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Love’s Expressions During Wartime 
 
Even during wartime separation, love’s affections look for expression as two lovers face the separation their 
respective wartime duties require. This Valentine from the Civil War era couple we know as Mary and John 
illustrates (in the photos above and the personal note found inside, to the right) the challenges men often face 
in expressing their true feelings in written word.  Alone in his soldier’s tent after a day’s labor facing battle 
and possible death, the soldier looks for words to express his loneliness and longing for his lovely lady who 
appears behind him in his memory and fondest thoughts. The printed expressions of the card may better il-
lustrate the thoughts his waiting love, Mary, may have been looking for and hopefully found to be of com-
fort.  Even in 1863, the experience of a knowledgeable writer provided help to the gender less able to express 
their thoughts with emotion!  
 
This valentine was found in Lancaster County and though we can not know for certain where in the county 
John and Mary lived, it was found with several 18th century and early 19th century Manheim documents.  
Some of the documents were related to Henry William Stiegel and Daniel Danner.  A Civil War Valentine is 
considered a rarity and is highly prized by anyone fortunate enough to own one.     �  
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Ruhl’s Drug Store 
Compiled by Janet Atkinson Strauss                         
From Manheim Sentinel, Sept. 28, 1939 
 
       Ruhl’s Drug Store was located at 73 S. Main 
Street in Manheim.  The history of this store goes 
back to 1878 when Dr. H. A. Mulliner set up a drug 
and  variety store here.  This business was not very 
successful because Dr. Mulliner could not master the 
Pennsylvania Dutch dialect which was necessary to 
converse with the residents of Manheim in those 
days of long ago.      
       He then sold the business to Mr. Josiah Landis 
who remained at this location until 1891.  Around 
the year of 1884 Mr. Landis hired fourteen year old 
Harry F. Ruhl to do odd jobs around the store.  As 
Harry Ruhl matured he decided to make the druggist 
profession his life’s work.  He enrolled in the Phila-
delphia College of Pharmacy.  After graduation he 
came back to Manheim and opened up his own busi-
ness on May 16, 1891.  The store was remodeled 
and enlarged several times, adding new features as 
they became available.  In 1926 the first electric 
soda fountain in Manheim was placed in the front 
part of the store.  The first neon advertising sign in 
Manheim was placed outside of the front of the 
store.                       
       In 1931, Harry Ruhl, Jr., also a druggist, joined 
his father in the business. They became affiliated 
with the Rexall line of products and in addition to 
filling prescriptions, they carried a full line of sick-
room supplies, baby needs, cameras, film, greeting 
cards, cosmetics, toiletries, and even some farm re-
lated items like patent smoke and rat poison.                                                                           
       At the soda fountain they sold Breyer’s ice 
cream which was sold by weight.  When you or-
dered a plate of ice cream, it was placed on a little 
balance scale and the ice cream was either added or 
subtracted until the desired weight was reached.  
They sold all kinds of sundaes, sodas and the milk 
shakes were delicious. 
                    
I would like to add the following recollection of mine 
about Ruhl’s Drug Store: 
 
There was one item sold by Mr. Ruhl that you would 
not expect to buy at a Drug Store and that item was  

Recent Acquisitions 
 
From Donald and Lou Longenecker: Financial aid 
towards several program and garden projects. 
 
From Samuel Nolt: Photocopies of early Lancaster 
County documents. 
 
From Janet Atkinson Strauss: A compilation of in-
formation on “The Families of Henry William 
Stiegel and his brother Anthony Stiegel” 
 
In 2005, the Foundation plans to publish the Stiegel 
Family information. 

Ruhl’s Drug Continued 
 
delicious Manheim grown apples.  Mr. Ruhl owned 
the former Kendig Orchard up Reservoir Hill where 
the present day Kenridge development is located.  
He used one of the rooms way back toward the end 
of his store for the storage of apples.    
       I can remember many times when my uncle 
would tell me that we should go up to see Harry 
Ruhl for some apples.  When we arrived at the store, 
he always went directly to Mr. Ruhl and asked about 
purchasing some apples.  Mr. Ruhl told us to follow 
him and I always thought I was so important to be 
going behind the counter, back through the room 
where Mr. Ruhl compounded his prescriptions and 
through some more back rooms until we finally 
came to the apple storage area.                                          
       This room was very cool and dark and it had a 
fragrant aroma of apples.  After my uncle selected 
his apples, Mr. Ruhl got a brown paper bag and 
placed a tin measure inside.  He filled the measure to 
the proper place and then he lifted the measure out 
and after paying for the apples, we were on our way 
home.  We ate those apples on long winter evenings 
as we sat at the table putting jig saw puzzles to-
gether.                                                                                   
     
These are wonderful memories of the 1940’s. 
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Foundation Website Now Under 
Construction! 
 

