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Jacob F. Bauder Wooden Planes    
By Jim Hosler 

     The wooden planes pictured at right were made in 
Manheim by Jacob F. Bauder, ca 1840.  The Foundation 
recently had the good fortune to be able to acquire these 
two planes and  four more signed by Jacob F. Bauder.  
The museum also acquired a wooden plane once owned 
and used by Samuel Ruhl who was a cabinetmaker and 
undertaker in Manheim.  The plane on the left is a coffin 
shaped plane used for smoothing a surface and the plane 
on the right was used to form a molded edge.  The Jacob 
F. Bauder imprint appears on one end  of  both planes. 
 

     Jacob F. Bauder lived and worked on  South Charlotte 
Street and was the next door neighbor to craftsman and 
wood turner Daniel Danner.  Daniel was the father of  
merchant, antique collector and museum owner George 
H. Danner. The Daniel Danner home is still standing at 
73 South Charlotte Street but the Jacob F. Bauder home 
which occupied the lot next to the Danner property on the 
north side no longer exists.  On October 10, 1846 Jacob 
F. Bauder  signed the conditions for the sale of his prop-
erty on Inlot  No.158 at auction.  The following are ex-
cerpts from the sale document:  “The conditions are for 
the sale of Inlot  No.158 in the Borough of Manheim 
fronting on Charlotte Street and adjoining lots of Susan 
Brown, Widow Annett, Daniel Danner & Charlotte Street 
aforesaid.”  “Mr. Bauder in conditions for the sale re-
serves for himself  from sale all such young apple, pear 
and peach trees, which he may choose to take with him 
on leaving the premises.”  The conditions for sale also 
state that “Buyer shall receive the water right to the well 
on Lot No. 159.” 
 

     At this time, it is not known where Jacob F. Bauder 
relocated  to when he sold  the Manheim property or 
whether he continued to practice the crafting of wooden 
planes at another location.  It can be said that the planes  

Items Recently Placed On-Loan 
 
· Through the interest and support of the Germania 

Band Club of Manheim, we have been provided 
the 1870 record book for the Liberty Cornet 
Band of Manheim as well as early record books 
of the Germania Band Club. Future issues of 
“Our Heritage” will contain very interesting arti-
cles on both of these organizations. 

 
· Mr. & Mrs. Robert Graybill have provided an 

Ephraim Downs pillar & scroll clock and a 
Magic Lantern with slides.  These items were 
handed down through the family of Rev. Knittle 
who was a Lutheran minister in Manheim. 
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 and other wood working tools that he produced for 
carpenters and cabinetmakers are of the highest qual-
ity and are quite scarce.  It is hoped that further study 
and research will produce more information on  Mr. 
Bauder and his craft in this small town of Manheim 
in the 1840’s.   
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 Chewing Tobacco at 25 cents a package, Cokes at 
6 cents, returnable soda bottles and refunds given, 
Pretzels out of a 5 gallon can ( 2 for 5 cents).  In 
addition, a bumper pool table game cost 10 cents 
and a pin ball machine game at 5 cents. 
 

     Other uses of the business included Christmas 
trees being sold on the property & a drop off for 
Brubaker Dry Cleaning.   Paul Hoffman, the Bor-
ough tax collector, used part of the building as an 
office.  A Kaiser-Frazer car dealership was once in 
the rear of the building. 
 

     Other fond memories I have of the Gibble-Beck 
Amoco Gas Station is the time as a kid I took some 
chewing tobacco and got sick.  I also remember the 
time I was learning to pump gas and accidentally 
sprayed Mrs. Beck with gas.  Overall, I have many 
fond memories of the crazy and wonderful times 
and the many wonderful friends and acquaintances 
I made over the years. 
 

     Today, of course, one would not be permitted to 
place gas pumps on the sidewalk, stop for gas on 
the street and nowhere can one find the old time 
prices! 

