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could be purchased separately for Goldenrod and 
similar cottage dwellers.) 
 

Customers could choose a house to suit their indi-
vidual tastes and budgets. Sears was not an inno-
vative home designer. Sears was instead a very 
able follower of popular home designs but with the 
added advantage of modifying houses and hard-
ware according to buyer tastes. Individuals could 
even design their own homes and submit the blue-
prints to Sears, which would then ship off the ap-
propriate precut and fitted materials, putting the 
home owner in full creative control.  
 

Modern Home customers had the freedom to build 
their own dream houses, and Sears helped realize 
these dreams through quality custom design and 
favorable financing.  These pre-cut or “packaged” 
homes became the precursor to the modular and 
manufactured home industry of today.  If you 
know of other packaged homes in the Manheim 
community, contact the Foundation with more in-
formation.                   
 

Special Thanks to Members! 
 

The Foundation wants to thank all those members 
who have already renewed their membership for 
2010.  We leave this reminder for those who have 
not yet renewed: 
 
If a check mark appears here_____, your 2010 
membership payment of $20.00 is due.  We 
hope that you will continue to support the 
Foundation.   

               Thank you! 
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A Sears and Roebuck & Company 
Home—The Vallonia  $1,465 to $2,479 
 

WITH FIVE OR EIGHT ROOMS AND A BATH 
 

The house pictured above, and located along East 
Stiegel Street in Manheim, PA, was built between 
the years 1927 and 1932 by Harry Gantz.  It is one 
of the houses sold by Sears and Roebuck & Co.  Mr. 
Gantz’s granddaughter, Jacqueline Garrett, men-
tioned the Sears fact to us when she provided the 
information for the article A Vanished Manheim 
Craft.  See the Jan. 2009 issue of Our Heritage.   
 
What is a Sears Home? 
 

From 1908–1940, Sears, Roebuck and Co. sold 
about 70,000 - 75,000 homes through their mail-
order Modern Homes program. Over that time, Sears 
designed 447 different housing styles, from the 
elaborate multistory Ivanhoe, with its elegant French 
doors and art glass windows, to the simpler Golden-
rod, which served as a quaint, three-room and no-
bath cottage for summer vacationers. (An outhouse 
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Coming Programs for 2010 
 

Sunday, April 25th  3:00 PM 
Gettysburg Campaign to the Susquehanna River   
By Stephen Runkle 
 

Note the starting time for this first  program in 2010  
which begins at 3:00 pm.  Stephen Runkle, Volun-
teer for the Speaker’s Bureau, Susquehanna River 
Basin Commission, will cover the June 1863 Con-
federate Campaign (Invasion) into Pennsylvania 
prior to the Battle of Gettysburg.  This campaign 
stalled at the Susquehanna River with the Confeder-
ates attempting to cross the River to take Harrisburg, 
sever the Pennsylvania Railroad and Canal, and 
threaten Philadelphia.  Presentation pictures depict 
Harrisburg at the time of the invasion and analyze 
the bridges crossing the lower Susquehanna in 1863.  
The efforts of the Union militia to stop the advance 
of the Confederates are outlined.  Local landmarks 
significant to the campaign are discussed.  (Note: A 
Susquehanna River Basin Commission Civil War 
Trivia Quiz with Answer Key is available as a hand-
out with this presentation.  Also, an audio recording 
of Civil War music is played as an introduction to 
this presentation.) 
 

Sunday, May 30th  2:00 pm  Show and Tell 
 

Please bring a few items to this program and share 
with others any known information related to the 
items.  This type of program is always informative 
and a lot of fun.  The foundation will also exhibit a 
few of its most recent acquisitions. 
 
Sunday, June 27th  2:00 pm 
Antique Glass Paperweights 
 

The guest speaker for this program will be James 
Lefever.  Mr. Lefever will exhibit some fine early 
glass paper weights and describe many details con-
cerning their creation.  
 

Important:  If anyone can suggest guest speakers 
for interesting future programs, please contact 
HMPF.  Also, if any of our readers can provide arti-
cles based on Manheim’s early history, to be consid-
ered for publication, please send the articles to the 
museum.   We still need someone to take charge of our 
programs.  If you are interested, call the museum. 

