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Research Projects 
     Janet Atkinson Strauss, has completed her re-
search  of the Stiegel families and the Danner fam-
ily and her findings will eventually be published 
by the Foundation as special booklets.  Janet is 
also researching Miles Keiffer’s ancestors, the 
Ensmingers. The booklets will be wonderful addi-
tions to our library and to those of our members.  

Cornet Band of Manheim 
As mentioned in the April 2004 issue of Our Heri-
tage, the Foundation has been entrusted with the 
care of the ledgers from the Cornet Band and Ger-
maina Band of Manheim.  The ledgers are on loan 
with the Foundation and we are looking for some-
one in our organization who is willing to do the 
research and compile a history of the band organi-
zations.  Some information and photographs have 
already been prepared.  This is an opportunity for 
someone to do a history of two organization that 
have contributed very much to our community 
over the years. 

Spook House 
      A short distance north of Landisville, there was 
a small house along the tracks that was supposedly 
haunted.  The house was vacant for many years 
and one story was that one night some sheep found 
their way into the vacant building.  Their bleating 
gave rise to the theory that the building was 
haunted.  The quaint building with its thatched 
roof was finally torn down about 1899, but the leg-
end of the “Spook House” remained.  There is still 
today a “Spooky Nook” road at the site of what 
was once “Spook House”           �  
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“Near Manheim” 
     This wonderful Stiegel type cream pitcher was 
at one time owned by George S. McKearin. It ap-
pears in his publication AMERICAN  GLASS, 
PLATE 31, item 2, 1941 edition.  The cream 
pitcher is pictured in the book alongside item 3, a 
sugar bowl. George McKearin said the following 
about items 2 and 3:  “Small creamer and sugar 
bowl and cover; sapphire blue; pattern-molded in 
ogival pattern; set found in a private home near 
Manheim.  Creamer, height 3� ”.  Mr. McKearin 
sold the creamer in 1941 to Titus Geesey, a very 
wealthy collector, and it remained in Mr. Geesey’s 
family until one of his daughters sold it in an auc-
tion held in New England.            �  
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Elizabeth Furnace Comes Alive 
 

The map pictured above, created by Herbert 
Beck in the 1960’s, illustrates an extensive in-
dustrial community which developed around 
the Elizabeth (Iron) Furnace Plantation in the 
late 1700’s.  Through the cooperation of the 
present owner, William Coleman, the Millers-
ville University Archeology Field School and 
local historian and Foundation Member, Jeff 
Dreisbach, efforts began in 2004 to locate the 
lost site of the iron furnace and start explora-
tory test pits on the site.  This past Spring, a 
cut stone structure was uncovered and later 
verified to be the actual iron furnace which 
ended over 100 years of operation by the 
1850’s. Continuing excavations have uncov-
ered a second furnace-like foundation to the  

immediate right of the first furnace structure.  
Archeology digs completed by the students and 
staff of Millersville University Field School 
between 2005 and 2006 have unearthed over 
40,000 artifacts from digs including: 
 

· An early 1800’s hand dug well in front of 
the Henry Stiegel portion of the mansion 

· The stone lined raceway carrying water to 
the furnace water wheel 

· The former plantation store site 
· The rear garden of the Coleman portion of 

the mansion 
· Areas surrounding the “Hessian Barracks” 
 

Further archeology work is expected in 2007 
including research into the business connec-
tions between Henry Stiegel and Philadelphia 
and foreign merchants in Europe and Bermuda.
   �    
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                       THE DOLLAR SIGN  
 
THE FIRST KNOWN  use of the dollar sign in a 
book is in Chauncey Lee’s 1797 The American Ac-
comptant.  Lee uses a single slash for a mill, double 
slash for a cent, a double slash with a superimposed 
character resembling the letter “S” to represent a 
dime, and a double “S” as a dollar sign. 

            Milk Shakes…..10¢ and 15¢ 
        Banana Splits…..20¢ 
A copy of Mr. Heiges’ four page soda fountain 
menu will be given to those who attend the Founda-
tion’s April program in the Carriage House meeting 
room.   

Acquisitions: 
  1. Volumes 15 and 16, John J. Ford’s Americana 
      The 16 volumes so far added to the Foundation’s 
       library shelves contain a wealth of information 
       that can be found in no other publications.  
       Mr. Ford’s collection to this date has realized 
       more than 52 million dollars. 
   2.  A two volume set of the books, Wright’s Ferry 
        Mansion: The House and The Collection - gift  
        from Louise Steinman Von Hess Foundation. 
   3.   Manheim souvenir programs, 1897 & 1924 - 
        donated by Mr. &  Mrs. Lowell Landis.  
   4.  Elias Kready items sold at Conestoga Auction 
        (Schadler’s Bakery calendar, Manheim post 
        cards, almanac given by Bird’s Drug Store  
        in Manheim, Annie Ensminger letters, etc.). 
   5.  Hardbound PA German Society publications - 
        donated by Violet and Randy Geib 
   6.   Illustrated Historical Atlas of Lancaster 
         County - gift from Cory Van Brookhoven 
   7.   Photograph of  Ibach’s Store in Manheim - 
         donated by Gary Frederick   

2007 DUES 
If a check mark appears here_____, your 2007 
membership payment of $20.00 is due.  We hope 
that you will continue to support the Foundation.   

               Thank you! 

1769 Manheim Map 
    The map drawn for H. W. Stiegel and Isaac Cox 
is now owned by the Foundation.  With financial 
assistance from the businesses listed below plus 
HMPF funds and donations from a few of our 
members, the  acquisition was made possible. 
A & M Pizza                        Heisey’s Jewelry Store 
B. R. Kreider & Sons           Rohrer’s Construction 
Fenner Drives                       Stiegel Construction             
Germania Band Club            Union National Bank 
Graybill’s Machine Shop     Worley & Obetz                                         
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MORE THAN A  CRIMPER!  
 
 At a  public auction in Lancaster County, Pennsylvania, the pie crimper pic-
tured here sold for $55.00.  As can be seen, some early pie crimpers were 
made using large copper cents to form the cutting wheel, especially those 
made by the Pennsylvania Dutch people. In this example, the ironwork and 
the condition of the 1793 large copper cent leads one to believe that the crim-
per was made in the late 18th century.  Either wooden handles were fashioned 

in the home and attached to the penny wheel to complete the tool, or, as in this example, handles were forged 
from iron.  It’s very unusual to find a crimper with an 18th century coin, especially one using this rarity. This 
is the year of our first federal large copper cent.  This very rare flowing hair obverse, chain reverse coin, if it 
had not been used to make the cutting wheel for the crimper, would today, in its graded condition of very 
fine, be worth $30,000   The discovery of this rare item was also featured in the February 2006 issue of the 
Numismatist, the national publication of the American Numismatic Association..                      
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
On our website, all images are in their natural color.                                                        


