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The Manheim Auditorium  
The Grace Lutheran Church pictured here was lo-
cated at 59 South Charlotte St.  The church building 
was purchased by A. K. Kauffman and converted 
into an opera house, showing movies Wednesday 

and Saturday nights. Mr. 
Kauffman sold the build-
ing to James Theros, of 
Lancaster, in 1926, and 
in 1927 the building was 
sold to Mr. Kneller.  Mr. 
Kneller reversed the en-
tire inside of the building 
and provided for a seat-
ing capacity of six hun-
dred and fifty.  During 
Mr. Kneller’s ownership, 
the Auditorium was made 

available to many local organizations for the ad-
vancement of their activities. 
 
Do any of you remember the Saturday afternoon 
matinees (Hopalong Cassidy, The Cisco Kid, Gene 
Autry and many other wonderful films), the oranges 
and candy given to the children at Christmas time 
matinees by  Manheim’s American Legion Post 
0419, and the 1939 and 1940 film releases of Gone 
with the Wind and Pinocchio? 

                                          �  
    2009 DUES 

If a check mark appears here_____, your 2009 
membership payment of $20.00 is due.  We hope 
that you will continue to support the Foundation.   

               Thank you! 
 

      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The movie “I Love You” was produced in 1918, 
“THE SANTA FE TERROR” in 1925, PLUNDER 
in 1923 and “THE PALACE OF THE KING” in 
1923.  Mrs. Lillian (Gantz ) Boyd, a Manheim 
resident who taught piano, played the piano for 
silent films shown in the Manheim Auditorium.  
She studied music at Lebanon Valley College.  
Did any of our readers take piano lessons from 
Mrs. Boyd?  
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1767 Sundry Accounts  
We recently had the pleasure of viewing another 
original document in the handwriting of Henry Wil-
liam Stiegel.  The document is titled, “Sundry Ac-
counts due Charles & Alex. Stedman & H. W. 
Stiegel for Elizabeth Ironworks & Charming Forge”.  
The total amount of the accounts was 1,320 pounds, 
18 shillings and 1 pence British. Of the total amount, 
1,064 pounds, 18 shillings and 6 pence were against 
the Elizabeth Ironworks. The debts of 93 people are 
listed on the document and some of the names listed 
are: John Casper, Anthony Stiegel and Jeremiah 
Heintzelman. 
Also, the item has documentation on it in Alexander 
Stedman’s handwriting stating: “Know all Men by 
there presence that, I Alexander Stedman of the city 
of Philadelphia Esq., do hereby Assign and make 
over all my Right, Title and Interest in the above 
mentioned debts, for the Valuable Consideration of 
Two Hundred Fifty pounds Current money of Penn-
sylvania, to Mr. Henry Wm. Stiegel.  Witness my 
hand & seal this tenth day of May Anno Domini 
1768”.                                                       
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
HMPF is looking for someone to be the editor of 
���� �����	
��� ������ If you are interested, please 
call the museum and leave a message.  

