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Manheim’s “Firsts”
By Jennifer Rounds

In honor of “Our Heritage” being first
published in the year 2003, the following is a list of
Manheim’s “firsts”:

First Lutheran CongregatienThe congrega-
tion met on September 18, 1769 in a chapel on the
second floor of Henry William Stiegel’s mansion in
Market Square.

First Recorded NewspaperThe first Man-
heim newspaper was titled “The Sun” and was pub-
lished in 1841 by John M. Ensminger.

First Moving Picture Place The first movie
theater in Manheim was called “The Victor Theatre”
and was opened by D.F. Waughtel in 1908.

First Big Manheim Historical Pagean(This
pageant was held on July 3, 4, and 5, 1941. The
three day program included historical displays, con-
certs by the high school band, a parade, and speak-
ers.

First Bishop of the Evangelical Associatien
Bishop John Seybert was the first. The
present Manheim Evangelical Church was first
named the Bishop Seybert Memorial Church after
this devoted clergyman who spent his life traveling
around the country preaching. He was in Manheim
in 1826.

First Printing Press The first printing press
was set up in Manheim in 1830 by Jacob Stauffer.
He may have printed the first newspaper.

First Citizen to Own a Used CarJohn
Koch, Sr., a Manheim citizen, purchased a second
hand Rambler in 1904 (Car is pictured on page 2).

First Citizen to Own a New CarMajor
Christian Bear purchased a Reo in 1907.
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Transportation in Manheim
By Jennifer Rounds

Sitting in traffic can be a highly irritating
and frustrating experience, especially if one is
running late. Manheim is not immune to heavy
traffic, by any means. In Manheim’s early days,
“traffic jam” was a term unheard of. Manheim’s
citizens got around by walking, riding horses, by
wagons in the summer, and by sleigh in the win-
ter. When going long distances, the preferred
method of travel was by stage coach.

As time went by, new and faster ways to
travel began to appear. In November 1862, the
first passenger train operated by the Columbia
and Reading Railroad came to Manheim. Pas-
senger trains soon became a big attraction and
the citizens of Manheim would go down to the
train station to watch the trains and people come
in. At this time, the railroad ran three trains a
day, three times a day.

By 1935, the popularity of passenger
trains had worn off and the railroad mainly ran
freight trains. Since this time, Manheim has
only had freight service — the passenger service
ended on January 23, 1929.

Besides trains, Manheim had trolley cars.
The first trolley car ran to Manheim on Decem-
ber 14, 1901. One trolley car ran every hour
from Lancaster to Manheim from 6:00 a.m. until
midnight. The last trolley to ever run in Man-
heim left Manheim for Lancaster on March 9,
1932. Trolleys were replaced by buses.

The appearance of the automobile
changed the lives of many. The first Manheim
citizen to own a car was John Koch, Sr. He pur-
chased a used Rambler in 1904. With the




Manheim’s “Firsts” Cont.’d
(Continued from page 1)

First Citizen to Own a New CarMajor Christian
Bear purchased a Reo in 1907.

First Garage- The first garage was opened
in the Arnold Building on East High Street by Elam
Zimmerman.

First Step Toward Street Developmernthe

building of streets began on June 8, 1863 when the

Boro Council voted to start piking Prussian Street
from Stiegal Street northward.
First Telephones In 1882, there were 11

Transportation in Manheim
Cont.’d

(Continued from page 1)

appearance of the automobile and the increasing
number of citizens owning cars, the need for
traffic control arose. In 1906, the first Borough
Council Ordinance was posted and read “Don’t
operate a car at a speed greater than a mile in
six minutes. Upon a signal from a rider or

driver of a horse or other animal, the car driver
shall bring his auto to a stop and if going in the
opposite direction, must stand still until the

subscribers to the Manheim phone service. Pennsyly, g ca passes.”

vania Telephone Company provided the service.

First Cemetery for General Community Use
— Started in 1840, the cemetery is located on East
High Street and North Hazel Streets.