Pictured above is a photograph taken in 1958 of the 
snow-bound Gibble-Beck gas station. 
 

Did You Know? 
The Foundation recently received a grant from the 
Lancaster County Foundation for the purchase of 
the two lighted table-type cherry exhibit cases be-
ing constructed by the Ron Ressler Cabinet Shop.  
We thank the Lancaster County Foundation for this 
most helpful support! 

THE GIBBLE - BECK AMOCO 
GAS STATION AND MY RECOL-
LECTIONS by Paul Theal 
 

     Willis (Will) Gibble was the first person  to oper-
ate a gas station in Manheim at 123 West High 
Street  at the intersection of West High Street and 
Pitt Street. The old two story frame building was 
owned by Willis Gibble, and during the time that 
Mr. Gibble was in the gas station business (1949-
1956), Medwin Barto managed the business. The gas 
pumps were installed on the sidewalk along the 
West High Street curb area sometime 
between 1948 and 1949.  Around the year 1956, Mr. 
Gibble leased the property to Mr. Hostetter, who 
lived three houses down from the gas station on the 
same side of the street.  Living across from Mr. 
Hostetter  at 132 West High Street were my parents, 
David Baker Theal and Naomi Shreiner Hengst 
Theal, and their children.  Because I grew up across 
from the Gibble-Beck gas station, I can relate the 
information in this article. 
 

     In 1957, Mr. Gibble leased the property to Elmer 
Beck who resided  on North Charlotte Street.  Mr. 
Beck purchased the inventory of the gas station from 
Mr. Hostetter and operated the gas station from 1957 
to 1964. The building was vacated  in 1964 and torn   
down in 1968.  In 1970, Mahlon Young  built a  
laundromat on the  vacant lot. 
 

     The following are my fond memories and recol-
lections of the Gibble-Beck gas station: 
 

     In 1964, they sold gas for 24.9 cents a gallon.  
One cent out of every gallon sold went to Mr. Gib-
ble, their landlord.  The station was open from 9 am 
to 9 pm seven days a week.  The cars had to stop on 
the street to get gas from the curb side pumps.  The 
business was family owned and run by Elmer and 
son Larry.  Occasionally Larry’s wife Carol helped 
to run the business.  Elmer and Larry sold their  
business to Pearl, Elmer’s wife, and Larry’s mother.  
The business closed in 1964 and was owned by Pearl 
Beck at the time.   
 

     Another memory I have is the prices of certain 
items.  Popsicles cost 5 cents, Potato Chips at 10 
cents a bag, Dutch Master cigars at 5 cents, Redman 
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MANHEIM’S CEMETERIES 
By Jennifer Rounds 
 
     What better way to find both interesting and 
valuable sources of Manheim historical informa-
tion than to visit Manheim’s cemeteries.  The 
two oldest cemeteries were found at the Lutheran 
and Reformed churches, with dates from the 
1700’s.  In addition, up to 1869, the Evangelical 
and United Brethren churches also maintained 
cemeteries.  Of these four cemeteries, only the 
one at the Lutheran church remains, along with 
two rows of graves on West Gramby Street be-
tween Charlotte Street and Pitt Street from the 
Evangelical Church that was once on the corner.  
 

     Another cemetery was located behind the St. 
Paul’s United Church of Christ.  In 1949, the 
graveyard was paved over to make a church 
parking lot.  The names of the people buried 
there were placed on a marker near the church. 
 

     Yet another cemetery that has all but disap-
peared could be found between North Penn 
Street and North Fulton Street in the Chestnut 
Street-West Gramby Street block.  It was called 
the Reiff Cemetery, after the Reiff family, who 
lived in that section of Manheim. 
 

     One final cemetery that has disappeared could 
be found where the Zion Lutheran Church par-
sonage was built.  The cemetery was started in 
1840 and was the first cemetery for general com-
munity use.  The church purchased the cemetery 
and built the parsonage on the land. 
 

