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several music boxes, a high poster bed and many 
wonderful early antique items. It was at this auc-
tion that Miles Keiffer purchased the door from the 
original Stiegel Office.  Many years later, Charles 
Heffner offered to sell the bell to Miles, but they 
could not agree on a price.  Mr. Heffner continued 
to own the bell until in the late 1960’s when it was 
sold to a Berks County collector.  Several years 
ago the bell changed ownership again and it is now 
back in Lancaster County.  �  
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  The 1772 Lutheran Church Bell                     
 and the 1993 Heir to the Red Rose  

   In 1993 Catherine Black received the Red Rose 
payment, and in 2002 she visited the garden at the 
Foundation to see the bell  from the first church. 
      Pictured is the bell that hung in the First      
Lutheran Church in Manheim in 1772. The bell 
was owned by George H. Danner but was not part 
of the collection that was sold to Milton Hershey.     
In 1944 Mr. Gilbert of Lebanon conducted an auc-
tion of the many things still owned by the Danner 
estate and it was at this auction that Charles Heff-
ner of Reading purchased the bell. 
The person providing this information attended the 
auction with his father and he saw tall case clocks,  

Join HMPF for a Special Tour of 
the Hershey Museum! 
 

Our first program of the 2006 season will be a 
custom tour of the Hershey Museum located in 
Hershey, PA.  We will leave from the Foundation 
Museum promptly at 2:00 pm by car pool.  The 
tour will include selected items from the Danner 
Collection, not normally on display at the Her-
shey Museum.  Did you know that the Danner 
Collection includes some items directly related to 
Henry William Stiegel, such as the harpsichord, 
wall murals and fireplace tiles from the Stiegel 
Mansion on Market Square? 
 
This will be a unique opportunity to view treas-
ures from Manheim’s past as well as items related 
to the history of Milton Hershey and the famous 
Hershey Chocolate Company.  The cost of the 
tour will be $7.00 per person payable the day of 
the tour.  We look forward to seeing you and your 
friends join us for this first program of the season! 
 
Dan Snyder, Program Committee Chair 
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Projects Planned for 2006 
 

     The following information is provided to give 
our members a glimpse of what will be forth-
coming from the Foundation during 2006.  Work 
has already begun on publishing Janet Atkinson 
Strauss’ research and compilation on The Fami-
lies of Henry William Stiegel and his brother An-
thony Stiegel. When this limited number booklet 
is published, it will be given free to all of our 
members who have paid their 2006 membership.  
The Foundation now has a website up and run-
ning which is located at www.manheim1762.org.  
The website is a work-in-progress so bear with 
us as we continue to make improvements and 
additions to the site. We will also have a change 
in our email address within the next few months.  
With the change, our new email address will be 
hmpf@manheim1762.org. 
 
     We will also be obtaining a wealth of infor-
mation from two major libraries and this infor-
mation will aid the Foundation in developing our 
own library and in publishing our newsletter.  
For our exhibit rooms, several early Manheim 
items will be placed on loan for periods of time 
throughout the year. 
 
     We have been in negotiations with the Her-
shey Museum for a number of months on the 
purchase of the 1769 map of Manheim that origi-
nally belonged to Henry William Stiegel and was 
once a part of the Danner Collection.  The pur-
chase would include two indentures signed by 
Stiegel.    We are most pleased to have this op-
portunity to secure such rare documents that are 
so important to our local history.  If you would 
like to contribute to the cost of this purchase, 
please designate your gift for “the map”.   These 
are just some of the exciting projects that will 
bring added benefits to the work of the Founda-
tion and to the members in 2006.  We thank you 
for your support of these projects through funds 
and volunteered time!  �  

Stoves and Kettles 

 
 

     The 1793 receipt pictured above is for stoves 
and kettles that were cast at Elizabeth Furnace 
when the furnace was owned by Robert Cole-
man.  The stoves and kettles were sold to Paul 
Zantzinger, a Lancaster merchant whose busi-
ness was located on Queen Street. 
 

     During the Revolutionary War, Paul Zantz-
inger did a large business in the manufacture of 
clothing for soldiers.  In his workshop, he must 
have employed quite a number of tailors, for in 
1777 he furnished Anthony Wayne’s men with 
six hundred and fifty suits of uniforms.  In April 
1778, he reported that since November preced-
ing, he had furnished five hundred and fifty 
coats, two hundred waistcoats, three hundred and 
eighty pairs of breeches, three hundred and 
eighty pairs of stockings, about one hundred 
pairs of shoes and several hundred hats. Ritten-
house Stoves referred to in the receipt were 
really Franklin Stoves, invented by Benjamin 
Franklin and redesigned by David Rittenhouse. 
 