First Rural Postal ServiceThe postal ser-
vice was established on July 1, 1902.

First Mail Carrier on Manheim Streetdra
Diehm was Manheim'’s first mail carrier.

First Woman'’s Club in Manheim The Lan-

caster General Hospital Manheim Auxiliary was or-

ganized on February 26, 1902. Thirty-two women

Cars and traffic continued to increase.
In November 1927, ten traffic signals were put
up for traffic safety. In 1948, parking meters
were placed in Market Square to regulate how
long a car could park there. In the present day,
these meters have been eliminated.

It is interesting to think about what the
future holds for transportation in Manheim.
Will it’s citizens some day all own flying cars?
Or will the car be replaced by some sort of high
speed mass transit? Time will tell. In the

began the organization and succeeded in furnishing &,eantime sitting in traffic is inevitable.

room in the hospital, contributed food, sewed, had
an annual egg collection, and contributed money
from dues.

First Police Cruiser Received by the Man-
heim Police Force in early 1953, the police cruiser
replaced the antiquated motorcycle.

First School The first consolidated school
was built in Manheim in 1870. Prior to that time,
small school houses could be found all over.

First Preacher Reverend Jacob Albright
came to Manheim in 1805 and organized worship
classes and Bible study.

First Passenger Train November 1862,
the first passenger train operated by the Columbia
and Reading Railroad came to Manheim.

First Trolley Car The first trolley car ran to
Manheim on December 14, 1901.

Mark Your Calendars!
The 2004 Annual Membership Meeting will

be held April 25th at 2:00 pm. Rose Hershey will be

presenting a program on Varieties of Quilt Making.

John Weit Koch’s 1904 Rambler

Foundation Progress in 2003

Accessible outdoor restroom and patio is
now 75% complete

Carriage House carpeting and fireplace
Grant funding for two additional exhibit
cases for the museum

Ouir first full year of educational programs
open to the public
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Here We Grow! 1860 —
1870 —

1900 —

By Jennifer Rounds

Like many towns, Manheim started out as a small
town with three houses and one grocery store in
1762. As time went on, our little town grew and
developed. Following is a timeline of our growth:

Population 859

Population 1,122

Population 2,019. Manheim had

many industries including cigar making
shops, a canning factory, a pantaloon fac-
tory, a shirt factory, knitting and silk

mills, and machine factories.

1790 — Population 268 1912 — Population 2,202
1803 — Manheim’s first drugstore is opened.1930 — Population 3,520
1830 — Population 350; 60 houses 1940 — Population 3,830
1838 — Manheim became a borough. Pop- 1950 — Population 4,246

ulation 365 1960 — Population 4,790

1846 — Population 400. Manheimhada 1962 — Manheim’s chief industry was the

drug store, a hat store, a tin plate and
sheet iron shop, a shoemaker, and a
saddle, harness and trunk manu-
facturer.

Sentinel Printing House, the Bond
Foundry Company, and the U.S.
Asbestos Company, to name a few.

1850 — Population 778; 60-80 houses. Man1970 — Population 5,434 and still growing!

heim had a few hotels, some saloons,

grocery and hardware stores, hat  The view below is Manheim looking south from
shops, bookstores and drugstores, Reservoir Hill at the north end of the town. It
clockmakers, jewelry stores, furn-  was taken from a postcard from 1906.

iture stores, etc.




The Manheim Trolley

By James Hosler

The three framed documents that are pictured
below were on loan to the foundation and on
exhibit in the library room on December 14,
2003 during the Manheim Christmas Tour of
Homes. The document in the center frame is
the original charter of the Lancaster, Petersburg
and Manheim Railway (trolley) Company. The
other two framed items are a stock certificate of
the Railway Company which represents 71% of
the total stock sold and the original “Articles of
Association” of the company.

The following is information from the “Articles
of Association”:

That the name of the said company is Lancaster,
Petersburg & Manheim Railway Company.

That the said company to exist for the term of
nine hundred and ninety-nine (999) years.

That the length of said road will be, as near as
may be TEN miles.