     What about the remaining cemeteries?  The 
two rows of stones that remain on West Gramby 
Street, mentioned above, have been abandoned 
and are cared for by the Manheim Borough.  In 
the past two years, some of the headstones have 
broken.  There are currently 27 stones still stand-
ing but the little cemetery is slowing disappear-
ing.  Some of the people buried there include:  
Rev. F. Danner (born Jan. 22, 1805, died Octo-
ber 3, 1855), Eve Mary (born September 1772, 
died March 1851) , John Krall (born July 20, 
1783, died December 3, 1860), Rebecca  

Donaven (born November 2, 1812, died July 12, 
1856), Mary Sharr (born January 29, 1786, died 
September 5, 1853), Cornelius Diffenderfer (died 
November 11, 1818, 20 years old), William 
Diffenderfer (died July 20, 1845, 24 years old), 
and John Diffenderfer (died March 7, 1815, 59 
years old). 
 

     The other remaining cemetery at Zion Lu-
theran Church has markers that date back to the 
beginnings of Manheim.  People who were instru-
mental in forming the Lutheran church are buried 
there.  
 

     In 1874, seven acres of land was purchased on 
the Park Hill and the Manheim Fairview Ceme-
tery was started.  The stones from the cemetery 
where Zion Lutheran Church’s parsonage was 
built were moved to the new Fairview Cemetery.  
In April 1874, Mrs. Elias B. Bomberger was the 
first person to be buried there.  Manheim Fair-
view Cemetery also hosted a Memorial Day pro-
gram in 1881 and 1933 and Easter Sunrise Ser-
vices.  In 1957, twelve more acres of land were 
added as well as an entrance on Sun Hill Road.  
The Men’s Bible Classes of the Manheim 
Churches erected the big steel cross on the hilltop 
in 1962. 
 

     Cemeteries are a great source of information 
on family history and history in general.  It is in-
teresting to walk around the cemeteries, reading 
the various headstones, gathering valuable infor-
mation.  With the weather warming up, take a 
walk and visit one of our town’s cemeteries. 
 

A Note to Members: 
 

         If an “X” appears in the box below, it indi-
cates that your membership renewal is due.  We 
look forward to receiving your renewal payment 
at your earliest convenience. 

 �  Your membership renewal is now due. 

Members Don’t Forget! 
We hope to see you Sunday, April 25th at 2:00 
pm for the Annual Membership Meeting.  Rose 
and Victor Hershey will provide our program. 
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THE MANHEIM VETERAN’S MEMORIAL  
AMBULANCE ASSOCIATION 
By Jennifer Rounds 
 
     Manheim is fortunate to have its own emergency medical response organization.  The Manheim Veter-
ans Memorial Ambulance Association is located on High Street in the old firehouse.  The Manheim Veter-
ans Memorial Ambulance Association currently has two emergency ambulances and one transport van.  The 
ambulances and van are staffed by both paid Emergency Medical Technicians and volunteer EMT’s and 
First Responders.  Over 3,500 family memberships help to fund this organization.  The ambulance is staffed 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  The goal of the Manheim Veterans Memorial Ambulance Association is to 
be a volunteer organization and to serve the people of our community. 
     The Manheim Veterans Memorial Ambulance Association had its beginning in December of 1948, when 
the members of the Manheim Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post 5956, purchased a 1948 Kaiser Traveler.  The 
Traveler was converted into an ambulance.  At first, the VFW provided the funding for operating this com-
munity service until family memberships came along.  In 1967, the organization had 1,400 family member-
ships.  In 1979, the VFW turned over the ambulance company to the Manheim Veterans Memorial Ambu-
lance Association and at the time, they had 55 volunteers. 
     As a community, we need to preserve this 55 year old organization by volunteering and supporting their 
services.  Training can take as little as 41 hours for a First Responder and as much as 130+ hours for an 
EMT.  The rewards of helping those in need are great and you will become a part of history. 
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