        Work has begun on an attractive and informa-
tive website for the Foundation and it should be 
available for viewing on the internet sometime in 
April. The site will have many links and it will be 
possible for interested persons to see views of the 
museum, library, Elizabeth’s Garden and the Car-
riage House meeting room. The site will also in-
corporate the Foundation’s exceptional logo. There 
will be links to see the Foundation’s newsletters 
past and present, library information, scheduled 
programs and activities, research projects, most 
recent acquisitions, items that are for sale and 
more. 
       If any of the Foundation’s members are inter-
ested in lending some financial support in estab-
lishing the website, please call the museum at 665-
5560 for information. Credit will be given to those 
who support this project.  The Foundation has al-
ready received some financial support but more 
will be helpful and appreciated.    �  
 

Henry William Stiegel and the Rose 
 
       In the month of June, the Foundation will 
place in Elizabeth’s Garden, a bronze plaque 
bearing a poem written by Mabel Reist Koch of 
Manheim. The poem is beautiful and it dedicates 
the rose to Henry William Stiegel.     �  
 
                                     2005 DUES 
  If a check mark appears here_____, your 2005 
membership payment of $20.00 is due.  We look 
forward to your continued membership in the 
Foundation.  ����������������������������������������  
                                          �     
The Foundation now has a lighted bulletin board in 
front of the museum building. This addition will 
make it possible to better inform the public of the 
activities held in Elizabeth’s Garden and the Car-
riage House.  Please visit the Foundation and see 
this and the items displayed in the new lighted 
cherry wood exhibit cases that have been provided 
by the Lancaster County Community Foundation 
through a grant.                �  

The Town of Manheim 
By C. M Kapp, Manheim Sentinel, June 5, 1952 
 

The peaceful town of Manheim! 
How beautiful it lies, 
Within a fruitful valley, 
Beneath its sunlit skies! 
Protectingly around it 
Through shade and sunny gleam, 
The Chicques floweth gently, 
A calm, rejoicing stream. 
 
Oh, blessed town of Manheim! 
Of fair and proud renown 
The gardens and the harvest fields 
Which cluster round the town! 
No land can boost a fairer scene 
And none a richer soil 
Than that which yields unto thy sons 
The fruits of sturdy toil. 
 
The prosperous town of Manheim! 
From foundry, shop and mill, 
There comes a sound of working 
Which all the air doth fill! 
There brains and hands kept busy 
Shall find, with one accord, 
At eventide, in sweet content, 
Their well deserved reward. 
 
The happy town of Manheim! 
What music and what song 
Arises in its households 
From voices old and young! 
There on a Sunday morning 
In sweet and solemn chime, 
The church bells fill the quiet air 
With harmony sublime. 
  
The loyal town of Manheim! 
Though ridiculed as such, 
Let Manheim’s children proudly give 
All honor to the Dutch! 
For theirs is intellect most keen, 
And theirs sweet music’s gift, 
And theirs the love of liberty, 
And steadfastness, and thrift. 
 
Oh free, fair town of Manheim! 
Thy founder named thee well, 
In beauty, peace and plenty 
Fit home for man to dwell! 
Long may thy streets resound with mirth 
And those whose feet have trod 
With thy founds, be faithful still 
To country, home and God.         

�                      
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Electric Light Company,  Manheim, Pa. 
 
 

     Electric company facts: 
 
    On June 19, 1907 the Manheim and Mt. Joy Electric 
Light Co. paid C. F. Fisher, Bricklayer and Contractor, 
South Charlotte St., Manheim $144.00 for laying 24,000 
bricks and furnishing mortar to build the chimney at the 
Manheim power plant on South Oak St. 
 
    On September 24, 1907 the Manheim and Mt. Joy Light Co. paid N. W. Gingrich, Practical Carpenter and 
Builder, 25 cents per hour for work done to build the Manheim power plant. 
 
    On July 17, 1909 the Manheim Electric Light Co. purchased from the Mt. Hope Sawmill, D. E. Grubb, 
proprietor, 20 poles, each being 35 feet in length, at $3.00 each. �  
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