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book, The Bible In Iron , as items 161 and 297.  
Excerpts from The Bible In Iron for these two 
plates are as follows: 
 

   161.  Stiegel of 1758.  Right plate. Size, H. 26 X 
W. 28 inches. Mr. G. H. Danner, Manheim, Pa.  
“Of the group of dated plates of five-, six- and ten-
plate stoves herewith shown, inscribed with his 
name, this plate, cast the year after he became 
ironmaster at Elizabeth Furnace, is the earliest yet 
found.  The inscription clearly reads (in the upper 
panel), H. WHELM. STIEGEL. UND. (in the car-
touche) COMPAGNI. FOR. ELIZABETH., and in 
the lower medallion the date 1758.” 
 

 297.  The Hero.  Side plate of six-plate stove. 
Size, H. 23 X W. 25 inches. 
“The inscription, H. W. STIEGEL, ELIZABETH 
FURNACE 1769”, appears plainly along the top of 
the plate.  In the lower corners, Masonic emblems; 
on the left the compasses of the Master Mason 

Continued on page 2 
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From The Danner Collection 
 

      The two Stiegel Stove Plates shown here have 
been placed on loan with HMPF by the Hershey Mu-
seum. The plates are from the George H. Danner 
Collection and we here at the Foundation are thrilled 
to have them once again on display in Manheim.   
We are very grateful to the staff and board members 
of the Hershey Museum for their consideration  and 
cooperation in making these treasures available to 
the Foundation.  The plates are on display in the 
main exhibit room, along with a spinning wheel 
made by Daniel Danner.   The spinning wheel is also 
on loan from the Hershey Museum and it is the one 
pictured on page 16 in the Foundation’s special  
publication, Daniel Danner, Woodturner: An Early 
19th Century Rural Craftsman in Central Pennsyl-
vania, by James D. McMahon, Jr. 
 

        The stove plates are listed in Henry Mercer’s  
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He named his wife, Catherine, and provided for her 
well-being, his son Adam and his daughter Ana 
Mary (Maria) wife of John Wagner.  The burial 
place of Christian and his wife is unknown to me at 
this time. 
 

     Adam Danner who became a weaver, was mar-
ried to Catherine Long on August 30, 1802 by Rev. 
Becker of the First Reformed Church of Lancaster.  
They lived in Manheim and became the parents of 
seven children, Daniel the wood turner, Frederick, 
the teacher and minister, Adam Jr., George, Barbara, 
Maria married to Henry Eshelman and  Elizabeth 
married to David Spickler. 
 

     Adam Danner and his wife Catherine, along with 
son George are buried in the old Reformed Church 
graveyard on North Main Street in Manheim: 
 

    Adam Danner                       Catherine Danner 
    Jan. 18, 1777                        Feb. 8, 1779 
    Jan. 25, 1850                        Dec. 19, 1831                             

                            George Danner 
                            Sept. 16, 1813 
                            Jan. 15, 1863 
 

     Adam’s son Daniel became established on South 
Charlotte Street where he turned out spokes, spin-
ning wheels and furniture pieces.  It is said that he 
made a good living , he owned a farm, supported a 
wife, two sons and a niece.  He owned his own 
pleasure carriage and horses.  He traveled to Lancas-
ter to do his banking and for some unexplained rea-
son he made quite a few trips to the “lunatic hospi-
tal” at Harrisburg.  Daniel Danner married Elizabeth 
Hartman of Manheim on Sept. 20, 1832.  Of the five 
children born to them, three died as infants. Their 
two surviving sons George H. and Aaron H. grew up 
to become famous and wealthy men of Manheim. 
 

     George H. Danner was born Oct. 10, 1834.  In the 
early 1860’s he built his store on Market Square 
where he also housed his huge antiques collection 
and museum.  
 

      In 1867, George married Serena Weidler.  They   
lived on Market Square and had no children.  
George died May 8, 1917 and he is buried in the 
Danner Plot in the Manheim Fairview Cemetery.  

Continued on page 3 

Danner Collection continued: 
 

with the rule of the Past Masters’ degree, as an                            
emblem admonishing the Master to punctually ob-
serve his duty.  On the right, an old type of mason’s 
level, the symbol of fraternal equality and the offi-
cial ensign of the Senior Warden, with the  square, 
the Masonic Symbol of Morality.  A human bust 
crowned with victorious laurels and enclosed in a 
laurel wreath, Laurus nobilis, adorns the middle 
plate forming  the center of the pattern. [ We are told 
that the laurel crown was a decoration used in the 
high degree of the Ancient and Accepted Scottish 
Rite.  The Laurel Crown in Masonry is given to him 
who has made conquest over his passions.] 
 

     Nothing in the reign of George the Third in 1769 
would justify ascribing the bust and wreath to him.  
While it is reasonable to suppose it is Stiegel, the 
prosperous manager of Elizabeth Furnace and 
Charming Forge, founder of Manheim and a colonial 
glassworks. Stiegel, the owner of a carriage with 
outriders, a private orchestra and castles and man-
sions may have attempted to represent himself as a 
conqueror of difficulties and pioneer of important 
enterprises in the early days of our country. �  
 

The Danner Family of Manheim 
        

        On the 16th of April, 1776, Christian Danner and 
Catherine Neher were united in marriage at the Co-
calico Reformed Church in Ephrata Township, Lan-
caster Co., Pa. 
 

     This couple became the parents of a son on Janu-
ary 18, 1777.  He was baptized on February 23, 1777 
at the Cocalico Reformed Church and given the 
name of Adam Danner. 
 

