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This past Christmas Season was very special 
one for those of us who gave of our artistic 
abilities and design.  We started work on 
Christmas decorations at the Museum and 
Carriage House the Wednesday before the 
Annual Women’s Club “Holiday Walking 
Tour”.  Fresh greens and colorful fruit gave the 
Foundation a festive “Williamsburg” look to the 
inside and outside of the property.  Although, 
the day was very cold, each elf working on the 
project had warm hearts and wonderful ideas.     

 Although, the day was long and cold, it 
certainly paid off.  The Foundation was 
awarded “Best of Show”!  Those helping were 
Gerry Earhart, Nancy Zimmerman, Helen 
Warnke, Dave Balmer, Dan Snyder and Jim 
Hosler.  A large royal blue ribbon is hanging in 
the Ensminger Library to honor the success of 
this event. Thanks to some great volunteers! 
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This lovely private garden is available for 
weddings and special occasions. Call the 
Foundation at 665-5560 for more information. 
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The first General Membership Meeting for the 
Historic Manheim Preservation Foundation is 
scheduled for Sunday April 27, 2003.  The 
Foundation will open its doors at 1:30 p.m. 
At 2:00 pm, the now completed Carriage House 
will be the setting for Doctor Loy Awkerman, a 
familiar local historian, to speak on Henry William 
Stiegel, his life, his work, and his possible 
whereabouts today. 
 
You will also be able to learn more about the 
Foundation and see the newest acquisitions to the 
museum.  Fellow members will be sharing 
information about the full schedule of events 
planned for 2003 and some exciting opportunities 
the Foundation is hoping to undertake. 
 
The program is open to all members, your family, 
friends and anyone interested in the life and work 
of Henry Stiegel or the activities of the Historic 
Manheim Preservation Foundation.  Refreshments 
will be provided as will the opportunity to view and 
learn more about the new additions to the 
collection.  We hope to see you here! 
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The Foundation desires to establish a website 
which will expand the efforts of the Foundation and 
to provide greater access to others about 
Manheim’s history and our efforts.  We are seeking 
10 people to provide gifts of $50 each to underwrite 
this project.  Credit for your sponsorship will 
become a part of the website.  Please call 665-5560 
if you can help in this effort. 
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The Foundation would like to thank the following 
people for their very special contributions. 

The book, “Samuel P. Heintzelman and the 
Sonora Exploring and Mining Co.” from author 
Diane M.T. North 
 
Enameled Stiegel-type flip glass from  
Irene Achey 
 
Volumes 1, 2 & 3 of The Provincial Council of 
Pennsylvania from Jeffrey Driesbach 
 
Antique items for the Garden area from 
Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Brubaker 
 
A cash gift from Randal and Violet Geib 
 
Refreshments for the December 8th Christmas 
Tour from Judy Webb & Derry McFarland 
 
Freshly baked and very delicious chocolate 
chip cookies from Mr. & Mrs. Jeffrey Dreisbach 
 
A glass punch bowl set from Helen Warnke 
 
Several helpful small items from Gerry Earhart 
 
Several out-of-print Manheim related 
publications for resale from Alta Cowart 
 
A Harry Berntheizel signed crayon picture dated 
1913, from Helen Warnke 
 
Three red mahogany park benches from Alta 
Cowart, Ruth Shelly, Steve Michael and Mrs. 
Benjamin Hershey 
 
Two books “We Called Him Papa” by Amos H. 
Cassel and “The Burning of Chambersburg”, 
1865, from Helen Warnke 
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We regretfully acknowledge the passing of 
Foundation Board member, Victor Wissler on 
January 3, 2003. 
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From time to time the Foundation learns of 
unique opportunities to acquire a part of 
Manheim’s history.  

 

Samuel Stauffer was a clock maker from 1792 to 
1807 who also worked with the Manheim 
clockmaker, Christian Eby. The only known 
Stauffer clock in this area is located at the 
Hershey Museum (marked number 34). The 
above example was recently found in the newly 
established antique shop of a retired dentist and 
long-time collector in the Hanover area.  

This example of Stauffer’s work boasts a pewter 
decorated iron dial facing brass works. The clock 
stands 94 ½” high in a walnut case. Unusual 
features of the case include five flame finials and 
left-hand mounted door hinges for the 
illuminated dial. The 30 hour clock kept time in 
the home of its current owner for over 20 years.  
The “boss” at the top of the pewter dial proudly 
states “Samuel Staufer, Manheim, No. 24”.  