     Benjamin Franklin, being the genius that he 
was, made a lulu with his stove invention.  He 
designed the stove so that the smoke came out 
the bottom.  His idea was that the stove would 
produce more heat, but in fact the fire went out if 
you looked the other way for ten seconds.  The 
basic idea was a good one to build a freestanding 
cast iron fireplace that could be situated away 
from the wall, thus radiating more heat around 
the room.   Continued on page 3 
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Giving to Your Community 
 

     The Directors of the Foundation hope that the 
year 2006 will see the funding required to complete 
the work on the interior of the outdoor handicap ac-
cessible restroom, the macadamizing of a Logan 
Street handicap accessible parking area and all of the 
additions and improvements related to Elizabeth’s 
Garden.  Elizabeth was thrilled with how the garden 
area was developing and with what would eventually 
be placed in the garden.  Though she did not live to 
see the construction of the outdoor rest room started 
or the Carriage House meeting room with its fire-
place finished, she was pleased to know that all of 
this and more would one day be accomplished.  The 
Foundation received a cash gift from one of Eliza-
beth’s former classmates, which paid a major por-
tion of the cost to construct the outdoor restroom, 
and in 2005 another kind and very helpful gift was 
received from a Manheim area couple which pro-
vided the funds for our illuminated, brick bulletin 
board visible on Market Square.  These gifts and the 
financial support received from The Lancaster 
County Community Foundation and the Ressler Mill 
Foundation have been a blessing to our organization.  
In 2006, we are planning some fund raising projects, 
and if these efforts are successful, most of our prop-
erty improvement goals will be accomplished.  Ac-
complishing our 2006 goals will allow the Founda-
tion to concentrate on some thrilling museum and 
archives acquisitions and the completion of our web-
site. We hope you will be inspired by the examples 
of Elizabeth Keiffer and her friends in the support of 
this community-centered organization devoted to the 
preservation of our history.  Please consider pro-
viding a gift to the Foundation in 2006 or volun-
teer to help with fund raising efforts in 2006!         
�  
 

2006 Membership Dues 
 

If a check mark appears here_____, your 2006 
membership payment of $20.00 is due.  We look 
forward to your continued to support of the His-
toric Manheim Preservation Foundation.   

                                             Thank you! 

Stoves & Kettles cont. 
 

     But Franklin did not really grasp that heat rises 
and that the smoke would have to be removed 
through a pipe at the top of the stove with access to 
the outside.  Eventually the stove was redesigned by 
David R. Rittenhouse and was in wide use by the 
1790s.  Quite reasonably, he called it a Rittenhouse 
stove.  But legend has its prerogatives, the device is 
known to this day as the Franklin stove! 
 

 
           

Above is a 1793 receipt for two large 10 plate stoves 
cast at Elizabeth Furnace and sold to Paul Zantz-
inger.  Each stove cost 4 British pounds.  At this 
time, 4 British pounds were equal to approximately 
$19.00.  �  

 
Coming Programs  
 

Sunday, April 30th  2 pm  Hershey Museum Tour 
 
Sunday, May 28th  2 pm History of Boy Scouting 
        Mr. James Funk 
 
Sunday, June 11th  2 pm Musing on the French &  
       Indian War 
       Harry Kels Swann 
 

We continue to seek individuals willing to partici-
pate in the Program Committee.  Volunteers are 
needed to arrange, organize and oversee an individ-
ual program or parts of the arrangements like set-up, 
clean up, etc.  If you are willing to help in this way, 
contact Dan Snyder at 664-2280. 

�  
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The Reading &   
Columbia         
Railroad Line 
 
Pictured is a speci-
men of the stock cer-
tificate issued by the 
company that  estab-
lished the railway line 
through Manheim. 
The contract to build 
the main line was 
awarded February 25, 
1861 and construction 
started at Columbia, 
but ground breaking 
took place near Sink-

ing Springs on March 28, 1861.  The first rails were laid May 19, 1862 near Mill Street in Columbia.  The 
first regular train service over the Reading &  Columbia commenced on Monday, January 5, 1863 with two 
trains in each direction between Columbia and Manheim.  �  