              Samuel Hull Lehman  
    Farmer - Minister - Master Craftsman  
   In the October 2008 issue of our newsletter, we 
briefly mentioned that HMPF received a gift of carv-
ings created by Samuel Lehman.  
   The foundation received the gift from members of 
Mr. Lehman’s family. The items traveled with fam-
ily members to various parts of the United States, 
over the years, and, through a search for them con-
ducted by two friends of the foundation, the items 
were located in the possession of Samuel’s grand-
children and great grandchildren.  Because the fam-
ily members recognized the importance of the items 
being preserved and displayed here in Manheim, 
they have generously donated the carvings.      
   Mr. Lehman was a life long resident of the Man-
heim area.  He worked for Robert Coleman, Presi-
dent of the Cornwall & Lebanon Railroad, helping 
build a scenic five-mile narrow gauge railroad to the 
top of a mountain at Mt. Gretna, known as Governor 
Dick. Samuel was among the carpenters who built a 
20,000 gallon water tank, platforms, a tower at Gov-
ernor Dick, and a quaint rustic engine house to ac-
commodate three locomotives. He also worked on 
the Reading Division of the Philadelphia & Reading 
Railroad Co. as a master carpenter.   Mr. Lehman 
was skilled in a multitude of crafts from simple re-
pairs to trestles to engineering bridge building mas-
terpieces.  One such reconstruction was raising the 
entire Manheim train station nearly two feet to ac-
commodate new platform heights which standard-
ized rail car levels.  Samuel also erected a new water 
tank at Manheim to comply with new, larger motive 
power heights requirements. This was done on the 
existing water tank stone foundation which necessi-
tated building a high brick wall and topped with a 
wooden iron hoped tank.  Although this is long 
gone, the foundation still stands today, as mute evi-
dence to the memory of a man who devised an in-
genious radius arm pivoted in the center to assist in 
laying rows of brick, not only in a perfect circle, but 
at a graceful taper from bottom to top.  Samuel did 
excellent cabinetry work and built many articles of 
furniture used in railroad operations.  On August 25, 
1927, Mr. Lehman became the second ordained min-
ister of the Manheim Mennonite congregation.   
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   Upon retiring from the railroad on February 25, 
1938, Samuel devoted much of his time in his tiny 
workshop behind the house.   It was here that he cre-
ated expressions in wood of animal carvings and 
toys.  Using odds and ends of wood gleaned from 
local grocery stores, he created toys like a monkey 
on a stick, a squirrel on a stick and men with sledge 
hammers hammering, and he painted them with an 
array of thinned-down paint in a most pleasing art-
istry of colors.    
   The donation to HMPF guarantees that the identity 
of the craftsman who carved the animals will never 
be a mystery and the fascinating and more detailed    
story of Mr. Lehman’s life will be known to all who 
read the records preserved in the archives of the 
foundation. More information on this wonderful gift 
will appear in the April issue of our newsletter.  
Below are two of Mr. Lehman’s carvings. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Garden Weathervane   
With the addition of two beautiful items, the exterior 
of the garden restroom has been completed.   Below 
can be seen the weathervane, boot scraper and door 
knocker crafted by Larry Long and donated to the 
foundation.  The brass bird on the weathervane is the 
exact shape as the brass bird that appears on the 
betty lamps that were crafted by John Long, a 19th  
century Manheim area locksmith.  The items crafted 
by Larry, and the lanterns crafted by Jack Detwiler, 
have made Elizabeth’s Garden even more beautiful.    

  
            �  �  �   

            �  �  �   

A Vanished Manheim Craft 
 
Some of our readers will well remember a gentleman 
whose business once occupied an area along a north-
ern edge of our town.  The quarry area is where 
Harry Gantz operated a lime kiln.  The information 
printed here is from an article written by John 
Kendig in 1952.  Also, some very interesting facts 
have been added to this article by the granddaughter 
of Harry Gantz, Jacqueline (Gantz) Garrett, a mem-
ber of HMPF. 
 
Harry Gantz was one of the last to quarry lime stone 
for the purpose of burning and producing powdered 
lime.  He had to blast the blue rock, sledgehammer it 
to size, dump it in the hot maw of the kiln, sift it, 
bag it and sell it.  You will see by the accompanying 
picture that this was a major operation. 
 
Before going any further, we should give our readers 
a little background as to where the lime kiln was lo-
cated, just what was there, when it was started and 
by whom.  The lime kiln was established in what 
became to be known as the Gantz Quarries (1874).  
William Gantz, of Manheim, (Harry’s Grandfather), 
purchased a stone quarry and kiln from H. and Jo-
seph Hernley for $1,800.00 and another quarry from 
J. R. Hershey and George Ruhl for $1,200.00.  
These two purchases became the Gantz Quarries. 
 
              Harry E. Gantz, the Lime Burner 
 
This is John Kendig’s visit to the quarry and the 
lime kiln site in 1952. 
 