     A few years later this Danner family relocated to 
the Manheim area.  In the records of the Manheim 
Reformed Church we find that Christian Danner and 
his wife Catherine became the parents of a daughter, 
Maria, on June 12, 1782. 
 

     Nothing else is known of Christian Danner ex-
cept that his occupation was that of a wheelwright  
and that he died in April of 1810.  He wrote his will 
on January 10, 1810 and it was proved on May 5.   
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Sources: 
   Wills of: Christian Danner and Adam Danner 
   Pa German Marriages by Donna Irish 
   Reformed Church Cemetery Records-Manheim 
   Lancaster Co. Church Records, Vol. I 
   Marriages & Deaths, Lancaster Co. Newspapers  
   Manheim Fairview Cemetery 
   Various Newspaper Articles 
 

A Treasure Returned!  
   
     More than fifteen years ago someone from our 
area had the pleasure of viewing the large and very 
impressive folk art collection owned by Clyde Youtz 
of Schaefferstown, and, at that time, the first of sev-
eral visits with Clyde over the years, Clyde men-
tioned that a watercolor portrait hanging on his wall 
of a woman and a man was purchased by him in 
Manheim.  From Clyde’s description of where the 
house was located, it was determined that it was on 
the south side of West Ferdinand Street between 
Charlotte Street and Grant Street and was either the 
home of Harry Eitnier or that of Edna Studenroth. 
 

     A few years ago, after Clyde passed away, 
Conestoga Auction Co. started selling Clyde’s col-
lection, and someone kept waiting and watching for 
the portrait to appear in one of the auctions.  Not un-
til the fourth and final sale, and on almost the last 
page in the sale catalog, did the portrait appear.  The 
item was purchased and, upon removing the portrait 
from the frame, a document was found with infor-
mation identifying the persons in the portrait as 
Emanuel Frederick Dyer and Susan Hoke, both of  
Manheim.  
 

     The portrait and document will be on loan to the 
Foundation sometime in 2006 and will be on exhibit 
in one of the cherry cases provided in 2004 through 
a grant received from the Lancaster County Commu-
nity Foundation.  We are indeed fortunate that some-
one from our area had the knowledge and interest to   
acquire this item and return it to its original home-
town.     �  
 

JUST PUBLISHED! Book on Jack Fasig 
by Cory Van Brookhoven, Limited to 200 copies,  
$5.00 ea. plus tax. Available from the Foundation. 

The Danner Family continued: 
  
     Aaron H. Danner was born Nov. 23, 1836.  He 
helped his brother George in the operation of the 
store.  Aaron managed the shoe department and in 
his spare time wrote poetry which was published in 
the Manheim Sentinel. 
 

    Aaron Danner married Mary Ensminger and they 
became the parents of eight children.  Sadly, four 
sons died under two years of age and one daughter 
died at nine years.  Their surviving children were 
George D. C. Danner, born in 1874, B. Frank 
Danner, born Feb. 1880 and Hester Danner, born 
1886. 
 

     The Aaron Danner home, a large three story 
house was located on South Main Street.  It was de-
molished in 1935 when the new Post Office was 
built at that location.  A picture of this house can be 
seen on page 57 of the Old Home Week Book. 
 

     Aaron’s son, Frank, worked in the store, while 
the other son, George D. C., was an engineer, bor-
ough surveyor and magistrate.  Aaron’s daughter, 
Hester, married a Mr. McElroy and they lived at 41 
South Main Street, across the alley from the Post 
Office.  The McElroys had one daughter, Sylvia, 
born in 1911.  She was a school teacher for many 
years at Lancaster.  Sylvia was married to Lewis 
Rupp.  They continued to live at the 41 South Main 
Street home for the rest of their lives.  The Rupp’s 
had no children, so with the passing of Sylvia in No-
vember 1991, the Danner family in Manheim came 
to an end. 
 

     Sylvia Rupp was a very wealthy woman, leaving 
an estate of over one million dollars.  An auction 
was held for her personal estate which included 
many early Manheim artifacts and documents.  The 
money derived from her estate was given to six area 
charities and nonprofit organizations.  Daniel 
Danner, his wife and his descendants are all buried 
in the Danner Plot at Manheim Fairview Cemetery. 
 

                                        Compiled by: 
                                        Janet Atkinson Strauss 
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Coming Programs for 2006 
By Daniel Snyder 
 

     This past year offered many interesting and 
successful programs for our members and friends.  
Attendance continued to grow at most programs 
reaching a record of 30 participants for the Charm-
ing Forge Tour in August!  Due to staff changes at 
the Hershey Museum, our planned tour of the mu-
seum in Hershey this past October was resched-
uled as our first meeting for this year to be held on 
April 30th.  We will be leaving from our location 
on the Manheim Square promptly at 2:00 pm for a 
special tour of the Danner Collection. 
 
     We hope to plan programs throughout 2006 
with the help of volunteers like you that will help 
“share the load” of planning and organizing such 
events. If you are willing to find an appropriate 
presenter for a program during the 2006 season, 
please contact Daniel Snyder at 664-2280 or the 
Foundation at 665-5560 leaving your name and 
number.  If you have no idea who to ask but are  

2006 DUES 
If a check mark appears here_____, your 2006 
membership payment of $20.00 is due.  We 
hope that you will continue to support the 
Foundation.   
                

                                     Thank you! 
 

willing to take responsibility for oversight of a 
program, we can use your help also!  We already 
have a host of potential presenters to help you in 
planning a program. 
 
     Sharing the responsibility of planning and ar-
ranging such programs will lighten the load for 
our current volunteers and will offer you the op-
portunity to meet very interesting people and do 
your part in promoting the preservation of our 
heritage.  Program dates are already reserved 
April through June but the following months are 
still available.  ��� ����� 
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