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Also pictured on the following page is a solid 
brass scale made by H. Troemner of 
Philadelphia, PA. This scale was used during 
the 1800’s in the Ensminger Drug Store, located 
on Prussian Street in Manheim, to measure a 
wide variety of products commonly sold in drug 
stores of the day. It was last in the possession of 
Jean Ensminger Mentzer, the last druggist 
serving the Ensminger Drug Store. 
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With the passing of the Elizabeth Keiffer, founder 
of the Historic Manheim Preservation Foundation, 
on October 2, 2002 Manheim has lost a valued 
friend of the rich history Henry Stiegel and others 
began in the mid 1700’s. Fortunately though, this 
history will be preserved through the foresight and 
generosity of  Elizabeth, or “Libby” as many had 
come to know her.  It was Elizabeth’s wish to 
honor the ancestral heritage of her late husband, 
Miles H. Keiffer, and to provide a place of learning 
and appreciation for future generations interested in 
their local, state and national heritage. 

Miles’ maternal grandmother, Sophia Ensminger, 
was his tie to the rich history of the Ensminger 
family whose history in Manheim dates back to the 
late 18th century. The Ensminger family included 
surveyors, druggists, scribes, printers, all of which 
served the small but growing community of 
Manheim in many ways. The library room in the  
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museum is dedicated to the Ensminger Family 
and includes an early tintype photograph of six 
Ensminger ladies. 

Included in Elizabeth’s desires for the 
Foundation were the return to Manheim of items 
important to the local heritage and the 
stimulation of interest in Manheim’s early 
history. It is a pleasure to know that Elizabeth 
saw her vision become a reality by attending the 
museum Dedication Program held June 2, 2002 
in the museum garden. If you were unable to 
attend this event or visit the museum, please be 
aware that the museum and library are open free 
of charge to anyone every Sunday from 1 pm to 
4 pm and every Wednesday evening from 6 pm 
to 9 pm. Other times will be added as volunteer 
coverage is available. 

The town of Manheim is fortunate to have the 
example of Elizabeth and her husband, Miles, 
who have so generously provided the museum 
property and its beginning contents for the 
benefit of the local community. It is from this 
foundation of value and appreciation for 
Manheim’s history that the Historic Manheim 
Preservation Foundation hopes to build upon so 
future generations can learn, benefit, and 
appreciate what and who have made this 
community the success it is today.�  
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This third item is a miniature 
blanket chest made by the 
Manheim craftsman, John Dyer, 
and displays beautiful mahogany 
shell-form inlay on the lid. This 
miniature chest would likely 
have been used by a child. This 
example shows minimal wear 
for its age, an indicator that 
previous owners valued its 
beauty as we do today.
�  
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The Ensminger Library at the museum has 
recently acquired at personal computer and 
related equipment to aide in the activities of the 
Foundation. This new equipment includes a color 
printer, a scanner, a fax machine, and Internet 
access. The establishment of email access and a 
website are future goals in the use of these 
technologies as volunteer time and skills permit. 
It is hoped that this equipment will aide research 
in the library, facilitate newsletter preparation, 
Foundation mailings, and eventually provide 
access for members to an abundance of historical 
information on the World Wide Web. 
 
If you or someone you know has an interest in 
computers and local history, please tell them 
about the Ensminger Library and have them call 
the museum at 717-665-5560. We are eager for 
others to join us in the preservation and 
promotion of Manheim’s history! �  
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The newest members added to the Historic 
Manheim Preservation Foundation are as 
follows: 
 
John & Carol Blanck 
Maurice & Edna Sanko 
Michael R. Keller 
Larry Ziegler 
Martha E. Sensenig 
We give a hearty welcome to these new friends 
of Manheim’s history!
�  
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Though only in its infancy, the Historic 
Manheim Preservation Foundation has a history 
rich in the foresight to accomplish the 
preservation and promotion of Manheim’s 
important heritage. It was a life long interest of 
Miles H. Keiffer, and his wife, Elizabeth, to 
collect and preserve history related to the early 
years of Manheim and the important role the 
town played in the history of Lancaster County. 
Over the years, both the collection and 
knowledge of Miles and Elizabeth grew. Their 
collection included important pieces of Stiegel 
type glass, pottery, furniture, and clocks. 

Not only were the items themselves important to 
the Keiffers but also the people that were behind 
them. They represented lives of hardship, 
success, ingenuity, learning, artistry and 
diligence. These stories are considered integral to 
the development of the town, its people and the 
influence they had on America. 

Though Miles passed from this world in 1975, 
Elizabeth continued this interest and eventually, 
due to her failing health, sought a knowledgeable 
friend, Jim Hosler, to assist her in the creation of 
an organization to preserve not only this 
important collection, but also to further preserve 
and promote an interest in Manheim’s early 
history. In 2001 a not-for-profit foundation was 
created that we know today as the Historic 
Manheim Preservation Foundation. Elizabeth 
Keiffer contributed her former home at 27 
Market Square as a location for the collection 
which was also donated to the Foundation. 

Work followed on the home to renovate the first 
floor for use as a museum and library, the second 
floor for a residential rental apartment and the 
carriage house & garden for program and event 
space. This work has continued through 
November 2002.  
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The Manheim Women’s Club is sponsoring 
another Christmas Tour of Homes in the 
Manheim area on Sunday, December 8, 2002 
from 2:00 pm to 6:00 pm. Tickets are $10 pre-
tour and $12 the day of the event and are 
available from any Women’s Club member or at 
local businesses. All proceeds will benefit the 
Manheim community. For additional information, 
please contact Kelly Lauver at 665-4235 or Angie 
Hessen at 665-4386.  
 
This will be a wonderful opportunity for the 
Historic Manheim Preservation Foundation to 
spread the word about the work of this 
organization and the difference that can be made 
in preserving Manheim history. We hope you will 
be able to join many others for this seasonal 
event. �  
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The following committees have been formed to 
aide the Foundation in its activity: 
Garden Committee      Library Committee   
Gerry Earhart                   Jim Hosler 
Jim Hosler                       Steve Michael 
        Helen Warnke 
 
Newsletter Committee    Program Committee 
David Balmer        David Balmer 
Jennifer Rounds                Jennifer Rounds 
Daniel Snyder                   Daniel Snyder 
 

If you are interested in serving on any committee 
please call the museum at 717-665-5560.  
 
Board of Directors 
Barbara Longenecker  Women’s Club 
Fred Longenecker  Rotary Club 
Victor Wissler  Trinity E. C. Church 
Raymond E. Becker  and Jim Hosler 
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Since the first opening of the museum to the 
public on December 2001, the Foundation has 
received a hearty welcome from the community 
and has continued to gather new members from 
Manheim, the surrounding communities, and 
even from as far off as Bel Air, MD. 

The completed museum and grounds include a 
versatile carriage house, a garden with patio, 
gazebo, seating and attractive plantings offering 
a secluded retreat from the busy town streets. 
The museum offers handicapped accessibility to 
a library, several display rooms, and toilet 
facilities. All these facilities are available for 
local not-for-profit organizations to use as well 
as community events, weddings and other 
special occasions. We are most happy and 
fortunate to benefit from the vision of Elizabeth 
Keiffer and others who share her appreciation for 
Manheim’s heritage.���� �  