Just beyond Earl Farmer’s gas station on Route 72, 
north of town, we turned down a narrow little lane of 
a road that dipped deep into a section of low land 
that is pretty well hidden there, at the very edge of 
town and country.  We wound on down into the very 
heart of it passing through heavy growths of shrubs 
and trees until at last we came out into a broad open 
little Valley, hemmed in by high walls of limestone  
and covered over in one section by a shallow pond 
of water.  Over at the north side we found Harry 
Gantz, of 30 East Stiegel Street, busily at work.   
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He was clearing the surface ground and brushy 
growth off of the top of the bed of limestone rock 
that occurs there.   At the top it is more or less bro-
ken up and somewhat easy to pick apart and pry 
open with an iron bar.  Piece by piece he works it 
out and rolls it to the bottom of the slope, where he 
loads it onto his small, antiquated looking, but very 
serviceable little truck, which is hoary with the age 
of having served Harry’s lime making business for a 
long time.  After the loose rock is taken out or he 
strikes big solid boulders, he sometimes has to drill 
and blast or mudcap the rocks to break them up into 
sizes he can handle.  We looked at the slightly tilted 
layers of this native, blue, Lancaster County, lime-
stone, some of it having narrow layers of white flint 
stone running through it, and we realized that this 
was the very basis of Harry’s business.  That he 
takes hard bulky rock out of the earth to burn it into 
the loose powdery lime that he sell to the farmers to 
be put back onto their lands to improve their soil and 
crops.  In making his living as a truly old fashioned 
“lime burner”, Harry Gantz is helping to improve 
our justly famous Lancaster County agriculture.  At 
the same time he is enjoying himself for he took to 
this work from the time he was a 9 year old boy and  
by horse and wagon hauled coal from the old Ben 
Hershey coal yard on West Stiegel Street, to the 
same kiln he works today.  At the age of fourteen or 
fifteen he had already worked there enough to know 
how to run the business, working harder than many a 
grown man today, and has been at it ever since with 
the exception of the 12 years that he worked at the 
local U. S. Asbestos Plant.  So that about 40 of his 
65 years have, been spent as a “lime burner”, and he 
still enjoys it.   
 
Harry recently read a writing of Dr. Norman Vincent 
Peale’s in one of his Sunday columns in the Phila-
delphia Inquirer in which Dr. Peale stressed the im-
portance of a man liking his work and how much 
better he does his work when he really enjoys it and 
is interested in it.  This very likely explains why 
Harry stays out in the cold days of winter and works 
in his lime slacking shed in such heavy dust that you 
can hardly see him there in it, when you go by.  He 
likes his work and he does what is necessary to com-
plete it.   

