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Evangelical Congregational Church-1907 
       
   The first class or 
group of the church 
was organized in 
Manheim in the year 
1805.  The pastors 
who served for the 
1805 to 1810 were: 
Revs. Jacob Albright, 
Founder of the Evan-
gelical Association: 
John Walter and 
George Miller.  The 
services were held in 
the various homes for 

a period of thirty years.  In the year 1835, subscrip-
tions were solicited, following which a church was 
erected on the corner of Charlotte and Gramby 
Streets.  This building was used until the year 1883, 
when the present site at Market Square and Charlotte 
streets was purchased, and a new church built 
thereon.  In the course of the division within the 
Evangelical Association of which this church was 
then a part, the property (Church and Parsonage) 
was lost to the present congregation in 1895, but was 
repurchased in the following year.  The original 
name of the church was Seybert Memorial Church 
of the Evangelical Association, but when it was re-
purchased, it was also rechristened, now to be called 
Trinity United Evangelical Church.  In the course of 
time and for various reasons, this name was again 
changed to the present one, Trinity Evangelical Con-
gregational Church.  With the loss of the property in 
1895, went also very valuable records of the church.  
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All the names of the charter members, class leaders, 
officials and other records were lost, making it im-
possible to give a larger history of the church. 
  The above article appeared in the Sept. 28th, 
1939  issue of the Manheim Sentinel.  
   Question: Do the mentioned church records exist 
and can we find them?   It would be great if we 
could return the records to Manheim, especially 
since the Trinity Evangelical Congregational Church 
was Elizabeth Keiffer’s church. One more challenge 
for the Foundation.   

                                        �  
Acquisitions: 
   The Foundation has acquired a new laser color 
copier.  We will now be able to print our newsletters  
much faster and, when desired, add more high qual-
ity black and white and color pictures to the publica-
tions.  This issue was printed using this new piece of 
equipment and you should notice the improved qual-
ity in the photographs.  Also, with the new printer, it 
took 8 seconds to print page 1, whereas, with our old 
Lexmark printer, it took 3 minutes and 15 seconds to 
print page 1.  
 
   Also, our library has received the last three auction 
catalogues from the John J. Ford, Jr. sale of Ameri-
cana, Volumes 19, 20, 21. The 21 catalogues on our 
shelves represent more than 50 million dollars of 
scarce and rare items related to American history.  
  

   2008 DUES 
If a check mark appears here_____, your 2008 
membership payment of $20.00 is due.  We hope 
that you will continue to support the Foundation.   

               Thank you! 
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                                                Camp Yuma - 1852 
 
     The following is a transcript of a letter written by Samuel P. Heintzelman from Arizona to a 
Captain Casey stationed at Tampa, Florida: 
 
                                                                        Camp Yuma (Junction Gila & Colorado rivers) Col. 
                                                                                                       May 16, 1852 
Dear Captain, 
 
