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      The Hogendobler Goose Egg 
 

     The scratch decorated goose egg pictured above 
was made in 1858 by Henry Hogendobler for his son 
O. H. Hogendobler.  Mr. Hogendobler was a tailor in 
Manheim and he advertised in The Manheim Whig 
Sentinel in 1855 as being in business on Market 
Street.  He was married to Harriet Ensminger and, 
therefore, was related to Miles Keiffer. Oscar H.  
Hogendobler was born on April 19, 1847 and died  
Sept. 5, 1860. He was 13 year old when he died and  
11 years old when the egg was decorated.  The 
owner of the egg also has early pictures of Henry 
and Harriet Hogendobler and their son O. H.    
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Join Us for the Annual  
Membership Meeting! 

   
Sunday, April 24th – 2pm 

            
        Dr. Patricia Gibble, project director for the 
Scheaffer Farmhouse Archeology Project, will 
share with us the exciting progress on an archeol-
ogy dig that began in the summer of 2004 at the 
1730’s Schaeffer Farmhouse outside of Scheaf-
ferstown, PA.  The archeology dig, which includes 
the area of a rare two-pot still, has uncovered fur-
ther insights into the unique history of the Scheaf-
fer Farmhouse and its generations of occupants, 
both human and animal!  Dr. Gibble will have on 
display in the Carriage House some of the findings 
of the dig and will explain how a professional dig 
is accomplished using the latest technologies as 
well as age-old skills. 
 
Our Annual Meeting will be your first opportunity 
to learn more about the coming programs we are 
planning for 2005 which should include interesting 
speakers and local tours to some little known, but 
quite interesting and historical places.  These will 
be excursions you won’t want to miss! 
 
In preparation for the 2005 program year, we are 
looking for friends that will volunteer to provide 
light refreshments for one or more of our pro-
grams, held the last Sunday of each month through 
September or October.  Won’t you call the Foun-
dation office today at 665-5560 to volunteer your 
help?  
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Emanuel Deyer, Manheim Carpenter 
and Cabinetmaker 
Compiled by Janet Atkinson Strauss 
 
         Emanuel Deyer was born August 25, 1760, his 
birthplace is unknown to me at this time.  By 1790 
he was living in Manheim Town when the first cen-
sus of the United States was taken.  His household 
consisted of 3 white males over the age of 16 years; 
3 white males under 16 years and 1 white female. 
        When the first Manheim Fire Company was 
organized in 1812, Emanuel Deyer is listed as one 
of the directors, along with Michael Kauffman, 
John Roth, John Snyder, Henry Miller, Martin Rud-
isill and William Wagner. 
        From Ellis and Evans History of Lancaster 
County, Emanuel Deyer of Manheim is listed as a 
carpenter and cabinetmaker in 1817.  John Rice and 
John Wagner were also carpenters and cabinetmak-
ers in Manheim at that time. 
        A prime example of Emanuel Deyer’s beauti-
ful work can be seen today at Old Zion German Re-
formed Church located along Reifsnyder Road near 
Brickerville in Elizabeth Township, Lancaster Co., 
Pa.  This church, also known as Reyer’s Church, 
was founded in 1747 when land was purchased 
from Sabestian Reyer.  The first church, built of 
logs was destroyed by fire.  In 1813 a new brick 
church was built.  The bricks were furnished by 
Jacob Hollinger, a church member and the carpen-
ter work was done by Emanuel Deyer of Manheim. 
        Old Zion has gone through very little change 
over the years and it is acclaimed to be one of the 
best preserved meeting house type churches from 
the Federalist period remaining in Lancaster 
County.  Some of its outstanding features are the 
beautiful wineglass pulpit, the vaulted ceiling, the 
wooden benches, the beautiful fan light windows 
above the doors and many other trim details. 
        The membership of Old Zion had dwindled to 
only a few families by the late 1940’s and the 
church was closed and forgotten.  It stood empty 
and uncared for until 1958 when a group of people 
formed a board of directors to bring the old church 
back to life.  They initiated restoration and repair of 
the building and fixing up the church grounds and 
cemetery. 
       Although there still is no active congregation,  

Emanuel Dyer continued 
the board of directors hold three services during the 

 year.  They are the Strawberry Festival in June, the 
Anniversary Service in September and the Christmas 
Carol Sing in December.  The church is also avail-
able for weddings, Baptisms, Funerals and tours can 
also be arranged. 
       There was another house in Brickerville that 
was believed to be built by Emanuel Deyer.  It was 
built in 1813 and it had features similar to Old Zion.  
This house had been located on the North East cor-
ner of Routes 501 and 322.  It was demolished in 
1988 and was replaced by a gas station and conven-
ience store. 
       On the 7th day of January 1836, Emanuel Deyer 
wrote his will.  He requests that his house and two 
adjoining lots be sold and proceeds divided in seven 
equal shares. 
       Emanuel Deyer and his wife Sophia had 5 sons, 
Emanuel, George, Samuel, John and William, 2 
daughters, Catherine, wife of Daniel Mauer; and 
Elizabeth, wife of David Meffort. 
       Emanuel Deyer died July 13, 1836 in Manheim.  
He, along with his wife and daughter Elizabeth are 
buried in the St. Paul’s Reformed Church yard in 
Manheim. 
       In 1941 the grave stone inscriptions from this 
cemetery were copied by William Frederick Worner 
and translated from the German by Rev. John F. 
Knittle of the Manheim Lutheran Church. 
       In 1948 all the gravestones were removed and 
stored in the basement of the church.  The cemetery 
was covered with macadam to make a parking lot for 
the automobiles of members. 
       A memorial monument was erected close by the 
church on the parking area.  It contains the names of 
families who were buried in the cemetery. 
 