So we found Harry the other day, a small, wiry, man 
working picturesquely up against the bright blue sky 
and the steadily passing white clouds.  Suddenly, 
“Patsy”, his ever present companion of a small white 
dog, began to bark and when we looked over a bit, 
we saw the heads of two little darky boys peering 
down at us.  One of them said: “We’re ready to load 
the lime now”; and so Harry stopped digging out his 
lime rock raw material and we went back to the 
slacking shed at the lime kilns and he began the 
loading of his finished product, 50 pound bags of 
lime onto a waiting truck.  After the truck was 
loaded and gone, Harry took us up to the top of the 
kiln to tell us more about this quaintly old fashioned 
land, very interesting and useful occupation.  The 
three joining kilns were built by his grandfather Wil-
liam and were used in turn by his father, but he only 
uses one of them today, that one keeping him plenty 
busy as he works by himself today.  He possibly 
makes about 7 or 8 tons of lime a week; with a full 
crew and using the three kilns he could probably 
turn out 75 to 100 tons a week.  In process of pro-
ducing the finished lime he figures that he handles 
each ton of lime at least 9 times.  The pieces of rock 
he brings over to the top of the kiln, from the quarry, 
are about one half peck size or smaller and are 
dumped at the edge ready for use.  The kiln is what 
is known as a “draw” kiln, the finished lime being 
taken out at the bottom.  Near the bottom it is about 
2 feet in diameter tapering up, like a funnel toward 
the top where it is six feet in diameter. It is 18 feet 
deep and an empty one is quite a fearful looking 
hole, from the top. In filling up a kiln, wood is 
placed in the bottom (where the finished lime comes 
out later) to help get the fire going. Directly above, 
on the iron bars and grates, more wood is added and 
then about a wheelbarrow load of buckwheat coal. A 
one foot thick layer of quarried lime-stone comes 
next. Holes are apt to exist between these hard 
pieces and so "core lime," (burnt lime which didn't 
slack completely and is made up of small marble and 
apple like pieces) is worked in to make the stony 
mass more solid and keep the coal from working 
down into it; for another layer of coal is put upon top 
of the stone. When the wood is lighted at the base of 
the kiln it takes a half day before the enclosed body   
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of material gets red hot. In seven days the fire 
reaches the top and Harry can start drawing out the 
burned lime -- called "lump lime" -- at the base of 
the kiln. It is usually in comparatively small sized 
pieces and grey dusty like, and plenty hot. As lime is 
drawn out at the base of the kiln, the whole body 
sinks and more layers of coal and stone are added at 
the top. In this way the process can be carried on 
indefinitely. The "lump lime" is then loaded on his 
truck and taken to the slacking shed and dumped on 
the floor where it is slacked. Buckets of water are 
then poured over the pile of pieces of lime and the 
slacking process takes place within about 15 min-
utes. A 10 quart bucket of water will slack about one 
bushel of lime. As the water is poured over the pile 
of lime, the lime is turned and worked over with a 
shovel to see that the water is evenly distributed over 
the lime so that it can slack properly, changing from 
lump form into fine powdery pieces. This fine stuff 
is then shoveled down into a sizable hole where it is 
picked up by bucket conveyors and run up over a set 
of sieves, the first with an inch mesh, takes out the 
finest lime which comes down through a pipe into a 
50 pound bag. This is known as "bag lime" and is 
the best grade Harry produces. The coarser material 
goes on out over a second sieve with a 5/8 inch 
mesh. These small stony pieces are called "sievings" 
and are also sold to be put back on the land; only 
they cannot be run through a regular lime drill and 
must be shoveled into place. If not sold as "sievings" 
some of this material can be re-sieved and some 
more "bag lime" may be secured. The biggest lime 
particles, which go out to the end of the conveyor 
sieve line, are known as "core lime." These are usu-
ally taken back to the kiln and worked in with the 
pieces of quarried rock used in the stone layers in 
filling in the kiln for burning; and so are re-burnt, 
making pretty full use of just about everything. Prac-
tically the only waste in the whole process is the fine 
cloud like dust which fills the air of the slacking 
shed, chiefly during the sieving process. The present 
sieving machinery, Harry figured out and built, im-
proving the efficiency of the work from the old days 
when all the slacked lime was sieved by hand. In one 
quarry, he says, there may be 3 or 4 different types 
of limestone, some of which work up much better    
than the others. In fact one vein of the rock he got  

into went through most of the process fairly well, 
but absolutely refused to slack, it would not break 
down into the fine powdery lime desired. The lime 
produced is a type of agricultural lime, used mostly 
by the farmers and is sold over an area within an 8 
mile radius of Manheim. Much that is being sold 
now goes out on the grass fields, preparatory to the 
later seeding of wheat. That sold in spring would go 
toward the seeding of corn. Occasionally he sells 
small quantities of lime to local folks for white 
washing cellars and the like. Harry works at the 
making of lime all year. The type of the work being 
seasonal. In November, December and January he 
quarries rock and gets it ready for use. Usually he 
starts to burn lime in February and keeps at it 
through June, may burn some over the summer and 
frequently burns quite a bit over the fall period. His 
especially busy season of the year is from April 15th 
to June 15th. He tries to make just about as much as 
he can sell each season. As far as he knows, the 
nearest places at which lime is also burned are at 
Annville and Elverson, and there the methods of 
work differ considerably from his, which are pretty 
largely the good old fashioned ways. He completes 
the whole process of this rather rare local industry 
himself, from start to finish. The business has been 
in the Gantz family for 94 years and he is the last 
one active in it. The quarry from which he mines his 
rock was once quite a place for local people to go as 
mother remembers being taken as a little girl by her 
Grandfather, Philip Arndt on frequent walks there. It 
was one of his favorite places to visit and on going 
there would usually manage to climb up and around 
the rocky walls, some of which still remain. Even as 
late as the early 1900's, local artist William S. Rice, 
sketched a picture of the old slacking shed which 
looks much as it still does, except that Harry Gantz, 
our "Lime Burner" of today, did away with the old 
hand sieve and replaced it with his more modern 
conveyor belt system. 
 