In Memory of Raymond Becker 
Our organization lost a good 
friend, a director and a sup-
porter with the recent passing 
of Ray.  It was a shock to all 
of us, since Ray had not ex-
pressed any serious health 
problems.  Ray was associ-
ated with the Foundation 
from the day it was estab-
lished and his support of our 
efforts and interest in Man-
heim’s early heritage will be 
sorely missed.     JH   
  

The following appeared in the February 10th  issue 
of the Lancaster New Era: 
 

  Raymond E. “Ray” Becker, 77, of 49 Sego Sago 
Rd, Manheim, went home to be with his Lord on Sat-
urday, February 6, 2010.  Born in Lititz, PA, he was 
the son of the late Raymond D. and Lydia Harten-
stine Becker.  He was a veteran of the U. S. Army  
Service during the Korean Conflict. Raymond 
worked for the Bond Foundry & the Fenner Co. in 
Manheim.  He enjoyed his summer home in Mount 
Gretna and antique cars.  Two of his favorite were 
his first car, now restored, a '37 Ford & his '66 
Buick Electra convertible.  He was also the owner of 
the Ferrari 250GT California Spyder raced during 
the 1950’s.   
   He was a 1950 graduated of Manheim High 
School, now Manheim Central High School.  Ray-
mond was a lifelong faithful member of Salem 
United Methodist Church.  
    Surviving is a sister, Betty Jane (Becker) Spahr, 
wife of Elmer V. Spahr, Jr., & a nephew,  Vincent 
Eugene Spahr.  
                                          �  

Library Acquisitions   
   The six volume set of  Appletons’ Cyclopaedia of 
American Biography, issued 1888-89.  The acquisition of 
this set was very important to Ray Becker.  It was pur-
chased with donations from HMPF member Steve Mi-
chael and donations received in memory of Ray. 
   Lancaster County Postcards: Windows To Our Past, 
Volumes I & II �  a gift from Nancy and Arianna        
Zimmerman. 
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Correction: On the Lake At Penryn Park, in Vol. 
7, #4 of our newsletter. Luella Gish worked at Al-
pert’s Department Story and not Rettew’s Depart-
ment Store.                  Sorry!     Jim Hosler 
 

National Recognition 
Three articles written for Our Heritage have also 
appeared in The Gristmill.  The Gristmill is pub-
lished by the Mid-West Tool Collectors Association.  
The articles are: Jacob F. Bauder’s Stepped Floor 
Board Gauge, ca 1840, which will appear in Our 
Heritage later this year; Dengelschtock, an early 
Lancaster County wrought iron tool (scythe anvil) 
and Henry Young, Farmer and Craftsman.  
 

Hopefully, these articles appearing in a national pub-
lication will yield information leading to early Man-
heim items that HMPF can acquire.   
                                        �  

Early Patent Medicine in America 
 

It was a popular belief in the first half of the 19th 
century that the American Indian possessed knowl-
edge of roots and herbs that when mixed and taken 
as a medicine would cure most ailments.  Always 
looking for a new way to sell their products, the 
early patent and proprietary medicine men took ad-
vantage of this thinking by creating so-called Indian 
medicines. This medicine was no different from the 
fake panaceas and elixirs being produced, except it 
was simply sold in bottles with the word Indian, or 
the name of a tribe or a prominent tribe member em-
bossed on the glass. The bottle pictured here is a 
choice example of the Indian cure-all medicine.   
   

                                          
" DR. GEO. PIERCE’S - INDIAN / 
RESTORATIVE / BITTERS- 
LOWELL MASS", 
American, ca. 1840 - 1860, bluish 
aqua, 8"h, open pontil, applied 
sloping collar mouth. A bright, 
clean, pristine example and having 
overall glass whittle.  
                                            
 

A. & C. Miller, Hatters (1846) 
11 South Prussian Street  
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
We recently had the good fortune to acquire the bea-
ver hat pictured above.  In the August 4, 1846 issue 
of The Sun, the Manheim newspaper, the following 
ad appeared:                                 
 

Establishment at the old stand, South Prussian 
Street, one door above Sheaffer’s Store, Manheim, 
Pa.  The undersigned have just received and are 
now opening a general assortment of Philadelphia 
made fashionable HATS and CAPS, of every de-
scription, of the latest style, at prices 25% cheaper 
than can be bought elsewhere.  Hats of every de-
scription, made to order at the shortest notice.  Furs 
taken in exchange for hats. 
                  June 2, 1846 A. & C. Miller. 
 