 

1839  
miniature chest 
by John Deyer, 

Emanuel 
Deyer’s son, 

from the  
Foundation  
collection 

 
Continued 

on following 
page 
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                       The Baron’s Rose 
            A rose bud blossomed in the dew 
                In a garden fair it grew. 
            Nurtured by the rain and sun 
                A precious life it had begun! 
            Amid green leaves and thorns en- 
                       twined 
                A higher place it tried to find. 
             Far above the ground it rose 
                 Its soft, red petals firmly closed. 
             Graceful was its stem, and tall- 
                 It sought the sunshine above all; 
              It longed to reach out in the world, 
                  “Ere its petals were unfurled! 
               “Twas then the Baron spied the bud, 
                   It breathed a message of the  
                          “Blood” 
               His heart was touched; he felt the  
                           flame! 
                    How beautiful, O Lord, Thy 
                           name! 
               A symbol of The love and grace, 
                    Let this “Red Rose” speak in my 
                           place. 
               Ah, let it bloom so all can see 
                     The beauty of the life to be. 
               A gift of God from Mother earth 
                      A witness of the soul’s rebirth! 
               Oh, let it speak of things Divine 
                      In this cruel world of sin and 
                            crime! 
               He plucked the bud. Its petals spread. 
                      “Now let me bloom for Him,” it 
                             said. 
               Each season as the years roll by 
                      The “Red Rose” blooms to testify. 
               Of things immortal, sacred, true 
                       Beyond our realm, to visions new. 
               In memory of the Baron we pay 
                      Our debt of “One Red Rose “ 
                            today!       
                                             M.R.K.     
 

Dedicated to the memory of Henry William Stiegel, who 
stipulated in the deed for the ground upon which the 

Zion Lutheran Church is built, that “ One Red Rose” 
be paid as rental in the month of June, if lawfully        

demanded. 

Emanuel Deyer continued 
 
Sources of Information: 
 
   Old Home Week Book (1912), page 2 
   Ellis and Evans History of Lancaster Co. (1883), 
 page 610 
   Journal of Lancaster Co. Historical Society 
 (1973),Vol.77, No.2  
   200th Anniversary of St. Paul’s UCC by George 
 Heiges (1969), pages 30-32 
   Lititz Record Express-Nov. 10, 1988 
 
   Historical items published in Old Zion’s Trum-
pet (The Old Zion Newsletter) 
   Saint Paul’s Reformed Church Yard, North Main 
 St., Manheim 
   Will of Emanuel Deyer, 1836, Book R ,Vol. I, 
 page 247    
 
   Emanuel Deyer 
 Born August 25, l760 
 Died July 13, 1836 
 age 75 years, 10 months, 18 days 
 
   Sophia Deyer 
 Born May 8, 1762 
 Died August 25, 1831 
 age 69 years, 3 months, 17 days 
 
   Elizabeth Deyer Meffort 
 Born April 26, 1797 
 Died November 17, 1820 
 

�  
 

Garden Addition Coming in June 
 
     The following column includes a poem that will 
appear on a bronze plaque to be placed in Eliza-
beth’s Garden  before the Rose Festival on June 
12.  This addition to the garden, along with the 
many new plantings scheduled to be added to the  
garden in 2005, will make Elizabeth’s Garden an 
ever more enchanting place for outdoor functions 
and events.   Contact the Foundation if you are in-
terested in reserving Elizabeth’s Garden for your 
special function. 
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In God We Trust 
From Numismatic Publications 
 

     On November 20, 1861, Secretary 
Salmon P. Chase wrote to James Pol-
lock, director of the Mint, “No nation 
can be strong except in the strength of 
God, or safe except in His defense. 
The trust of our people in God should 
be declared on our national coins. You 
will cause a device to be prepared 
without unnecessary delay with a 
motto expressing in the fewest and tersest words possible this national recognition.” 
 

     In December 1863, the Mint director submitted to the Secretary of the Treasury for approval designs for 
new 1-, 2- and 3-cent pieces, on which it was proposed that one of the following mottoes should appear: 
“Our country; our God” or “God, our Trust.” 
 

     On December 9, Secretary Chase replied, “I approve your mottoes, only suggesting that on that with the 
Washington obverse [pattern 2 cents] the motto should begin with the word ‘Our’ so as to read ‘Our God and 
our country’. And on that with the shield [2 cents], it should be changed so as to read; “In God we trust.” 
 

     The Act of April 22, 1864, created the 2-cent piece, and thus, the first United States of America coin to 
bear the motto “ IN GOD WE TRUST”. 
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