     Your favor from Tampa reached me at this place, not wishing to rely entirely on my judgment I re-
ferred your case to Dr. Summers of the Army, who arrived with us in California in April 1849 & has 
been stationed in San Diego ever since. 
     I have just time to say to the Captain’s inquiries that I consider this to be as good as any climate in 
the U. S. for one so affected.  It is almost on a level with the sea & as a general thing has very few hard 
blows from any quarters & perhaps as little rain, if not less than any other part of our country.  The mar-
ket is not particularly good, but at the same time such things as he says are absolutely requisite for his 
sustenance under the circumstances can be obtained or cultivated even down to eggs.  Grow his hens & 
then he will have the chickens & eggs.  The changes in the climate are not very sudden at any season, 
although we sometimes have frost.  The thermometer has never fallen below 34º since I have been here.  
It is very true I have not seen much of our southern Atlantic States, but it seems to me that this is an ex-
cellent climate.  Ah! even “surprisingly healthy”.  If I had disease of my lungs I would rather remain 
here than any other place I have ever been.  The greatest difficulty with the subject is sometimes with 
the market, & to get wants.  You can write to Capt. Casey & state that the climate itself is good & all the 
other difficulties you are as familiar with as my self.  December is the coldest month in the year, some 
times ice half an inch thick. 
     There you have the doctor’s opinion in full.  I will now add my experiences.  There is no mistake the 
climate itself is delightful, summer & winter, the latter as a general thing especially.  The second No-
vember was more pleasant than the first & the first winter more pleasant than the second.  You may 
judge from this there is considerable difference in the seasons, some years being decidedly more pleas-
ant than others.  The market is indifferent, though much improved & will improve still more.  With the 
facilities offered by steamer you have the advantage of the San Francisco markets and can get fruits and 
vegetables from there & along the coast.  You must bring your own wants with you.  You can keep a 
cow & raise chickens & they will supply you with the most important articles.  I decidedly recommend 
San Diego to you as a pleasant station for health. 
          I have just been reading a violent attack upon the Army in Florida from the pen of Mr. Cabill the 
Representative from Florida.  I hope some officers will answer it.  Members of Congress are too fond of 
using their standing to attack the Army. 
    We are here engaged in an Indian war, but with enemies of a very different class from the Seminoles.  
We are so far off I presume you have scarcely heard of it. 
     The Indians have no fire arms & their bow & arrows & clubs are far from being formidable.  The 
great difficulty is to find them.  The country they roam in is nearly as extensive as Florida & covered 
with dense thickets, traversed by a large river & cut up into innumerable sloughs.  There are no impedi-
ments to the Indians & almost impossible to the whites, or practically so, as it always takes so much 
time the enemy can escape.  The Indians wear only a small cloth & are as much at home in the water as 
on the land.  The climate is much the whole year round that their villages are of the most temporary 
kind.  The only time we can have any effect upon them is when their crops are maturing.  The country is 
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however so extensive they can always collect some & with the Mesquite bean & grass seeds manage to 
subsist. 
     Their country extends from fifty miles below as to an indefinite distance above, & includes the whole 
river bottom, in places 25 or 30 miles wide.  The main body has been driven from below us & an expedi-
tion dislodged them 70 miles above.  Where they now will be found is a matter of doubt.  The post is new 
& about destitute of every thing requisite for carrying on Military operations.  Our animals are dying of 
starvation. 
     I was ordered in to San Diego from this place last summer, but left a small guard, which was with-
drawn, or rather abandoned the Post, though the miss conduct of the officers in command & all the sup-
plies “couched” which the Indians dug up immediately & now boast they drove American soldiers from 
the river. 
     So you may not do injustice to any one I will give you the name of the officer who abandoned the Post.  
I sent out from San Diego Capt. D. Davidson 2 Infy. with a reinforcement to relieve & hold the post, then 
surrounded by the Indians.  He abandoned it in a few days after his arrival on the plea of scarcity of provi-
sions, at the same time rolling into the river near 6 bbls. of salt provisions & driving in a drove of more 
than sixty sheep.  Supplies had left San Diego for them & were stopped on the road.  My name is in the 
army register before the last as the commander of the Post & as the Post was abandoned contrary to my 
express wishes & orders I do not wish to bear the odium.  I will be glad to hear from you at all times. 
 
                                                                                  I remain very truly 
                                                                                  Your friend & 
                                                                                  S. P. Heintzelman 
 
P. S. Capt. Davison is applying to a paymaster & Commissary’s birth in the army—anything which will 
take him from the line of the Army, where his failing is too conspicuous. S.P.H 
 
Footnote: Camp Yuma, later to be called Fort Yuma, was established by Samuel Peter Heintzel-
man.    