The route is as follows, namely; commencing at
a point, the intersection of North Queen Street
and New Street in the city of Lancaster, County
of Lancaster and State of Pennsylvania, thence
continuing in a northerly direction on North

Queen Street to Liberty Street; thence in a
westerly direction on Liberty Street to the inter-
section of the Lancaster & Manheim Turnpike
and Liberty Street; thence in a northwesterly
direction on and along the said turnpike through
the townships of Manheim, East Hempfield,
Rapho and Penn; to a point in the southerly line
of the borough of Manheim; thence in a north-
erly direction on and along South Prussian
Street in the borough of Manheim to Market
Square; thence in a westerly direction on Mar-
ket Square to Charlotte Street; thence in a
southerly direction on Charlotte Street to Stiegel
Street; thence in easterly direction on Stiegel
Street to an intersection with the above men-
tioned line on South Prussian Street; thence
returning by the same route to the place of be-
ginning, forming a complete circuit by its own
tracks.

That said railway is to be operated by Electric
power.

Because the Reading Railroad Company would
not allow the trolley line to cross their tracks,
the trolley ended its route just south of the pre-
sent railroad tracks. The trolley station was lo-
cated on the east side of Prussian Street (now
Main Street) next to the railroad tracks.

Goals of the Foundation for 2004

1. Macadamized handicapped accessible park-
ing area adjacent to the Carriage House

2. Acquisition of an overhead projector, wall-
mounted projection screen and lectern

3. Add a variety of research books to the li-
brary

4. Complete the planting of Elizabeth’s Gar-

den

Complete the handicapped accessible toilet

Secure sufficient funding to begin a website

for the Foundation

7. Obtain additional volunteers to assist in the
2004 programs

oo

If any of these goals are of particular interest to
you, contact the Foundation office at 665-5560
to learn how you can help make them a reality!




Membership Renewal Time!

Members of the Foundation should know that we
are changing our membership renewals to a new
system. Members who originally joined between
January and June are reminded to renew their
membership for 2004 at this time. Members
having joined between July and December
should renew their membership by July 2004.
For your convenience, a slip has been included
in this issue of the newsletter to return with your
check for membership renewal. Also included
on this slip is a request form to indicate individu-
als, not currently Foundation members, that
should receive a membership invitation. We will
be happy to send them an invitation at your re-
quest!

We look forward to receiving your membership
renewal and your continued support of furthering
the local history of Manheim!

Can You Help Us in 20047

We are currently planning an exciting array of
programs for the 2004 season. Some of these
programs we hope will take us to local historical
sites and may include a “hands-on” opportunity
to learn a diminishing craft from days gone by!

As you might imagine, planning and managing
these interesting and varied programs takes the
time and attention of committed members. To
lessen the burden for them, we are looking for
volunteers in the following areas to help with
one of more of our monthly programs in these
ways:

Preparing a refreshment for attendees at a
program in 2004

Serving refreshments at programs
Greeting attendees and making visitors feel
welcomed

Setting up before or cleaning up after pro-
grams

If any of these opportunities sound like some-
thing you could help with, call 665-5560 an let
us know! We look forward to new helpers in
2004!

The above photograph (CDV) bears the au-
thentic signature of General Samuel Peter
Heintzelman. This article appeared in the Oc-
tober 22, 1864 issue dhe Rail Splittecam-
paign paper published by H. M. Ensminger.




A Living Wage? Recent Acquisitions

The receipt above from December 22, . Manheim Water Company stock certificate

1890 indicates the Igvel of wages typi- .  plank Road stock certificate (pictured above to the right)
cal for the construction labor forthe . ook entitledOne Red Rose Foreviom Violet & Ran-
Manheim to Lancaster Turnpike as dall Geib

being 12 cents per hour. Is anyone
interested in applying? Fortunately,
some of our forefathers were!

Book entitledJohn Adam$rom Arianna Zimmerman
Book entitledCivil War Sutlers and Their Wardsm
Nancy Zimmerman
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