The Millers made beaver hats at 11 South Prussian 
Street.  When this property was renovated years ago, 
the imprints of wooden tanks and vats were discov-
ered when the earth fill was removed from the base-
ment.  This was evidence that they tanned the beaver 
hide on the property.         
 
  
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
            
          Inside Label  
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     Army Hospital, Storehouse Was 
Established In Manheim During the  
Revolutionary War 
 

Manheim, without the presence of its founder and  
the industrial activity his glassworks provided, was a 
depressed and dull little village; and so it remained 
until 1777 when it became the refuge of several 
prominent colonial patriots.  At about the same time 
a military hospital as well as a storehouse for the 
Medical Department of the Continental Army were 
established here.  In April 1777, Robert Morris of 
Philadelphia, a signer of the Declaration of Inde-
pendence and sometimes called the financier of the 
Revolution, purchased from William Bausman, two 
lots on the southeast corner East High and Prussian 
Streets and two lots on the northeast corner of East 
High and Prussian Streets.  On the latter corner 
stood the empty house, formerly tenanted by the 
founder of the town.  Sometime in September of 
1777, before the Continental Congress quit Philadel-
phia to reconvene in York and before the British oc-
cupied the city, Morris and his family came to Man-
heim to live in the former Stiegel home and there to 
remain until Philadelphia was again evacuated by 
the British. To Morris at Manheim came many colo-
nial leaders, among them John Hancock and General 
Horatio Gates to confer concerning the progress of 
the Revolution.  Also, on one occasion a certain 
John Brown, and old friend of Morris came to Man-
heim as an emissary from General Lord Howe, Brit-
ish Commander at Philadelphia, “to accommodate 
the differences and prevent the effusion of blood” 
between Britain and the colonies.  Congress at York 
learned of Brown’s presence in Manheim, suspi-
cioned his motives and ordered him placed in the 
Lancaster jail.  Later at the suggestion of Morris, 
Brown was paroled and permitted to live in Man-
heim. 
 

BACHE FAMILY 
 

Another Philadelphia family which found Manheim 
a comfortable place in which to live during 1777-
1778 was the Richard Bache family, who occupied 
the comfortable brick house which formerly stood 
on the northwest corner of the Square and Prussian  
 
 
 
 

Street and which was razed to provide a site for the 
Manheim National Bank. 
 

Richard Bache was the son-in-law of Benjamin 
Franklin, having married Franklin’s only daughter, 
Sarah.  Moreover, he had succeeded Franklin as co-
lonial postmaster-general. 
 

Congress reconvened in Philadelphia on July 2, 
1778 and Morris returned to the city at that time, al-
though from extant letters it is evident that Mrs. 
Morris and the Morris children – there were seven – 
remained at Manheim beyond this time.  The Bache 
family also went back to their beloved city in Sep-
tember.  Robert Morris retained possession of his 
Manheim properties until 1781 when he sold them to 
James Jenkins. 
 

HOSPITAL STOREHOUSE 
 

From letters of Robert Morris and of colonial physi-
cians, the facts concerning a military hospital and 
storehouse in Manheim have come to light only in 
recent years.  The hospital was located in the build-
ing of the Reformed Church on North Prussian 
Street; the location of the storehouse has never been 
learned.  The man who was in charge of the store-
house at Manheim was Dr. John B. Cutting, Apothe-
cary of the Middle Department.  He lived in Man-
heim at the time, as did also Dr. William Shippen 
Jr., who was Physician General of the Colonial 
Army.  There were other famous physicians associ-
ated with the Manheim Military Hospital during the 
time of its existence.  Among the physicians who 
ministered to the wounded at Manheim was the Dr. 
Craik, who was associated with George Washington 
from the time of his first military engagement in 
Western Pennsylvania to the day of his death, having 
been his personal physician during his entire public 
career.  Other medical men who figured in the life of 
the Manheim hospital were Dr. Thomas Bond and 
the Apothecary General, Andrew Craigic.  The latter 
in May 1778 asked permission to get the old Stiegel 
Glassworks ’agoing’ as the medical department was 
destitute of bottles.  Sometime in the summer of 
1778 the Manheim Hospital was discontinued.   
 

Taken from two articles written for the Manheim 
Sentinel by George Heiges.                  