We can be thankful that John Kendig wrote this 
wonderful article, and for the many others that 
he provided over the years. Those of us who knew 
John recognized his deep love of Manheim’s his-
tory and of nature. 
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The following information has been furnished by 
Jacqueline (Gantz) Garrett: 
 
                Harry E. Gantz and Elizabeth 
 
Harry E. Gantz   
Born: Oct. 29, 1887 
Birthplace:  Manheim 
Died:  June 13, 1969 in Manheim 
Occupation:  Farmer and Lime Burner 
Harry & Lissy lived  on Stiegel St. across from Ray-
bestos in what I've learned from my cousin's wife 
was a Sears Roebuck Home - as far as I know it's 
still standing - corner of  Wolf & Stiegel. 
 
Elizabeth Gochenaur 
Born:  Dec. 25, 1888 
Birthplace:  Manheim 
Died:  Feb. 1969 
Harry and Lizzy were married in Columbia on April 
8, 1906. 
Lizzie’s father and mother were Charles Gochenaur 
and Annie Shelly of Manheim. 
Charles Gochenaur was a barber who had his place 
of business on South Prussian Street in Manheim. 
 
Children of Harry and Lizzie: 
Charles Frederick Gantz   
Birthplace:  Manheim 
Died: Sept. 1979 
           — 
Pauline Gantz 
Birthplace:  Manheim 
Died: July 21, 2005 
 
William Gantz married Anna Kauffman [from White 
Oak] - -  Wm. & Anna had several sons and it is be-
lieved that the parents followed the old German tra-
dition when  naming their children.  Their 1st born 
was Frederick [1850], that was  Harry's father, and 
their 2nd born was William, the father of Jake and 
Sam.  Their 3rd born was John and the 4th born was 
George. William and Anna also had 2 daughters.  
Frederick named his 1st born after his father Wil-
liam.  Frederick’s son William died in 1929 in an 
accident.  John was named after Anna’s father and 
George was named after the first William’s grand- 

father George, who immigrated in 1764.   I believe 
my Dad, Charles Frederick, was named for Harry's 
father-in-law Charlie Gochenaur and Frederick after 
Harry’s father.  I think that William and Anna’s two 
daughters were named for William's sisters.  Again it 
can't be proven. The further back one goes it gets 
more complicated and I have no real proof as to 
the 1st William's father.  However, I do believe it 
was Frederick [son of immigrant George], although 
he isn’t listed among the children.   
 
If I'm correct, Fred's Father William was the first 
lime burner.  Fred & his son William [Bill] fol-
lowed in the business and Harry followed them.   I 
think the kiln Harry operated was the one that his 
grandfather operated.   John Kendig's research led 
him to believe that the lime business was in the 
Gantz family starting in 1858. 

Harry Gantz, Patsy and Harry’s Old Flipper 
 
Anyone wishing more information concerning the 
Gantz Family genealogy may contact Jacqueline 
at jacig@wtxs.net. 

                                        �  
Acquisitions: 
Books: Fraktur: Folk Art and Family by  
             Corinne & Russell Earnest - gift             
             Just For Nice by Richard Machmer - gift 
A donation from HMPF members Donald and Lou 
Longenecker.  The donation will be used to acquire 
reference books for the Ensminger Library Room. 