Though the purchase of the clock is expected to 
be too large an undertaking for our young 
organization, the clock, in its all-original state 
(except for minor hardware adjustments) 
presents a grand opportunity for someone with 
an interest in the work of local craftsmen to bring 
such an outstanding piece of our heritage back to 
its original place of creation. We are looking for 
a party to purchase the clock and make it 
available for display in the museum. If you or 
someone you know is able to help us in this 
effort to preserve Manheim’s history, call us 
today at 665-5560. 
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Help us in welcoming the newest members of the 
Historic Manheim Preservation Foundation: 
 

Mr. & Mrs. Benjamin Brubaker 
Jeffrey Dreisbach  Doris Harold 
Amy Hollinger   D. Dwayne Earhart 
Janet Strauss 
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Children from the Small Freys Day Care Center 
will tour the museum & garden on May 23, 2003 
at 9 am.  The Foundation will provide treats for 
the children and Sparky, the clown, will provide 
entertainment. 
 
The former Manheim High School musical 
group called “The Polkadots” is planning a 
reunion in October 2003.  The Foundation has 
offered the Museum and Carriage House for the 
event. More information will be provided in a 
future issue of Our Heritage.  
 
Member, Jeffrey Dreisbach, is graciously 
providing the printing of this newsletter.  Thank 
you Jeff for this big help!   
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The Museum now has on loan a Betty Lamp made 
by John Long, a Manheim locksmith, in 1852 for 
Sem Brubacher.  Sem was born January 11, 1813 
in Elizabeth Township along East Brubaker Valley 
Road, on the same farm where his grandfather and 
father were born and raised.  In 1834 Sem married 
Magdalena Nissley, daughter of Martin & Anna 
Bomberger Nissley. 
 

By 1838 Sem and Magdalena moved to a farm east 
of Mount Joy which is now 1295 East Main St.  It 
was on this farm they raised two sons, Martin N. 
and Jacob N.  Martin became a surveyor in the 
Mount Joy area.  Jacob served as Bishop in the 
Lancaster Mennonite Conference for 30 years and 
made saffron boxes and other turned items in 
addition to farming. 
 

Sem served as director for Rapho Township and 
Pike School, located on the west side of his 
property.  Sem died in 1887 and is buried with his 
wife at the Landisville Mennonite Church.  A great 
grand daughter, Barbara Brubaker, was married to 
Walter Bomberger of Manheim.  The Brubacher 
family farm is still operated today by a great 
grandson, Merle Breneman and his wife Nancy. 
 

The name Betty Lamp evolved from the term 
“better lamp” which was considered an 
improvement over open fat lamps common in the 
19th century. 
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By David Balmer    
 

I lived in the Lebanon/Lancaster area all my life. When growing up in Lebanon County my only 
knowledge of Manheim, was when we would drive to Lancaster from Lebanon.  Manheim was only a 
small town with traffic lights.  Main Street was one long drive to Lancaster! 
 

In 1976, I got married and moved to the Manheim area.  As I learned my way around town, I noticed 
many streets with names unlike any other town or village in Central Pennsylvania.  Names like Stiegel, 
Pitt, Gramby, Wolf, Ferdinand and Charlotte became common on my daily routine through town.  We 
all know that Stiegel was the founder of this town, but what about all the other names? 
 

First, we most remember that in 1762, when Manheim was established we were still under English rule. 
Passing by the streets named by Henry William Stiegel’s honor, we see three other streets honoring 
Britons and three more honoring the Germans. Pitt Street was named for the elder William Pitt, Earl of 
Chatham who in 1762 was at the height of his powers as statesman and orator. Another street honored 
General Wolfe, a British soldier, who died a hero’s death at the Battle of Quebec in 1759. Granby 
Street recalls British soldier John Manners, Marquess of Granby. 
 

As I learned my way around town, I noticed Charlotte Street was named after the wife of Frederick of 
Prussia and another Ferdinand after the Duke of Brunswick, a friend of Frederick the Great.  Main 
Street has another story which will be addressed at a later time. 
 

So, next time you walk around town, just imagine what this little town might have been like when 
cows, chickens, women in overflowing dresses and Henry William Stiegel walked these streets. What a 
great time that must have been! 
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