacs to sit on the bar stools at the counter, reading
from the British? He purchased the Stiegel mansiothe newspaper while enjoying a cup of coffee, a
within the same year this important document wasvanilla coke, sugarcake, hard pretzels, a package of
signed. The date was April 25, 1777. Lance crackers, or an ice cream sundae. | can
envision kids coming in with their allowance and
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Mrs. Morris wrote to her mother,

"We are preparing for another flight in packing
up our furniture and removing them to a new
purchase (that) Mr. Morris has made ten miles
from Lancaster. | now solicit the pleasure of
your company at this once famous place, where
we may yet trace some vestiges of the late
owner’s folly, and prove a useful lesson to us his
successors."

In addition to the home of Stiegel and Morris,
the building has housed mabysiness
adventures over the years due to its prominent
location in Manheim. One might ask today what
these two distinguished previous owners would
think of its current condition. It is still a popular
parlor but of a very different manner!

Maybe someday the building’s prominent
location and rich history will afford sufficient
local support to warrant the preservation of this
key historical treasure!

gawking through the glass of the penny candy
counter at the gummy hats, records, or wax
bottles. A nickel would get you 5 balls on the
pinball machine and if you were good, you could
make that nickel last. Mac’s also sold comic
books, model airplanes and cars, and magazines.

Today, you won't find a soda fountain or
a penny candy counter inside the little shop on
Charlotte Street but you can still get your
newspaper or magazine. When | spoke with my
father about our family’s history and “Mac’s”, |
realized how important it is for my generation to
preserve the history of past generations as well
as our own. Each one of us needs to do what we
can to keep the memories of the past, historical
artifacts, family heirlooms, etc. sacred, so that
future generations will know what life was like
during a specific time period. Even though
times have changed, I'm glad to be here in
Manheim. Our town is full of history and it
makes me feel proud that my family has been a
part of it.

I
By Jennifer Rounds

In our town, we are fortunate to have the
Hope Fire Engine and Hose Company No. 1. The
history surrounding the formation of our fire
company goes back 191 years.

The Manheim Fire Company was
organized and Articles of Association were
formulated on January 9, 1812. At this time, a
small hand engine was purchased. A second
engine was acquired in 1836, at the same time the
Manheim Fire Company No. 2 was organized.
Two years later, city council approved citizens to
become volunteer firefighters.

On August 6, 1838, an engine house was
built on Market Square. The building was only
14X16 feet but large enough to house the two
hand engines. Another engine was purchased
from Philadelphia in 1847 for the price of
$525.37. The engine was known as a “Globe
Engine” and resulted in the Globe Engine
Company being formed.

On February 26, 1869, the Star Fire
Engine Company No. 1 of Manheim was
organized and within a few months, all of the
engines and fire apparatus from the Globe Engine
Company were transferred to the Star Engine
Company. The Star Engine Company becam
Hope Fire Engine and Hose Company No. 1 on
December 19, 1871. The name we still use tc
day, the Hope Fire Engine and Hose Company
No. 1 created this name after finding the word
“Hope” printed on a hose carriage.

In 1889, the Hope Fire Engine and Hose
Company No. 1 adopted a red shirt as the
regulation shirt. Later that year, the by-laws were
framed and presented to the fire company, where
they still hang today.

In 1887, a lot on the corner of East High
Street and Wolf Street was chosen to build an
engine house for the fire company. The building
was built and dedicated at a celebration and
parade on August 25, 1904. During this time
period, city council voted to give an annual
appropriation of $50 to the fire company.

Continued on Page 3
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By Jennifer Rounds

continued

The move to modernization started to

Every Sunday, | page through the inserts of ©9CCUr in the 1920’s. It was decided by Manheim

the newspaper, looking for which store has the
deal on diapers, toiletries, cat food, etc. Did you

ever wonder if people 60 years ago did the same?
Did newspapers even have inserts? Thanks to Jim
Hosler, | became the lucky recipient of a couple of

issues of the Manheim Sentinel from the year
1939. Imagine my surprise, as | turned each
yellowed, brittle page, to see how much clothing,
household items, food, etc. cost in 1939 as
compared to today. See for yourself...

1939 2003
1 Ib. Sausage $.25 $2.29
Electric Clock $2.49 $14.99
Bath Scale $2.89 $29.99
Padlock $.25 $2.50
Saw $1.19 $39.99
Flashlight $.49 $19.99
Film Developing $.25 $5.99
1 Ib. Ham $.39 $4.99
1 Ib. Pork Chops $.25 $3.49
1 Ib. Coffee $.25 $6.53
Roll of Wax Paper  $.06 $1.49
Evaporated Milk $.25 $1.39
Pancake Syrup $.25 $2.69
1 Ib. Apricots $.17 $1.99
1 Ib. Cheese $.30 $4.00
2 Ib. Animal Crackers $.25 $5.78
1 Ib. Salted Peanuts  $.21 $1.59
2 pkg. Kleenex $.25 $3.00
5 Gillette Blades $.25 $6.49
Baby Powder $.19 $3.69
Alka Seltzer $.49 $5.29
Toothpaste $.39 $2.49
Grape Juice $.47 $2.00
Oil Change $.75 $25.00
Wheaties $.10 $3.99
Loaf Bread $.08 $1.09

After comparing the 1939 advertisements with
today’s newspaper inserts, all | could think was “If

only I had my 2003 income and paid 1939 prices!”

citizens that equipment needed to be updated.
As a result, a fire engine costing $12,500 was
purchased in 1920. An electric fire siren was
also placed on the tower. The first annual
convention of the Lancaster County Volunteer
Firemen’s Association was held in

Manheim on September 17, 1921. Another
modernization was the forming of the Manheim
Firemen’s Relief Association. Organized in
1930, the organization was set up to provide
substantial payments to firemen seriously injured
while on active duty.

Due to all of the modernization, the fire
company was able to extinguish fires quicker
more effectively. On November 5, 1937, the
Hope Fire Engine and Hose Company No. 1 was
able to put out a fire in an auto owned by Glenn
Blanck. Damage totaled $10. By the end of that
year, the fire company had responded to 20 calls
and saved $40,950 in property. At the end of the
following year, the fire department had
responded to 24 fire calls and saved property
valued at $50,000.

The fire company did not just put out
fires. The company won a $100 first prize in
June of 1938 for having the best appearance in a
line parade. In addition to participating in
parades and festivals, the fire company opened
their doors to the community. The Women'’s
Club began using the fire hall for their monthly
meetings in January of 1939. Our fire company
has quite a history and desires to promote this
history for future generations.

Some years ago the fire company
established a museum of local fire fighting
equipment and ephemera. Recently the fire
company was able to acquire a leather fire
bucket owned by David May, the first Burges:
Manheim1838-1840 Our readers may want to
stop by the fire station sometime to see their
small but interesting museum which contains the
May fire bucket and many other items of local
history. This is one more example of how the
Manheim community takes special interest in the
history we can call our own!
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At the coming July 27 meeting, the Foundation will
have on exhibit a letter written from Manheim in

1777 by Robert Morris. At the time, Morris was

living at the Former Stiegel mansion. The content of
the letter is related to the Revolutionary War and was
written to the signer, Elridge Gerry, who was at York,
Pennsylvania as a member of the Continental
Congress. This is but one of innumerable examples of
the role Manheim and its residents played in the very
foundations of this great country. Come to the
Museum and learn more about this rich heritage that
we can call our own!
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