                                                                                    �         
                                                             The Two Dutch Twins 
 

I am a broken hearted Deitcher 
Vats filled mit grief and shame 
I dell you vat the drouble is 
I doesn’t know mine name 
 
You think it’s very funny, eh? 
Ven you this story hear 
You vil not vunder then so much 
It vas do strange and queer 
 
Mine mudder had two little twin 
They vas me and mine brudder 
Ve looked so very much alike 
No one knew vich from t’other 

Vun of us vas Yacob 
And Hans the other name 
But dat made no difference 
Ve both got called the same 
 
Now one of us got deadt 
And really dat is so 
But vether Hans or Yacob? 
My mudder she don’t know 
 
And so I’m drubled 
I can’t get thru mine headt 
Vether I’m Hans vats Liffing 
Or Yacob vat is deadt 

This Old Dutch Folk Poem 
was provided to John Kendig 
years ago by someone who  
said that it was one of her 
Aunt Mabel’s favorites. 

                 �                   
 
 
 
 
 
Stiegel Type Diamond Pattern Salt 
from the Ensminger Estate. 
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A Report on Elizabeth’s Garden 
   Hopefully, in the year 2008, the foundation 
will have the funds to provide a paved parking 
lot adjoining the Carriage House meeting room, 
the outdoor restroom will be functional and all 
improvements to the garden will be completed.  
It was Elizabeth’s wish that she would one day 
have a garden equal to what she had in 1968 
and she now has one that exceeds those wishes.  
Some charming additions will also be made to 
the outdoor restroom (a beautiful handmade 
weathervane and a hand wrought door knocker) 
and a few unusual  items will appear in the gar-
den when we have garden activities.  
   We do have a major maintenance problem 
concerning Elizabeth’s Garden. We have had 
the services of community workers but the 
scheduling and availability of their services 
many times are difficult.  Over the years of de-
veloping and maintaining the garden, one per-
son has been working along with the service 
workers for a total of more than 1000 hours.  
We now need some additional help.    
    We could use some volunteers to help with 
the spring and fall planting and to keep the gar-
den clean throughout the year. When the garden 
is clean it is beautiful but, when debris covers 
the ground, the garden is very unsightly. 
   If anyone could help HMPF with the mainte-
nance of the garden and you have a computer, 
please check the garden link on our website to 
see what we are faced with concerning debris. 
 
 
 
 
 
           
                  
 
 
 
          Elizabeth’s Garden in June of 1968 
 

Garden Activities   
   The foundation would like to provide some mu-
sical entertainment in the garden in 2008. If you 
play an instrument or would like to serve on a 
committee arranging garden entertainment, please 
contact the foundation.  HMPF is also planning to 
hold a few fund raising projects and we are asking 
for ideas and volunteers to help with them.  

                             �  
Programs & Tours 
   If you didn’t attend the 2007 programs held in 
the Carriage House meeting room or the tours that 
were arranged, you certainly missed some enjoy-
able times.  The programs on the generations of 
craftsmen, the village of Nickel Mines and the 
archeological excavations related to Elizabeth 
Furnace were all fascinating.  The tours to Speed-
well Forge Mansion, the Albright Memorial 
Church and the Conrad Weiser Homestead were 
all great historical places to visit. 

                             �        
Santa and the Foundation 
   This past Christmas, Santa’s helpers requested 
the use of our Carriage House to have the children 
visit with Santa. Needless to say, we were very 
pleased and honored that Santa’s helpers made 
this request.  We are sure that Elizabeth would be 
thrilled to know that her former home has also 
provided a service to Santa and the most precious 
people in this world.  Santa gave each of the chil-
dren a  bag of goodies.     

                             �  
Milk Paint, Early and Desirable 
   Milk paint was originally formulated using 
commonly available natural ingredients.  Some of 
these recipes included lamp black, berries or dried 
plants and roots of various herbs for the pigments 
and buttermilk for the binder. These special for-
mulas recommended for interior use only pro-
duced colors unmatched, even today.  Today, col-
lectors of antiques treasure items exhibiting the 
old buttermilk paints. 
  


